St. Mary-St. Catherine
Of Siena
Roman Catholic Parish
Charlestown, Massachusetts ▪ Archdiocese of Boston

Est. April 18, 2006
To visitors to our Parish, to
those who have recently
moved into the area and to those
comfortable and nourished here—Welcome
To All. And, regardless of your status in the
Church, your marital state, your ethnicity,
your prior religious experience, your
personal history, background or sexual
orientation, please know that you are
accepted and respected at Saint Mary–Saint
Catherine of Siena Parish. Please introduce
yourself to the priest and register as a
member of our Parish.

Welcome!

Saint Mary–Saint Catherine of
Siena is an urban, Roman
Catholic Parish formed in 2006 from two
historic Charlestown parishes. We are an
intentionally
inclusive
community
welcoming all of the many people who
make up our diverse neighborhood. Because
our lives are nourished by the Eucharist, we
strive to build a vibrant Parish that develops
and strengthens our faith and worship. With
a goal of being community-oriented in the
Spirit of the Gospel, we are involved in the
local and global issues of our times. We are
therefore dedicated to service, action, and
compassion

stmarystcatherine.org

Why Would You?

Mission

Misión

St. Mary’s–St. Catherine of Siena

es una parroquia urbana, Católica
Romana, formada en 2006 de la unión de dos
parroquias históricas de Charlestown. Somos una
comunidad intencionalmente inclusiva que acoge
a toda clase de personas que constituyen nuestro
diverso vecindario. Porque nuestras vidas están
alimentadas por la Eucaristía, nuestra intención
es establecer una parroquia vibrante que desarrolle y fortiﬁque nuestra fe y nuestro culto. Con la
meta de estar orientados hacia la comunidad en el
Espíritu del Evangelio, estamos comprometidos
en los asuntos locales y globales de nuestros tiempos. Estamos, por lo tanto, dedicados al servicio,
a la acción y a la compasión.

February 24, 2019

My friend told me the conversation
went something like this: “So I know you
are a Catholic and go to Church, but how
can you continue to do that with all that is
going on in the Catholic Church?”
It is not the ﬁrst time folks have spoken with me about trying to answer
similar questions. Many Catholics feel
they have to defend the practice of their
faith in these turbulent times. Point is,
the abuse of children by anyone and
certainly by clergy is so u4erly disgusting, who would not want to turn away
from anything connected to that. In
addition, when the abuse is compounded by cover-up and dishonesty on the
part of religious authorities, it is even
more outrageous. So walking away
seems like an obvious, understandable
human response.
The Church is a human institution
with all of the reality that includes. Sinners and saints both ﬁnd a home in the
Church. In fact, it is one of the most

purposely inclusive institutions I can
think of. The welcome sign on the front
of our Church is not atypical of other
faith communities. So the people who
form the Church, clerical, vowed religious, and lay men and women are a
slice of humankind. And even with all
that includes, this people seek to ﬁnd
and build a community around their
shared faith.
It is precisely that faith that brings
us in the door in the ﬁrst place: a belief
in God - a Creator, a Redeemer and a
Sanctiﬁer; a belief in the inﬁnite mercy
and love of God, the omnipotence and
kindness, the faithfulness, goodness,
and understanding of God; a belief in
Jesus Christ, the God/Man born of
Mary in Bethlehem who came to manifest the love and truth about God and
make real and possible the immortal
destiny of us all.
My faith in God, in Jesus Christ, and
in the Holy Spirit is not conditional upon the sinful nature of some priests and
bishops. For 2000 years, this Church
has held onto and oﬀered the truth of
this faith to countless billions of persons. This gift of faith is now, has been,
and will always be a source of consolation, guidance, and joy to all who receive and practice the faith even in the
midst of its sinfulness.
I do not have a simple answer as to
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the why of the present crisis. I do know
that in the Catholic Church, the responses that are being hammered out
are calling for vigorous transparency,
close alliances with law enforcement
oﬃcials, be4er screening and educational models for seminaries, and highlevel involvement of lay men and women with oversight authority in key areas.
The Catholic Church is universal,
and seeking a plan that cuts across all
cultures and peoples will not be simple,
although from our point of view in
North America, it may seem like it
ought to be. Nevertheless, because of all
that has been done in our country, I am
conﬁdent that in every institution, including the Church, children are safer
than ever before.
For anyone facing the question
about why practice your faith in the

Catholic Church in these times, perhaps
your response is not to seek to defend
the Church, for the mistakes that have
been made are indefensible and those
who are suﬀering as a result of them are
legion. Rather, validate their struggle,
lend them a listening and compassionate ear and heart, and let them truthfully know that what is going on is diﬃcult for you as well.
Then give witness to the importance
of your belief in God, your relationship
with Christ, the signiﬁcance of the centrality of the Eucharist in your life, and
the rightness of living this faith in a
community of believers. And most assuredly, make it clear, that you stand in
solidarity with the victims who have
been abused and their families and
friends.
Fr. Ronan

MARCH 3, 2019: FUEL COLLECTION

Next Sunday is the Parish Fuel Collection. As you know from your own
experience, heating costs are one of the largest expenses each year.
Steps have been taken to increase efficiency of our buildings, but costs
remain high. Last year the Parish spent $32,000 in heating bills alone.
Thank you for your understanding and ongoing faithfulness in supporting our Parish.

Our Stewardship Prayer

by the Welcoming Committee

Heavenly Father, instill in our hearts a spirit of love and
compassion. May we foster a welcoming parish community with acceptance and respect for all. Inspire us to make
a difference by being generous with our time and talents.
Please send your Holy Spirit among us to remind us to
follow Jesus and his teachings in all aspects of our lives.

Visiting Clergy
Fr. Pat Universal

As we end this Mass, may we go forth and spread goodwill among

Hispanic Ministry
Blanca Paz

Lord. Amen

Vice Chairs Pastoral Council
Shawn Burke
Vice Chair Finance Council
Nancy Higgins

Visit us at
stmarystcatherine.org
and
facebook.com/
stmarystcatherine

our neighbors, friends, and fellow parishioners. Through Christ, our

The Church is handicap-accessible on Soley Street.
The Chapel is handicap-accessible on Winthrop Street.
Parish Center
& Eucharistic Chapel
46 Winthrop Street 617-242-4664
Saint Mary Church
55 Warren Street
Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel
Warren and Soley Street

Social Ministry Office
49 Vine Street 617-580-8305
Good Shepherd School
20 Winthrop Street 617-242-8800

February 24 ~
Seventh Sunday
of Ordinary
Time
Jesus’ words today
make it very clear
how we are live as
his followers. “Love
your enemies” … “do good to those who curse you” ...
“pray for those who mistreat you” ... “give to everyone
who asks of you (and) don’t demand it back” … “Stop
judging” … “Forgive and you will be forgiven.” Jesus
doesn’t lighten our responsibility, rather, he restates his
teaching emphasizing that the extent to which we are willing to follow/live his words is what will be returned to us.
Ask Christ to help you this week to put his words into action in your life. Notice the diﬀerence it makes in your relationships.

Save the Date! Next weekend, we will be taking important
steps to enrich many life-changing ministries and our parish
communities. Life Teen Youth Ministry and other religious
education programs, Addiction Recovery Services, and Faith
Community Nursing for our homebound parishioners are
among more than 50 critical ministries supported by the 2019
Catholic Appeal. As
we prepare to embark on this season of Lent, may you
prayerfully consider supporting these important ministries.
Your generosity provides nearly half the funding for these
great eﬀorts, and every gift makes a diﬀerence. Please ﬁnd
more information about this life-changing work in the envelope in your pew or visit our website at bostoncatholicappeal.org to view our latest video about the Appeal. Thank you

DANIEL’S MESSAGE OF GRATITUDE AND FAREWELL
Serving as Music Director at St Mary St Catherine of Siena Parish
has been one of the best experiences of my life. That’s why it is sad for me
to say that my time here is coming to an end. This summer, I am actually
very happy to share with you that I will be moving to Phoenix, Arizona in
pursuit of some new opportunities both in my career and my life.
I ﬁrst played an organ at my Parish Church, in Arcadia, California. It
was a brand new experience and from the moment I started, I knew I wanted
to pursue learning how to play this instrument. Before long, I was playing
just a li4le before Mass. Gradually I went from playing one hymn to play at
weddings and before I knew it, I had my ﬁrst position as a Church Organist.
The time came for me to leave my family in California and the
southwest, and move to the opposite side of our country - to Boston, to study at The Boston Conservatory. Just as I arrived,
I heard the name St Mary St Catherine of Siena through an ad seeking a new music director. I quickly got to meet parishioners, many of which I know now more closely. A few months later, I was blessed with the amazing news that I would be
oﬀered the position as Director of Music here. I was so excited to get started and serve in this Parish.
The memories I have built here will always stay with me, and not all of them are musical memories. I think one of
my favorite memories of serving here was the day I walked through the hallways of the Parish Center on a Sunday when
the Religious Education Classes were in session and heard one of the children notice me and say “It’s the music guy!” It
was such a great feeling to be known by that moniker.
It is hard for me to believe that I have been here for seven years. The time has gone by so quickly! There are so
many memories and good times I have shared with many of you throughout these years, not only at Mass but at various
events and occasions, including those spent with the Hispanic community, who often made me feel closer to home and the
Hispanic Community I come from.
In many cultures and languages, one does not say “goodbye”. In Spanish, we say “adios”, to God, or “hasta luego”,
until next time. The Irish Blessing tells us “Until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His hand.” I am not saying goodbye to the community of St Mary St Catherine of Siena, but rather, until next time, I will see you in the future.
While my life’s journey is taking me to another part of our country, this Parish will always be a part of me. It has been wonderful serving here.
I have about four months left to make the most of my time as your Music Director and I will make the most of
them with you. Thank you, St Mary-St Catherine of Siena Parish! - Daniel Sauceda

Painting Saint Mary’s Church
At the conclusion of the Inspiring Hope Campaign to raise funds for the painting as well
as restoration of the artwork of the church, parishioners made pledges and gifts totaling
$694,000. The enthusiasm and generosity of so many members of the Parish surpass all
expectations! I am deeply grateful to one and all for your support on this exciting project.
The Parish commi4ee has been meeting and working to deﬁne the critical details of the
project. We are planning to hire an architect to guide the project and aid us in assessing
the proposals from contractors. The architect will also monitor all of the phases of the
work, and maintain vigilance on the quality of the work and the products to be used.
I confess, I am impatient to get started on this wonderful initiative. However, this phase of
deﬁnition and identiﬁcation of the details is crucial to a good outcome – and this phase
takes time!
None of this would be possible without your amazing support. Progress reports will be
forthcoming as we continue forward.
Fr. Ronan
Un maestro dijo un día a sus alumnos: mañana van a traer a la escuela una funda de plástico transparente y un saco de patatas. Al día siguiente todos trajeron lo mandado por el maestro. Éste les dijo: por cada persona que te niegues a perdonar elige una patata, escribe el
nombre de la persona y la fecha de la ofensa y colócala en la bolsa de plástico. Algunas bolsas
eran bien pesadas y estaban bien llenas. Luego les dijo: tienen que llevar la bolsa a todos los
sitios que vayan y por la noche la colocan junto a su cama. La molestia e incomodidad de
cargar cada día con la bolsa de patatas con sus nombres y fechas les hizo sentir el peso espiritual que llevaban dentro. La condición de las patatas con el tiempo empeoró y olían a muerto.
Este es el precio que pagamos por almacenar rencores y odios. A veces pensamos que el
perdón es un regalo que hacemos a los otros; no, es un regalo que nos hacemos a nosotros. El domingo pasado, en el
sermón de las bienaventuranzas, Jesús nos hablaba de la felicidad. y decíamos que la felicidad es elegir bien, elegir a Dios,
apoyar nuestra debilidad en Dios. Hoy, hemos proclamado la continuación en Lucas 6: 27-38. ʺYo les digo a ustedes que
me escuchan: amen a sus enemigos, hagan el bien a los que los odian, bendigan a los que les maldicen, oren por los que los
maltratanʺ… Vaya medicina nos receta el Señor. No vayan a comprarla a la farmacia. Esta es la felicidad sin anestesia y sin
éxtasis. ʺAmen a sus enemigosʺ. ¿Quién es mi enemigo? Jesús nos lo dice: el que me odia, el que me maltrata, el que me
maldice, el que no me habla, el que escupe cuando pasa a mi lado…
Hoy, vamos a poner nombre a nuestros enemigos. Los enemigos los tenemos siempre cerca de nosotros. Están con
nosotros, tienen nombre y apellidos familiares. No has traído la bolsa de plástico y las patatas para escribir el nombre pero
yo sé que es un gran peso llevar en el corazón el peso de los enemigos. ¿Puedo perdonar y amar al padre que me abandonó? ¿Puedo perdonar a ese jefe que me insulta y explota? ¿Puedo perdonar a ese hermano que se quedó con mi herencia? ¿Puedo perdonar? No, nunca. El amor no es un sentimiento dulce, ni un éxtasis. ʺAmar a los enemigos, hacer el bien a
los que me odian…ʺ no es posible, no está escrito en los genes . Esto sólo está escrito en el Libro de Jesús, esto sólo lo hace
Jesús y los que tienen el espíritu de Jesús. Esto sólo se aprende mirando al cruciﬁcado. Amar, perdonar, a mi marido, mujer, hijos, hermanos, jefes, vecinos…no es una tarea humana, es una tarea sobrenatural.
Dios perdona, ama siempre y las lágrimas de Dios en la cruz son las lágrimas por ti y por mi cuando nos negamos a
amar. El amor no es un sentimiento dulce, no es calor ni vibración, no es éxtasis ni fuego loco, ese es siempre el amor imposible. El amor es actuar, es voluntad, es decisión, es elección. Y aunque sentir amor sea imposible, elegir el amor siempre
es posible para los que aman a Dios. El evangelio de Jesús es una llamada a hacer lo extraordinario. ʺSi aman a los que les
aman, ¿qué mérito tienen? Eso lo hace todo el mundo. El evangelio de Jesús nos exige a los que lo escuchamos que seamos
diferentes, que vivamos en otra onda, que imitemos al maestro, que hagamos, con su poder, el gesto imposible del amor y
del perdón. Jesús no nos promete que nuestro enemigo se va a transformar en nuestro amigo. Y no olvide que usted tiene
su lista pero que también está en la lista de alguien. Usted también ha herido a alguien y necesita su perdón. Y todos estamos en la lista de Dios. Y como Dios es fantástico y siempre hace lo extraordinario, hoy ha sido perdonado. Dios siempre
perdona, esta es la cara verdadera del evangelio.

“ Let us receive the sublime
Treasure of the revealed
word.” POPE FRANCIS, The Joy of the
Gospel

Journey through the Gospel
of Luke, encounter Jesus, and
draw guidance for today’s
life.
JOIN A SMALL FAITH-SHARING COMMUNITY
to deepen your faith and meet new friends.

Young Adult Group
When: Sunday evenings beginning March 3, 7:00-8:30p.m.
Where: St. Mary Church Hall after 6 p.m. Mass
Facilitated by Ros Kane—Refreshments served
Men's Group
When: Tuesday mornings beginning March 19, 6:30-7:45 a.m.
Where: Parish Center at 46 Winthrop
Facilitated by Fr. Ronan
Women's Group
When: Wednesday evenings, beginning March 13, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Where: Parish Center at 46 Winthrop
Facilitated by Sr. Nancy
Mixed Group
When: Tuesday mornings, beginning March 5, 8:45-10:15
(Refreshments served)
Where: St. Mary Church Hall
Facilitated by Kathy Devaney
Mixed Group
When: Thursday evenings beginning March 7, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Where: Parish Center at 46 Winthrop
Facilitated by TBD
Other:
Specify________________________________________

Name:
__________________________________________________
Phone:
__________________________________________________
Email:
__________________________________________________

You can return this form to the
Parish Center,
46 Winthrop Street,
or put it in the collection basket. If you
have any questions, please contact Sr.
Nancy Citro, SNDdeN at 617-242-4664 or
ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org

LENTEN PILGRIMAGE TO MEDJUGORJE
A group of parishioners along with Fr. Ronan will be making this pilgrimage leaving Boston on March
29 and returning on April 6. The journey to this sacred site has been a source of healing, consolation and
inspiration for countless thousands for many years. If you are making the trip with us or simply would
like to learn more about the story of our Blessed Mother in Medjugorje, we invite you to join us for a
conversation with Slava Marincic. For many years, Slava has been a gifted and highly regarded guide to
pilgrims to Medjugorje. She is visiting Boston and will join us at the 10:30 Family Mass on Sunday,
March 3, following which we will meet over coﬀee in the church hall. All are invited!

St. Mary-St. Catherine of Siena
Parish Call to Stewardship
Gratefully acknowledging that
God gives us all, we each willingly offer our unique gifts to one
another and all creation in the
Spirit of Jesus Christ.

Please pray for those serving in our
Armed Forces and their families:
Sanctuary Lamp in
St Mary Church

Ralph Rizzo, Jr. (Marines)

Is lit for

Joseph Upton, Jr. (Marines)

Matthew O’Connell

Kenneth (Army)
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Jackie Walsh (Army)

MASS SCHEDULE
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If you have a loved one serving in the
military, please contact the Parish at
617-242-4664.
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Weekend of 02/17/19
Parishioners contributed
$4,836.17 to the Weekly Sunday
Collection
And for the monthly collection,
parishioners contributed $871.07
Thank you for your continued
support!
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There are three things that last:
faith, hope, and love.
And the greatest of these is love.
- St. Paul

To learn more and/or become
involved contact us at 617-2424664 and check out the web
site!

stmarystcatherine.org

