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Our Mission is to make active disciples of Jesus Christ by creating a welcoming community rich in
spirituality and by moving people to embrace their God-given talents in the service of others
and the care of creation.
August 9, 2020
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Welcome!
To visitors to our Parish, to those
who have recently moved into the
area and to those comfortable and
nourished here—Welcome To All.
And, regardless of your status in
the Church, your marital state, your
ethnicity, your prior religious
experience, your personal history,
background or sexual orientation,
please know that you are
accepted and respected at Saint
Mary–Saint Catherine of Siena
Parish. Please introduce yourself to
the priest and register as a
member of our Parish.

About Us
Saint Mary - Saint Catherine of
Siena is an intentionally inclusive
Roman Catholic Parish that welcomes all those who make up our
diverse community in a way that
reflects God’s love. Nourished by
the Gospel and the real presence
of Jesus in the Eucharist, we build a
vibrant Parish that strengthens our
faith and elevates our worship.
With gratitude for the gifts God
has bestowed upon us, we respond
to His call to stewardship and
embrace our lives of service and
compassion.

?
I came across a book the other
day with the title, “How Will
You Measure Your Life?” I
picked it up as I considered it
to be a catchy title. The author, Clayton Christensen,
was, at one time, a highly regarded professor at Harvard
Business School. Christensen’s
book focuses mostly on a person’s career, yet the themes
include all aspects of life including, satisfaction in work,
personal relationships that
endure and bring happiness,

and maintaining one’s integrity.
Everyone passes into diﬀerent stages of life wherein one needs to adapt
and learn about new realities. Times such as starting high school or college, beginning a new job, becoming a member of a team or entering a commi,ed relationship - all times that challenge us to learn and grow. Sometimes these chapters
of life are fun, exciting, and challenging, especially when they are expected and
planned.
At other times, often not of our own choosing, we are drawn into changes
that are very diﬃcult, even disruptive. The unexpected arrival of COVID on our
doorstep ﬁve months ago caused and continues to create a substantial amount of
turmoil for so many and, sadly, all too many have lost their lives.
And so I wonder, how do we measure our lives in the era of COVID?
How do we gauge our level of happiness, satisfaction, fulﬁllment, and peacefulness? How do we identify what is missing in our lives? Perhaps these questions
seem odd, yet we are all living in this moment and we are all struggling to do the
best we can in a very changed reality and into an unknown future.
Conceivably, the question about what we ﬁnd to be the enduring aspect
of our lives and that which truly is fulﬁlling will be answered more in terms of

INSIDE: BAPTISM PICS

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Weekend of August 8/9, 2020 Today’s
Gospel reveals what miraculous things can happen when
one embraces a singleminded faith in Jesus Christ. Peter
gets out of a wind-tossed boat when
the Lord calls him. His faith is tested
by his obedience to Jesus who is calling him out onto the water. In the
midst of the waves and the wind, Peter
gets out of the boat and walks toward
Jesus. Good stewards heed Christ’s call
to them. Sometimes that call directs
them to take on seemingly impossible
challenges. This week, reflect on how
the Lord could be calling you out of the
safety of your own “boat” to take on

Mass Schedule
Saturday – St. Mary Church
4:00 p.m.
Sunday – St. Mary Church
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m. Family Mass
6:00 p.m. (in Chapel during Summer months)
Daily Mass Mon.-Fri., 8:00 a.m. at St. Catherine
of Siena Chapel (entrance on Soley St. side of
Church)
Holidays 9:00 a.m. in Chapel
Reconciliation 3:45 p.m. Saturday in Church or
by appointment
Baptism Visit stmarystcatherine.org/sacraments/
for our schedule or call Sr. Nancy at (617) 2424664. Preparation classes are held for Parents
and Godparents on the preceding Friday of the
monthly baptism at 7PM in the Parish Center.
Pastor
Fr. James J. Ronan
Pastoral Associate
Sr. Nancy Citro, SNDdeN
Business Manager
James Santosuosso
Social Ministry Director
Thomas J. MacDonald

relationships rather than in what we do. Perhaps the COVID time which continues to interrupt our routines and the usual measures of our lives is a pathway for
what truly ma,ers – the importance of others in our lives.
Many have asked where God is in all this turmoil. I believe God’s closeness to us is a constant, although our awareness of that truth can be diluted by
the overwhelming confusion of these times – understandably so. The turmoil of
these times is within us and all around us. We can easily get sucked into the latest
breaking news cycle. That has never been helpful for me. For myself and perhaps
for you a be,er way is to pivot to our relationships, beginning with God, the
fountain of all love, and follow that path not only to get through these times, but
also to ﬁnd the greatest possible measure of a well-lived life.
Fr. Ronan

Nineteenth Sunday Ordinary Time
August 9, 2020
Today’s Gospel reveals what miraculous things can happen when
one embraces a single-minded
faith in Jesus Christ. Peter gets
out of a wind-tossed boat when
the Lord calls him. His faith is
tested by his obedience to Jesus
who is calling him out onto the
water. In the midst of the waves and the wind, Peter gets out of the boat and
walks toward Jesus. Good stewards heed Christ’s call to them. Sometimes that
call directs them to take on seemingly impossible challenges. This week, reﬂect
on how the Lord could be calling you out of the safety of your own “boat” to
take on

Our Stewardship Prayer
by the Welcoming Commi ee
Heavenly Father, instill in our hearts a spirit of love and compassion. May we foster a welcoming parish community with acceptance and respect for all. Inspire us to make a diﬀerence by
being generous with our time and talents. Please send your Holy
Spirit among us to remind us to follow Jesus and his teachings in
all aspects of our lives. As we end this Mass, may we go forth and spread
goodwill among our neighbors, friends, and fellow parishioners. Through
Christ, our Lord. Amen

Pastoral Assistant, Faith Formation
Katy Fleming
Director of Music
Matthew Arnold

Visit us at
stmarystcatherine.org
and
facebook.com/
stmarystcatherine

The Church is handicap-accessible on Soley Street.
The Chapel is handicap-accessible on Winthrop Street.
Parish Center
& Eucharistic Chapel
46 Winthrop Street 617-242-4664
Saint Mary Church
55 Warren Street
Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel

Warren and Soley Street
Social Ministry Office
49 Vine Street 617-580-8305
Good Shepherd School
20 Winthrop Street 617-242-8800

No es difícil ver en la barca de los discípulos de Jesús, sacudida por las olas
y desbordada por el fuerte viento en contra, la ﬁgura de la Iglesia actual,
amenazada desde fuera por toda clase de fuerzas adversas y tentada desde
dentro por el miedo y la poca fe. ¿Cómo leer este relato evangélico desde la
crisis en la que la Iglesia parece hoy naufragar?
Según el evangelista, “Jesús se acerca a la barca caminando sobre el agua”.
Los discípulos no son capaces de reconocerlo en medio de la tormenta y la
oscuridad de la noche. Les parece un “fantasma”. El miedo los tiene aterrorizados. Lo único real es aquella fuerte tempestad.
Este es nuestro primer problema. Estamos viviendo la crisis de la Iglesia contagiándonos unos a otros desaliento, miedo y falta de fe. No somos capaces de ver que Jesús se nos está acercando precisamente desde esta fuerte crisis. Nos sentimos más solos e indefensos que nunca.
Jesús les dice tres palabras: “Ánimo. Soy yo. No temáis”. Solo Jesús les puede hablar así. Pero sus oídos solo
oyen el estruendo de las olas y la fuerza del viento. Este es también nuestro error. Si no escuchamos la invitación
de Jesús a poner en él nuestra conﬁanza incondicional, ¿a quién acudiremos?
Pedro siente un impulso interior y sostenido por la llamada de Jesús, salta de la barca y “se dirige hacia Jesús
andando sobre las aguas”. Así hemos de aprender hoy a caminar hacia Jesús en medio de la crisis:
apoyándonos, no en el poder, el prestigio y las seguridades del pasado, sino en el deseo de encontrarnos con
Jesús en medio de la oscuridad y las incertidumbres de estos tiempos.
No es fácil. También nosotros podemos vacilar y hundirnos como Pedro. Pero lo mismo que él, podemos experimentar que Jesús extiende su mano y nos salva mientras nos dice: “Hombres de poca fe, ¿por qué dudáis?”.
¿Por qué dudamos tanto? ¿Por qué no estamos aprendiendo apenas nada nuevo de la crisis? ¿Por qué seguimos buscando falsas seguridades para “sobrevivir” dentro de nuestras comunidades, sin aprender a caminar
con fe renovada hacia Jesús en el interior mismo de la sociedad secularizada de nuestros días?
Esta crisis no es el ﬁnal de la fe cristiana. Es la puriﬁcación que necesitamos para liberarnos de intereses mundanos, triunfalismos engañosos y deformaciones que nos han ido alejando de Jesús a lo largo de los siglos. Él
está actuando en esta crisis. Él nos está conduciendo hacia una Iglesia más evangélica. Reavivemos nuestra conﬁanza en Jesús. No tengamos miedo

Great News Worldwide Marriage Encounter has gone
ʺVirtualʺ!
To support married couples during this time of social
distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring
a virtual marriage experience called Restore – Rekindle –
Renew. This Enrichment Experience will meet via Zoom
for seven sessions on Monday evenings September 14 to
October 26 from 7-9:30 PM.
Couples will explore their individual personality styles,
improve listening and communication skills, understand
God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to keep their
relationship a priority. Registration is limited and a $50
application fee is required. For more information or to apply, call Stephen & Michelle OʹLeary at 800-710-9963 or
visit them at h,ps://wwmema.org/.

RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION
Registration is now
open!
We are following all
Federal, State and Archdiocesan guidelines regarding
Education in the Fall. We anticipate that our program
will be diﬀerent - new and exciting! - next year. Virtual components and Family Faith opportunities will be
incorporated.
We ask that you complete the Registration Form
which
is
found
on
our
website,
www.stmarystcatherine.org, as soon as possible so
that we can plan for numbers in the fall - all ages (KHigh School). We will plan the calendar, tuition, and
other logistics over the summer.

STEWARDSHIP SAINT for August
Alphonsus Liguori was the founder of the Redemptorists (Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer) and one of the greatest moral theologians in the history of the Church. Born into a Neapolitan
noble family in 1696, he studied and practiced law successfully until, after losing an important case
through his own fault and seeing it as a sign of God’s will, he decided to enter the priesthood. He
studied theology and was ordained in 1726. Soon thereafter he established a reputation as an eﬀective preacher and understanding confessor in and near Naples. In 1732, Alphonsus founded the
Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer for priests dedicated to preaching the Gospel, especially
to the rural poor in the kingdom of Naples. Alphonsus continued to preach and hear confessions
with great success throughout the kingdom, especially in villages and hamlets, until 1752 when his
health failed. He was especially gentle with the scrupulous, those with an unhealthy sense of anxiety and guilt, because he
himself suﬀered from scrupulosity. Alphonsus published the ﬁrst of three dozen theological and devotional works in 1745,
the most important of which was his Moral Theology, revised and reprinted nine times during his life. In this work he created new moral principles, and his pastoral approach was always one of simplicity and kindness. He also published devotional writings, especially about the Blessed Virgin Mary. His Glories of Mary (1750) inﬂuenced Marian piety well into the
nineteenth century. After at ﬁrst refusing the appointment, in 1762 Alphonsus was ordained bishop of Sant’Agatha dei
Goti, a diocese located between Benevento and Capua, Italy. He organized parish missions and urged his priests to be simple in the pulpit and compassionate in the confessional. He was especially critical of priests who celebrated Mass too
quickly. When a famine broke out in the winter of 1763, he sold everything he had, including his carriage and mules and
his episcopal ring, to buy food for the starving. The Holy See gave him permission to dip into the assets of the diocese for
relief work. Alphonsus suﬀered an a,ack of rheumatic fever in 1767 that almost killed him and left him with an incurably
bent neck. He eventually resigned his position in 1775 because of poor health. He lived another twelve years in poor mental and physical health. He died during the night of July 31/August 1, 1787, within two months of his ninety-ﬁrst birthday.
Alphonsus Liguori was beatiﬁed in 1816, and made patron saint of confessors and moral theologians in 1950. His feast day
is August 1.
icsc bulletin

The 28th Annual Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary
Golf Tournament is scheduled for Monday, August 31st, at
The Weston Golf Club. This premier charity event is held to beneﬁt the educational
program for the seminarians. Tuition covers only half the cost of educating a seminarian
and the proceeds from this tournament will help bridge the gap and keep the cost of educating them aﬀordable. The $250 player entry includes boxed lunch, 18 holes of golf
with cart, hole in one prizes and a seminary themed gift. To register, call Kate Folan at
781-899-5500 or visit www.psjs.edu
While many aspects of our life have come to a standstill, the work of our ministries continues as
we strive to meet the needs of those who are relying on our guidance and assistance. The sick
and homebound continue to receive spiritual support and information over the phone from the
Archdiocese’s Faith Community Nurses and Chaplains program. Our Pregnancy Help Centers
continue to provide resources for women facing crisis pregnancies. Those suﬀering from addiction still need support and guidance and many have greater need for counseling and spiritual
support during this time of heightened anxiety.
Your support of the Catholic Appeal ensures that these programs and services continue. With
the knowledge that many of you are also facing challenging ﬁnancial realities, and with concern
for the people we serve, we hope that you will prayerfully consider making your gift to the 2020
Catholic Appeal in one of the following ways:
If you receive a le er or email, respond using the pledge card or dona on op ons.
Visit bostoncatholicappeal.org to give online
To learn more about Your Church at Work or to make a dona on, visit www.bostoncatholicappeal.org
Thank you!

Charli Belle Bertrand

Vivian Rose Basteri

Kelly Shea Driscoll

Callan Christopher Byrne

Baptisms
August 1st
and 2nd

Matilda Zosia Plumb

Hazel Caspar Testa

Francine Sally Schoch

Saigely Guadalupe Catherine Baez
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is
always a joyful
event in our Parish.
It’s such a privilege
to facilitate this momentous event
in the lives of families and in
particular, the life of the child. To
learn more, please contact Sr.
Nancy at
617-242-4664 or email:
ncitro @stmarystcatherine.org.
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O Most Blessed Mary, Mother of
Mercy, at this most critical time, we
entrust the United States of America to
your loving care.
Most Holy Mother, we beg you to
reclaim this land for the glory of your
Son. Overwhelmed with the burden of
the problems of our nation, we cry to
you from the depths of our hearts and
seek refuge in your motherly protection.
Look down with mercy upon us
and touch the hearts of our people.
Open our minds to the great worth of
each life and of creation, and to the responsibilities that accompany human
freedom.
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A PRAYER TO MARY,
THE MOTHER OF GOD AND
PATRONESS OF AMERICA

Weekend of 08/2/2020

Grant our country the wisdom to
proclaim that God’s law is the foundation on which this nation was founded,
and that He alone is the True Source of
our cherished rights to life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.
O Merciful Mother, give us the
courage to reject the culture of death
and the strength to build a new Culture
of Life for all who live within our borders and beyond. Amen.

$5,616.10
To the Weekly Collection
Thank you for your
continued support

To learn more and/or become
involved contact us at
617-242-4664 or check out
the web site!
stmarystcatherine.org

ATTENDENCE 8/2
10:30 am

92

6:00 PM

17

Total 109

We extend a warm welcome to all visitors and those who are new to our parish.
If you are new to Saint Mary -Saint Catherine of Siena Parish, please visit our website for events and resources. You may
also register on line at:
stmarystcatherine.org

