St. Mary-St. Catherine
Of Siena
Roman Catholic Parish
Charlestown, Massachusetts ▪ Archdiocese of Boston

Est. April 18, 2006
To visitors to our Parish, to
those who have recently
moved into the area and to those
comfortable and nourished here—Welcome
To All. And, regardless of your status in the
Church, your marital state, your ethnicity,
your prior religious experience, your
personal history, background or sexual
orientation, please know that you are
accepted and respected at Saint Mary–Saint
Catherine of Siena Parish. Please introduce
yourself to the priest and register as a
member of our Parish.

Welcome!

Saint Mary–Saint Catherine of
Siena is an urban, Roman
Catholic Parish formed in 2006 from two
historic Charlestown parishes. We are an
intentionally
inclusive
community
welcoming all of the many people who
make up our diverse neighborhood. Because
our lives are nourished by the Eucharist, we
strive to build a vibrant Parish that develops
and strengthens our faith and worship. With
a goal of being community-oriented in the
Spirit of the Gospel, we are involved in the
local and global issues of our times. We are
therefore dedicated to service, action, and
compassion

Mission

Misión

St. Mary’s–St. Catherine of Siena

es una parroquia urbana, Católica
Romana, formada en 2006 de la unión de dos
parroquias históricas de Charlestown. Somos una
comunidad intencionalmente inclusiva que acoge
a toda clase de personas que constituyen nuestro
diverso vecindario. Porque nuestras vidas están
alimentadas por la Eucaristía, nuestra intención
es establecer una parroquia vibrante que desarrolle y fortiﬁque nuestra fe y nuestro culto. Con la
meta de estar orientados hacia la comunidad en el
Espíritu del Evangelio, estamos comprometidos
en los asuntos locales y globales de nuestros tiempos. Estamos, por lo tanto, dedicados al servicio,
a la acción y a la compasión.

stmarystcatherine.org

September 15, 2019

THE HUMAN CONSEQUENCES OF OUR IMMIGRATION
POLICIES
Immigration is as ancient as recorded history. It is driven by multiple factors — people move because they are afraid, oppressed, or to escape violence and chaos. Immigration is often accompanied by human tragedy. But not always — people also move
because of hopes and dreams. They move to find new opportunities, and they move to
contribute to their new country. Having worked with immigrant communities throughout my priesthood, I have seen how deeply patriotic they are when they are welcomed
to this country.
Immigration in our time has far exceeded previous experience. The World Health Organization estimates that one billion people are migrating today. We live in a globalized world; in that context, movement is perpetual. Ideas move, products move, money moves. But people do not migrate easily. Obstacles abound.
Part of the reason is that our globalized world is structured and governed by sovereign
states. It is a basic function of states to establish secure boundaries, defining the territory where they exercise sovereignty.
Security and sovereignty are part of the reality of immigration, but they are not all of
it. Sovereignty has moral content, but it is not an absolute value. The immigration
policy of states should combine security with a generous spirit of welcome for those
in danger and in need.
That necessary combination of values is seriously lacking in the United States today.
Principal responsibility for this moral failure must rest with the federal government,
where policy is a product primarily of the president and Congress. But it also must be
recognized that, as a society, we are deeply divided over immigration. Our divisions
have produced severe human consequences — it is imperative to acknowledge some
of them.
First, the most dramatic and dehumanizing consequence is to be found on the border
with Mexico. To be sure, the challenge — thousands of adults and children seeking
asylum every day — is unprecedented in recent history. But even a challenge of this
severity, in a country of our resources and capabilities, cannot justify how these children and families are being treated. The overarching policy of the US government
lacks justification.
Rather than a humane plan, existing policy in word and deed is more focused on castigating and confining young and old, male and female, in conditions often pervasively
unfit for human life and dignity.
Second, rather than focus the efforts of all relevant agencies on the relief of suffering
at the border, there are continuing threats made that the government will scour the
country to remove people who have settled here and whose children are citizens.
Third, the dysfunction of our policy is acknowledged across the political spectrum of
our country. The crisis at the border and the focus on removals leave the broader
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policy agenda unresolved in the executive and legislative branches of government.
To be sure, there are thousands at the border who require immediate attention. But
there are also 11 million unauthorized immigrants in our midst with no policy to stabilize their existence and provide a path to citizenship — a policy objective advocated by the Catholic Church for decades.
Among the 11 million people are 3.6 million people brought to the United States as
children, of which only 700,000 have temporary protection from deportation through
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, which is itself under threat.
There are also over 400,000 people with Temporary Protected Status who are living
in limbo. They have come to the United States for various reasons — for some, their
countries have suffered natural disasters and they have no viable option to return
home. There are no policies in place to allow TPS holders, the majority of whom
have lived in the United State for more than 20 years, to earn lawful residency and
move forward in their lives.
The point of identifying these broad categories and consequences of existing policy is
to highlight that practical, concrete choices are available to correct a dysfunctional
policy. First, we should recognize that economic assistance to El Salvador, Honduras,
Nicaragua, Haiti, and Mexico could assist people to remain in their home countries.
In addition, the historic “guest worker” program, which provides temporary visas for
workers, can contribute to the needs of the United States as well. However, our policies on Central America seem exclusively focused on threats, coercion, and punishment. This is surely misguided.
Developing positive solutions does not seem to be the motivating concern of existing
policy. Instead, the current emphasis, we are told, is on “deterrence,” a term at home
in military policy that is now being advocated to confront people with no power of
any kind. The targets in this case are not an armed array of hostile attackers. They are
women, children, families.
Fourth, while deterrence can have some role in law enforcement and has been used
by other administrations, much depends on the spirit and motivation that animates our
broader immigration policy. Current US policy and practices combine to project an
attitude of animus toward immigrants. Most evident is the language used at times to
describe people on our borders; it is often degrading and demoralizing.
Beyond language, there are the policies to reduce the number of refugees the United
States will welcome. The numbers have been reduced substantially, and threats exist
to reduce them to zero. The federal government recently announced it will expedite
removals of undocumented immigrants without judicial appeal or oversight and move
to provide for unlimited detention of families seeking asylum. The tenor, tone, and
result of these policies communicate a distinct message: We have no room in our
hearts and no space in our country for people facing life-and-death situations. This
hostile spirit toward immigrants extends to proposals to expel some of those receiving crucial medical care. A similar spirit of lack of compassion and generosity is
manifested in new proposals to focus immigration increasingly on merit-based applicants, leaving the poor excluded.
Our present moment requires civility and charity among the citizens of our society
and toward those hoping to become citizens. As a country it is a good time to remember the biblical axiom: To whom much is given, much is expected.
Cardinal Séan P. O’Malley
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Termina el verano, tiempo de vacaciones, de perderse por la geografía del mundo, y regresamos a la santa rutina del despertador matinal, del trabajo y, algunos hasta vuelven a la misa
dominical. Volvemos al área de descanso y, hoy, nos proclaman el evangelio de los objetos perdidos: la moneda perdida, la oveja perdida, el hermano perdido, el padre y la casa perdida.
Capítulo 15 del evangelio de Lucas, resumen fantástico del mensaje de Jesús, sermón sobre el
Dios, cada día aparentemente menos necesario. Hemos proclamado “el evangelio dentro del
evangelio”. Si la palabra evangelio signiﬁca Buena Noticia, la única Buena Noticia que nos trae Jesús es que hay perdón para todos. Todo lo demás son pequeñas noticias.
Nosotros los que hemos vuelto a la casa de oración, sabemos y creemos que Jesús vino a buscar y salvar a todos los hermanos perdidos. “Ese acoge a los pecadores y come con ellos”, fantástico piropo que le lanzan sus enemigos, los que se
creen buenos, naturalmente. Dicen, y es verdad, que los santos tienen un pasado: fueron también ovejas perdidas, hijos
pródigos, protestaron, pecaron, se alejaron de Dios… y los pecadores tienen un futuro porque las puertas están siempre
abiertas y los brazos de Dios están siempre extendidos para abrazarnos. Nadie puede presumir de ser de haber sido siempre bueno y nadie puede presumir de haber sido siempre malo.
Nosotros, santos con pasado y pecadores con futuro, vamos siempre en busca de una felicidad ilusoria. Recuerden, sólo
el perdón de Dios no tiene límites. Cuando ustedes se mueran y se encuentren con Jesús, éste les mostrará la película de su
vida entera. Verán todas las cosas buenas que hicieron, pero verán muchos espacios en blanco. Si le preguntan a Jesús el
porqué de esos largos silencios, Jesús les dirá que cada vez que pecaban y pedían perdón Dios borraba sus comidas con los
cerdos. Dios borra y sufre amnesia. Bendito sea mi Padre Dios. Sí, nos cuesta entender la misericordia extravagante de Dios.
Dios nos ha creado para descansar en Él, para encontrar la felicidad en Él, y este perdón desmesurado de Dios no debería
sorprendernos.
Jesús que no es ni teólogo ni predicador ni ﬁlósofo no suelta discursos ininteligibles ni da deﬁniciones absurdas de Dios
como hacen los sabios. Jesús cuenta historias, nos habla de un pastor que busca a su oveja, de un padre que busca a su hijo,
de un padre que organiza una gran ﬁesta con buena música y mejor comida y nos sienta a todos en torno a la mesa. Un Padre que habla poco y actúa mucho. Jesús, en esta historia mágica, canta un canto al Padre y a la Madre que todos quisiéramos tener. En el cuadro de Rembrandt, El retorno del hijo pródigo, las manos que abrazan al hijo, magníﬁca intuición, son
una de hombre y la otra de mujer. Jesús canta un canto al pecador arrepentido que somos cada uno de nosotros.
Ya está bien de hablar del hijo pródigo y del hermano mayor, de buenos y de malos, es decir, de nosotros, puñado de
cenizas, que lo queremos todo y podemos poco y de martirizarnos con complejos de culpabilidad. Es hora de hablar del Tú
solo Santo, solo Tú Señor, Refugiémonos en Dios y olvidemos nuestras miserias. La Iglesia, comunidad de santos y de pecadores, sólo tiene razón de existir en la medida en que como su Señor abre las puertas, extiende los brazos y da cobijo a
todos sin gruñidos y sin excomuniones. La Iglesia, ustedes y yo, debemos buscar esas ovejas y esos hermanos que, tal vez,
por nuestros malos ejemplos dejaron de creer y amar al mejor de los Padres.

Our Stewardship Prayer
by the Welcoming
Commi ee
Heavenly Father, instill in
our hearts a spirit of love
and compassion. May we
foster a welcoming parish
community with acceptance and respect for all. Inspire us to make a
diﬀerence by being generous with our
time and talents. Please send your Holy Spirit among us to remind us to follow Jesus and his teachings in all aspects of our lives. As we end this Mass,
may we go forth and spread goodwill
among our neighbors, friends, and fellow parishioners. Through Christ, our
Lord. Amen

Ministry
to the Sick &
Homebound

We welcome the opportunity to
provide
the
Sacraments
of
Confession,
Communion,
or
Anointing of the Sick to anyone
who is confined to home, either on
a short or longer term basis, as we
want to do our best to help them
feel connected to our community.
Please call us at 617-242-4664
if you, a relative or neighbor is
open to having a home visit for
some friendly conversation and
prayer.

Save the
date!
Sunday,
September
29, 2019
Annual Block Party
right after the 10:30 Mass on the
Soley Street side of the Church.
We’re calling for volunteers to assist with se5ing up or those who have
some grill skills as well as those who
can help clean up. If you would like
to volunteer, please call the oﬃce at
617-242-4664. There will be lots of
food and fun activities for the whole
family! Please join us.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM FOR GRADES 9-12
September 15, St. Mary Church After the 6pm Mass
The complexities of life, more so than ever, can be overwhelming. Participating
in this program can assist teens in engaging life equipped with important
resources and graces needed by providing them with the opportunity to:
· Deepen their relationship with God through prayer and sacred scripture
· Increase their knowledge of their Catholic faith
· Cultivate their ability to make moral decisions based on tried and true Christian values
· Apply their faith to everyday living using their God-given gifts in service to those in need
· Receive the special graces of the Holy Spirit through the Sacrament of Confirmation
Parents and teens are invited to attend an information session following the 6pm Mass at St.
Mary Church, 55 Warren Street.
Fr. Jim Ronan, Pastor

BANNS OF MARRIAGE

II Michael Hellinger & Nicole Roche

I Taylor Parent & Timothy Beinert

Special Collection
for
Hurricane Dorian Relief
The collection for Hurricane Dorian Relief
will take place the weekend of September
21/22.

I Jonathan Hope & Jillian Riciardelli

We inadvertently took up a second collection for the Hurricane on September 7 at
the 4PM Mass. The $331 that was donated
will be added to the collection on the weekend of September 21/22.

Twenty-fourth Sunday
Ordinary Time Weekend of
September 14/15, 2019
Among the primary themes in today’s
Gospel when we hear Jesus’ well-known
parable of the Prodigal Son is forgiveness
and the need to repent. But from a stewardship point of view what is also interesting is
one of the secondary themes: the failure to
use responsibly the gifts that have been so
generously bestowed. The youngest son who
demanded his inheritance and left home
broke no laws or religious commandments.
His wrongdoing was that he wasted his inherited wealth, the abundant gifts given to
him. His sin was in his extravagant living;
squandering his gifts in pursuit of selﬁsh
pleasures. Good stewards acknowledge that
everything they have comes from God, and
they are required to cultivate these gifts responsibly. What are our God-given gifts? Do
we use them responsibly? Do we exercise
good stewardship over them?

Faith Formation Schedule
September 15 @ 9 am - Kick Off event at Parish Center; 10:30 Mass for Sunday and Tuesday students and families
September 22 @9 am - Class for all students (Both Sunday and Tuesday classes together); 10:30 Mass/students and families
September 29 @9 am - Class for all students (Both Sunday and Tuesday classes together); 10:30 Mass/students and families

Good Shepherd School Opening Day Prayer
Gentle and loving God,
Bless these precious young children.
Grant them the ability to learn, to concentrate, to treat everyone with kindness and
respect. Watch over them at home and at
school and give them proper direction so
that they may learn about you, about your
creation, and all they need in these formative years. We ask this in the name of Your
Son, Jesus Christ. Amen
God of goodness and compassion, bless the
Mothers and Fathers of Good Shepherd
School with Your joy and peace. Deepen
their love for each other, their children and
for You, and help them to raise their children in Your love, sharing their faith in You
with them and making You the cornerstone
of their lives. We ask this in the name of
your Son, Jesus. Amen.
And bless all of our gifted teachers who
have come to share their talents with our
precious children. May they be good listeners and gentle guides, making learning fun
and being compassionate when a child is
having a difficult time. Sustain them in
their responsibilities and refresh them when
they are tired. Bless them with all they need
to fulfill their noble responsibilities as
teachers of the Good Shepherd Catholic
School. We ask this in the name of our great
teacher, and your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Please pray for those serving in our
Armed Forces and their families:

We
extend
a
warm
welcome
to all visitors and
those who are
new to our parish. If you are new to
Saint Mary -Saint Catherine of Siena
Parish, visit our website for events
and resources. You may also register on line at: stmarystcatherine.org

Kenneth (Army)
Jackie Walsh (Army)
If you have a loved one serving in the
military, please contact the Parish at 617
-242-4664.
MASS SCHEDULE
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Eucharistic Adoration
Join us for Eucharistic Adoration in the
Saint Catherine of
Siena Chapel each
Friday; from 5:30 to
6:30
– spend time before
the Most Blessed Sacrament – in quiet
with the Lord Jesus.
Please enter Soley Street side.
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Ralph Rizzo, Jr. (Marines)
Joseph Upton, Jr. (Marines)
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TOTAL:

327

UPCOMING COLLECTIONS
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September 15: Clergy Benefit Trust
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September 22: Hurricane Relief
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September 29: Boston Pilot
October 6: Monthly
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Weekend of 09/08/2019
Parishioners contributed:
$5,591.10
To the Weekly Collection
$1,185 to the Monthly collection
Hurricane Relief: $331.00
and

Thank you for your
continued support
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To learn more and/or become
involved contact us at
617-242-4664 and check out
the web site!

stmarystcatherine.org

