St. Mary-St. Catherine
Of Siena
Roman Catholic Parish
Charlestown, Massachusetts ▪ Archdiocese of Boston
stmarystcatherine.org

Our Mission is to make active disciples of Jesus Christ by creating a welcoming community rich in
spirituality and by moving people to embrace their God-given talents in the service of others
and the care of creation.
September 13, 2020

Welcome!
To visitors to our Parish, to those
who have recently moved into the
area and to those comfortable and
nourished here—Welcome To All.
And, regardless of your status in
the Church, your marital state, your
ethnicity, your prior religious
experience, your personal history,
background or sexual orientation,
please know that you are
accepted and respected at Saint
Mary–Saint Catherine of Siena
Parish. Please introduce yourself to
the priest and register as a
member of our Parish.
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Even though Covid continues to deﬁne
everything in our world, the seasons
are changing and September is here.
As we wind down summer, there is a
rush to make sure that everything that
was supposed to get done over these
short few months actually got done.
Did the kids ﬁnish their summer assignments? Did I paint that room I was
going to? Did we visit that lake that we
drove by last year? Did I ﬁnish that
No place like home!
book I was going to read? Did I even
start it? The amount that we try to
cram into summer can be exhausting to just think about. But, next year, we will
do the same thing again: we will plan as much as we can and try to squeeze it all
in!

About Us
Saint Mary - Saint Catherine of
Siena is an intentionally inclusive
Roman Catholic Parish that welcomes all those who make up our
diverse community in a way that
reflects God’s love. Nourished by
the Gospel and the real presence
of Jesus in the Eucharist, we build a
vibrant Parish that strengthens our
faith and elevates our worship.
With gratitude for the gifts God
has bestowed upon us, we respond
to His call to stewardship and
embrace our lives of service and
compassion.

For me, September actually brings some relief. The kids get back into their
normalcy - for now it is remote learning, hybrid learning, or back in school with
masks on. More people are also ﬁguring out what their new work routines are.
Sure, this means more cars and busses on the roads, but with the busyness, it
forces you to also slow down a li-le bit (because the traﬃc will not allow you to
go any faster)! For me it feels good to just come home.
Coming home gives me a sense of relief that I rarely get from anything else
that I do. When I walk through the doors at home, there is a sigh – a breath of
fresh air. There could be other things going on at home that make it seem stressful, but I am still home. I relax, take that breath – if only for a minute – and then
dive into what needs to get done. Those minutes are precious.
Another one of those moments for me is when I walk through the doors of our
beautiful Church. “I’m home” is what I say to myself. I believe this feeling is also
the same for many other parishioners. One can feel the warmth of the building,

CELEBRATION OF PRIESTHOOD DINNER!

Mass Schedule
Saturday – St. Mary Church
9:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
Sunday – St. Mary Church
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m. Family Mass
6:00 p.m. (in Chapel during Summer months)
Daily Mass Mon.-Fri., 8:00 a.m. at St. Catherine
of Siena Chapel (entrance on Soley St. side of
Church)
Holidays 9:00 a.m. in Chapel
Reconciliation 3:15 p.m. Saturday in Church or
by appointment
Baptism Visit stmarystcatherine.org/sacraments/
for our schedule or call Sr. Nancy at (617) 2424664. Preparation classes are held for Parents
and Godparents on the preceding Friday of the
monthly baptism at 7PM in the Parish Center.
Pastor
Fr. James J. Ronan

the love of other parishioners – and of course God’s love.
Just like our familial homes, there is also that other “stuﬀ” that needs to get
done at the Church. Paying the bills, taking care of the property, and ﬁxing what
needs to get ﬁxed. The people of our Parish come together in remarkable ways
when things need to get done. The huge eﬀort to refurbish and paint Saint Mary’s
is succeeding only because of the support of all of us. Our religious education program will be starting soon, and many volunteers will come together and teach the
children of Our Parish.
Because of COVID, understandably, some in our community have not felt safe
returning to Sunday Mass. Fortunately, this weekend all four Masses will be celebrated for the ﬁrst time since March. Please also know that the Church is cleaned
and sanitized before each Mass and seating is designated to respect social distancing. So, when the times is right for you and your family to walk through the doors
of Saint Mary’s, I am sure you, also, will feel you truly are HOME in God’s house
– and God is welcoming you with open arms.
James Santosusoso
Business Manager

Celebrating the Sacrament of
Baptism
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Sr. Nancy Citro, SNDdeN
Business Manager
James Santosuosso
Social Ministry Director
Thomas J. MacDonald
Pastoral Assistant, Faith Formation
Katy Fleming
Director of Music
Matthew Arnold
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Dianne Ludy

Staff emails are first initial with last name
(example, “jsmith@stmarystcatherine.org”)
Clergy In Residence
Fr. Jerome Gillespie
Fr. Ken Chemizie O.C.D.
Fr. Anthony Nweke C.S.S.p.
Fr. Britto Dhinakaran
Hispanic Ministry
Blanca Paz
Vice Chairs Pastoral Council
Brendon Sullivan
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Nancy Higgins

Visit us at
stmarystcatherine.org
and
facebook.com/
stmarystcatherine

is
always a joyful event in our Parish. It’s such a
privilege to facilitate this momentous event in the
lives of families and in particular, the life of the
child. To learn more, please contact Sr. Nancy at
617-242-4664 or email:
ncitro @stmarystcatherine.org.

Our Stewardship Prayer
by the Welcoming Commi ee
Heavenly Father, instill in our hearts a spirit of love and compassion. May we foster a welcoming parish community with acceptance and respect for all. Inspire us to make a diﬀerence by
being generous with our time and talents. Please send your Holy
Spirit among us to remind us to follow Jesus and his teachings in
all aspects of our lives. As we end this Mass, may we go forth and spread
goodwill among our neighbors, friends, and fellow parishioners. Through
Christ, our Lord. Amen

The Church is handicap-accessible on Soley Street.
The Chapel is handicap-accessible on Winthrop Street.
Parish Center
& Eucharistic Chapel
46 Winthrop Street 617-242-4664
Saint Mary Church
55 Warren Street
Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel

Warren and Soley Street
Social Ministry Office
49 Vine Street 617-580-8305
Good Shepherd School
20 Winthrop Street 617-242-8800

Los discípulos le han oído a Jesús decir cosas increíbles sobre el amor a los
enemigos, la oración al Padre por los que nos persiguen, el perdón a quien nos hace
daño. Seguramente les parece un mensaje extraordinario pero poco realista y muy
problemático.
Pedro se acerca ahora a Jesús con un planteamiento más práctico y concreto
que les permita, al menos, resolver los problemas que surgen entre ellos: recelos, envidias, enfrentamientos, conﬂictos y rencillas. ¿Cómo tienen que actuar en aquella
familia de seguidores que caminan tras sus pasos. En concreto: «Si mi hermano me
ofende, ¿cuántas veces le tengo que perdonar?».
Antes que Jesús le responda, el impetuoso Pedro se le adelanta a hacerle su propia sugerencia: «¿Hasta siete veces?».
Su propuesta es de una generosidad muy superior al clima justiciero que se respira en la sociedad judía. Va más allá incluso
de lo que se practica entre los rabinos y los grupos esenios que hablan como máximo de perdonar hasta cuatro veces.
Sin embargo Pedro se sigue moviendo en el plano de la casuística judía donde se prescribe el perdón como arreglo
amistoso y reglamentado para garantizar el funcionamiento ordenado de la convivencia entre quienes pertenecen al mismo
grupo.
La respuesta de Jesús exige ponerse en otro registro. En el perdón no hay límites: «No te digo hasta siete veces sino
hasta setenta veces siete». No tiene sentido llevar cuentas del perdón. El que se pone a contar cuántas veces está perdonando al hermano se adentra por un camino absurdo que arruina el espíritu que ha de reinar entre sus seguidores.
Entre los judíos era conocido un ʺCanto de venganzaʺ de Lámek, un legendario héroe del desierto, que decía así:
ʺCaín será vengado siete veces, pero Lámek será vengado setenta veces sieteʺ. Frente esta cultura de la venganza sin límites,
Jesús canta el perdón sin límites entre sus seguidores.
En muy pocos años el malestar ha ido creciendo en el interior de la Iglesia provocando conﬂictos y enfrentamientos
cada vez más desgarradores y dolorosos. La falta de respeto mutuo, los insultos y las calumnias son cada vez más
frecuentes. Sin que nadie los desautorice, sectores que se dicen cristianos se sirven de internet para sembrar agresividad y
odio destruyendo sin piedad el nombre y la trayectoria de otros creyentes.
Necesitamos urgentemente testigos de Jesús, que anuncien con palabra ﬁrme su Evangelio y que contagien con corazón humilde su paz. Creyentes que vivan perdonando y curando esta obcecación enfermiza que ha penetrado en su Iglesia.

Twenty-Fourth Sunday Ordinary Time Weekend of September 12/13, 2020
Today’s Gospel reading continues Jesus’ instructions on being good
stewards of others – the direction that if we love Jesus Christ, we
must forgive an individual 77 times. The reading compels us to consider one of the most diﬃcult practices of Christian discipleship.
Forgiveness is the way of Jesus, the way of the cross. Vengeance,
bi-erness and hatred seem so much easier and certainly more desirable. Forgiveness is a hard road to travel, but it is the only road that
leads to life in Christ. Consider this week who you need to forgive.

BANNS
Of
Marriage

I

Patrick Collins & Hannah Rooney

I

Tim Berendt & Kim Ferraro

PRAYER
Taken from A WAY OF THE HEART, by Henri Nouwen

Nouwen describes a “prayer of the heart” which leads to rest where the soul can
dwell with God. It is the prayer of the Desert Fathers and Mothers. The desert
fathers and mothers knew something we forget in our time – in the still dryness
of the desert, in the solitude of the inner person comes an understanding not
possible in word alone. He describes the word heart. In biblical terms it refers
to the source of all physical, emotional, intellectual, volitional, and moral energies. It is wholistic.
The way of the heart is nurtured by short, simple prayers. “There is no need at all to make long discourses; it is enough to stretch
out one’s and hand say, “Lord, as you will, and as you know, have mercy.” And if the conflict grows fiercer say: “Lord, help.” He
knows very well what we need and he shows us his mercy.”
The prayer of the heart is unceasing. Ceaseless interior prayer is a continual yearning of the human spirit towards God. To succeed in this consoling exercise we must pray more often to God to teach us to pray without ceasing. Pray more, and pray more fervently. It is prayer itself which will reveal to you how it can be achieved unceasingly; but it will take some time. The repetition of the
Jesus Prayer: “Lord, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me.” A prayer that can be repeated and can become a true companion. Then one
day one will have the feeling that the prayer by its own actions passes from the lips to the heart. “It seemed as though my heart in its
ordinary beating began to say the words of the Prayer within each beat…I gave up saying the Prayer with my lips. I simply listened
carefully to what my heart was saying.”
Tue prayer continues to pray within me even when I am talking with others or concentrating on my work. The prayer has become the active presence of God’s Spirit guiding me through life. So our whole day can become a continual prayer.
The prayer of the heart is all-inclusive. It includes all our concerns and it includes everyone. It is the mystery that the heart,
which is the center of our being, is transformed by God into his own heart, a heart large enough to embrace the entire universe.
Through prayer we can carry in our heart all human pain and sorrow, all conflicts and agonies, all torture and war, all hunger, loneliness, and misery because God’s heart has become one with ours.
The Way of the Heart requires solitude, silence. (and prayer and some say humor as well.)

Permanent Diaconate Inquirers
Program: Is Christ Calling You?
God is calling each of us to serve one another in charity and
love and Pope Francis speaks to this
call constantly. For some there is a particular invitation to
serve Christ and the Church in
ordained ministry. The Permanent Diaconate, restored at Vatican II, is a ministry of service that
is open to married and single men. The deacon’s ministry, in
the words of Blessed Pope John
Paul II, “is the Church’s service sacramentalized.”
Deacons are ordained to the Ministry of Service in three areas:
Word, Sacrament, and Charity. As a
servant to the Word, deacons proclaim the gospel, instruct the
faithful, and evangelize by word and
deed, as did the great deacons Saint Stephen and Saint Francis. As a servant of the sacramental life of
the church, deacons preside at baptisms, assist at the Eucharist, bring the Eucharist to the sick and
suffering, witness marriages, bury the dead, and preside at
Benediction. As a servant of charity, like the
great deacon Saint Lawrence, deacons report the needs of the
community to the Church and bring its
support and assistance to those in need. The deacon is called
to be the “Icon of Christ the Servant”
living out the life of charity for the people of God and being an
“animator” for all to feed the hungry,
visit the sick, and care for one another in our brokenness.
Because deacons work in the secular world and most are married men with families, they share

in the worries and stresses of daily life. Permanent deacons
know well the difficulties of
balancing faith, family, and financial security. Through the
deacon living in the world as an
ordained minister, the Church knows personally the challenges, demands, fears, and anxieties of
the People of God. By his vocation the deacon bridges work,
family, and leisure with the life of
the Church. In fact, by living and working in the secular world,
the deacon seeks to model, in his
person, the integration of what one believes and how one lives.
If you are discerning God’s possible call to serve the Church as
a minister of Charity, Word, and
Sacrament as an ordained deacon in the Archdiocese of Boston, you and your wife are invited to take
part in the upcoming Online Inquirer Webinar Program. The
program consists of three sessions :
Session I: Who is the Deacon and am I one who is called?
• Option 1: Tuesday, September 29, 2020, 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM
• Option 2: Tuesday, October 6, 2020, 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Session II: Canonical Questions and Discernment
• Tuesday, October 20, 2020, 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Session III: Morning of Recollection/Application Process
• Saturday, November 14, 2020, 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
To register for the Webinar series please visit
www.bostondiaconate.org. Those who are interested in
the Diaconate are strongly encouraged to participate in all
three online webinar sessions. Questions
concerning the inquiry program can be directed to Deacon
Christopher Connelly, Director for the
Permanent Diaconate by email, cconnelly@rcab.org.

Have you been worshiping with
us, but never officially took the
step to become Catholic?
Have you been away from the
church and have now returned,
but want to know more?
Have you been a Catholic all
your life, but never celebrated
all the Sacraments of Initiation
(Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist?)
Have you joined us from a different background and would
now like to find out more about the Catholic Church?
If any of the above questions apply to you, we would love to
help you in your journey. Or, if you know of anyone who
could answer YES to any of the above questions, perhaps you
could extend an invitation to them!
In recent years, there has been a great increase in the number
of adults who are joining the Catholic Church. RCIA is a program designed to help non-Catholics and non-practicing
Catholics learn more about the Catholic faith through a series
of virtual discussions and prayer time. This program helps
people grow in faith and knowledge of God, and develop a
deeper relationship with God as they consider becoming
Catholic.
If you are not yet sure whether you want to become Catholic,
you are still welcome to participate as you make your decision. There is no obligation to join the Catholic Church and
regardless of your decision you are always welcome here at
St. Mary-St. Catherine of Siena Parish.

The Celebration of Priesthood
Virtual Gala
will take place this year on
September 29, 2020
This year, the event will be FREE!
Highlights include remarks from Cardinal Sean, and guest
speaker General Joseph F. Dunford, Jr. (Ret.), Former
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staﬀ.
The virtual fundraiser supports the Clergy Health and
Retirement Trust.
This Trust provides invaluable support to OUR 352
active priests and 212 senior priests.
Please visit 2020cop.org to register and to get
more information.

Please contact Sr. Nancy Citro, SND at (617) 242 4664 or ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org. for more information.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Dear Religious Education Families,
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our Religious
Education program has been re-imagined! Keeping in mind the
safety of our students and catechists, as well as the needs of our
families in this very stressful time, we have worked to create what
we hope will be a great virtual program for this year.
Before we finalize our plan, I would like to check in and get parent feedback. I will also check in with catechists to get catechist
feedback. Please see our web site for more details at
stmarystcatherine.org
As always, please feel free to reach out if you have any questions.
This plan is tentative and subject to change. We will notify you of
final plans by September 18.

Next week, we will have a special collection to beneﬁt the
Clergy Health and Retirement Trust, which helps care for
the health and well-being of our 536 active and senior priests
in good standing. Whether it is within our parish communities or in the community at large, our priests are making a
diﬀerence every day. By supporting the collection next
weekend, you can show your appreciation for the priests
who have made a diﬀerence in your life, the life of our parish, and the lives of countless others in our community. Senior priests who have served our community are Reverend Francis Cloherty
Reverend Edward Gallagher
Reverend Robert Kennedy
Reverend Robert Nee

Please register your child ASAP if you have not already.
God's Blessings to all as we move toward Fall and whatever our
school situations will look like!
Katy Fleming

“Preach the Gospel at all times
When necessary use words”
St. Francis of Assisi

MASS SCHEDULE

September 13—TwentyFourth Sunday in Ordinary
Time:
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The challenge in today’s Gospel, is
to forget how others have behaved toward us and to look to
God’s way of loving and forgiving.
Our focus must be on God.
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Is there a neighbor or friend of yours who
is in temporary need because of a loss of a
job or an illness? Please leave a message
for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul…we
want to help!
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To learn more contact us at
617-242-4664 or check out our web site!
stmarystcatherine.org
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Cardinal Sean
The Annual Wedding Anniversary
Mass with Cardinal Sean will be held on
November 1st at 3:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross. Couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, & 50th anniversaries
are invited to a-end in person or virtually.
To register go to;
h-ps://conta.cc/3dVM6ZR and for more
info contact Emily Ellio- at
EEllio-@RCAB.org

If you're interested in learning more
about homeschooling options for this
fall, then visit here or contact RCAB
Homeschooling Liaison and Spiritual
Director, Fr. Ed Riley at 617-746-5425
or rev.edward.riley@sjs.edu
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Anniversary Mass with

Homeschooling Bulletin
Announcement
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Annual Wedding
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in Pace
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Catholic Schools are
Safely Opening with InPerson Instruction
54 elementary schools and 8
high schools are opening for
live instruction five days per
week. Learn more about these
schools and others at:
https://
schoolswithliveinstruction.org
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ATTENDENCE 9/6
10:30 am

73

6:00 PM

23

Total 96

&

Weekend of
09/06/2020
$3,429.55

To the Weekly Collection
Thank you for your
continued support

We extend a warm welcome to all visitors and those who are new to our parish.
If you are new to Saint Mary -Saint Catherine of Siena Parish, please visit our website for events and resources. You may
also register on line at:
stmarystcatherine.org

