
 

 

St. Mary-St. Catherine 

Of Siena 

Roman Catholic Parish 

Charlestown, Massachusetts  ▪  Archdiocese of Boston 

October 11, 2020 

s t m a r y s t c a t h e r i n e . o r g  

 

 

To visitors to our Parish, to those 
who have recently moved into the 
area and to those comfortable and 
nourished here—Welcome To All. 
And, regardless of your status in 
the Church, your marital state, your 
ethnicity, your prior religious 
experience, your personal history, 
background or sexual orientation, 
please know that you are  
accepted and respected at Saint 
Mary–Saint Catherine of Siena 
Parish. Please introduce yourself to 
the priest and register as a 
member of our Parish. 

Welcome! 

Our Mission is to make active disciples of Jesus Christ by creating a welcoming community rich in 

spirituality and by moving people to embrace their God-given talents in the service of others  

and the care of creation. 

 OCTOBER IS NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

AWARENESS MONTH 

 
Saint Mary - Saint Catherine of 
Siena is an intentionally inclusive 
Roman Catholic Parish that wel-
comes all those who make up our 
diverse community in a way that 
reflects God’s love.  Nourished by 
the Gospel and the real presence 
of Jesus in the Eucharist, we build a 
vibrant Parish that strengthens our 
faith and elevates our worship.  
With gratitude for the gifts God 
has bestowed upon us, we respond 
to   His call to stewardship  and 
embrace our lives of service and 
compassion. 

About Us 

IIIINSIDENSIDENSIDENSIDE: RCIA: RCIA: RCIA: RCIA    

Walking through the barrios of 

Guayaquil, Ecuador one of the 

first impressions one has is the 

number of dogs that are every-

where. My old uncle had a say-

ing, “You could always tell a poor 

man – because he has a dog; you can always tell a very poor man, because he has two 

dogs!”  Even when there is limited food for everyone in the family – the dog is in 

the midst of the family and receives a li#le of whatever there is.  Of course, here 

in Charlestown the whole dog thing is huge – and I confess that I add to the affec-

tion folks have with dogs with my own Labrador, Lily.  
 

Yet, I find it troubling that, for some, the emphasis placed on pets seems more 

than concern for people, especially people in need. When a person is found to be 

abusing an animal, that story might make headlines, especially if the person is 

some sort of a celebrity. On the other hand, when a person is found to be abusing 

another person, some don’t consider it to be a big deal. But it is a big deal. 
 

Naturally, human relationships are more complex than our relationships with 

our pets. Intimate relationships between friends and spouses are especially com-

plex. When all is healthy, people understand the need for each other to express 

self in open and honest ways grounded in genuine love and care for the other. Yet 

all too often all is not healthy and one person in a relationship seeks to control the 

other by the use of physical, emotional, verbal, financial and/or sexual abuse. 

When this happens, it is called domestic violence. 
 

The best definition of violence I have ever heard is: “Anything done or not done 

that diminishes the dignity of another”. When you think about that – all of us have 

been violent and been victims of violence.  Yet domestic violence is the systematic 

use of violence to gain and maintain control over another. Perhaps the first re-

sponse to this definition is to think I am speaking about something that is uncom-

mon and certainly not in the neighborhood where I live. Sadly that is untrue. 
 

Domestic violence affects anyone regardless of age, gender, identity, sexual 

orientation, race, country of origin, ethnicity, culture, ancestry, socioeconomic 



 

 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Saturday Saturday Saturday – St. Mary ChurchSt. Mary ChurchSt. Mary ChurchSt. Mary Church    
4:00 p.m.  
    

Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday – St. MarySt. MarySt. MarySt. Mary ChurchChurchChurchChurch    
8:00 a.m.  
10:30 a.m. Family Mass 
6:00 p.m. (in Chapel during Summer months) 
    

Daily Mass Daily Mass Daily Mass Daily Mass Mon.-Fri., 8:00 a.m. at St. Catherine St. Catherine St. Catherine St. Catherine 
of Siena Chapel of Siena Chapel of Siena Chapel of Siena Chapel (entrance on Soley St. side of 
Church) 
    

Holidays  Holidays  Holidays  Holidays  9:00 a.m. in Chapel 
    

Reconciliation  Reconciliation  Reconciliation  Reconciliation  3:45 p.m. Saturday in Church or 
by appointment 
    

BaptismBaptismBaptismBaptism Visit stmarystcatherine.org/sacraments/ 
for our schedule or call Sr. Nancy at (617) 242-
4664. Preparation classes are held for Parents 
and Godparents on the preceding Friday  of the 
monthly baptism at 7PM in the Parish Center.  
    

PastorPastorPastorPastor    
Fr. James J. Ronan 
    

Pastoral AssociatePastoral AssociatePastoral AssociatePastoral Associate    
Sr. Nancy Citro, SNDdeN 
    

Business ManagerBusiness ManagerBusiness ManagerBusiness Manager    
James Santosuosso 
    

Social Ministry DirectorSocial Ministry DirectorSocial Ministry DirectorSocial Ministry Director    
Thomas J. MacDonald 
    

Pastoral Assistant, Faith FormationPastoral Assistant, Faith FormationPastoral Assistant, Faith FormationPastoral Assistant, Faith Formation    
Katy Fleming 
    
Director of MusicDirector of MusicDirector of MusicDirector of Music    
Matthew Arnold 
    

Administrative AssistantAdministrative AssistantAdministrative AssistantAdministrative Assistant    
Dianne Ludy 
 

Staff emails are first initial with last name 
(example, “jsmith@stmarystcatherine.org”) 
    

Clergy In ResidenceClergy In ResidenceClergy In ResidenceClergy In Residence    
Fr. Jerome Gillespie 
Fr. Ken Chemizie O.C.D. 
Fr. Anthony Nweke C.S.S.p. 
Fr. Britto Dhinakaran 
     
Visiting ClergyVisiting ClergyVisiting ClergyVisiting Clergy    
Fr. Pat Universal 
    

Hispanic MinistryHispanic MinistryHispanic MinistryHispanic Ministry    
Blanca Paz 
    

Vice Chairs Pastoral CouncilVice Chairs Pastoral CouncilVice Chairs Pastoral CouncilVice Chairs Pastoral Council    
Brendon Sullivan 
    

Vice Chair Finance CouncilVice Chair Finance CouncilVice Chair Finance CouncilVice Chair Finance Council    
Nancy Higgins 

  Parish Center  
& Eucharistic Chapel 

46 Winthrop Street   617-242-4664 
 

Saint Mary Church 
55 Warren Street 

 
Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel 

Warren and Soley Street 
 

Social Ministry Office 
49 Vine Street   617-580-8305 

 
 

 
Good Shepherd School  

20 Winthrop Street  617-242-8800 

V i s i t  u s  a t  

s t m a r y s t c a t h e r i n e . o r g  
a n d  

f a c e b o o k . c o m /
s t m a r y s t c a t h e r i n e  

The Church is handicap-accessible on Soley Street. 

The Chapel is handicap-accessible on Winthrop Street. 

 

To learn more contact us at  
617-242-4664 or check out our web site! 

stmarystcatherine.org 

status, religion, etc. It has been estimated that 85% of domestic violence victims 

are women. Recent statistics in the United States report nearly one in four women 

experience violence by a current or former spouse or boyfriend at some point in 

her life. And it’s reported that during this pandemic time, domestic violence is on 

the rise. The picture is clear – Domestic Violence is a huge issue and needs to be 

brought out of the closet and into the light.  
 

The more our community is aware of these realities the safer all persons in our 

community will be. And while the men and women impacted are many, it is the 

children who are in families where there is violence who are profoundly affected 

and often emotionally crippled in their own development.  
 

So what do we do? October is DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS 

MONTH. Look around. Learn about resources that are here in Charlestown and 

in our city that can help someone in an abusive relationship. Talk with a member 

of the local clergy, speak with a close friend. Often speaking about one’s suffering 

can be the first step toward receiving help – for everyone concerned. 
 

In God’s eyes, each of us is precious and no person, ever in any way shape or 

form, has the right to abuse another. When this happens, both the person abused 

and the abuser need help and need to find healing and support.  
 

Fr. Ronan 

Cont. 

SEE:  Resources For Those Affected By Domestic Violence - pp4 
 

Dear Friends, 

I am away on retreat and 
will be back later in the 
month.   

As always, I will be holding 
you all in prayer. 

May God bless you, 

Fr. Ronan 



 

 

Banns  

Of  

Marriage 

II 

 

Mike Keenan 

&  

Kristy Hergrueter 

Jesús conocía muy bien cómo disfrutaban los campesinos de Galilea en las bodas que se 
celebraban en las aldeas. Sin duda, él mismo tomó parte en más de una. ¿Qué experiencia 
podía haber más gozosa para aquellas gentes que ser invitados a una boda y poder sentarse 
con los vecinos a compartir juntos un banquete de bodas? 
  
Este recuerdo vivido desde niño le ayudó en algún momento a comunicar su experiencia de 
Dios de una manera nueva y sorprendente. Según Jesús, Dios está preparando un banquete 
final para todos sus hijos pues a todos los quiere ver sentados, junto a él, disfrutando para 
siempre de una vida plenamente dichosa. 

  
Podemos decir que Jesús entendió su vida entera como una gran invitación a una fiesta final en nombre de Dios. Por 

eso, Jesús no impone nada a la fuerza, no presiona a nadie. Anuncia la Buena Noticia de Dios, despierta la confianza en el 
Padre, enciende en los corazones la esperanza. A todos les ha de llegar su invitación. 

  
¿Qué ha sido de esta invitación de Dios? ¿Quién la anuncia? ¿Quién la escucha? ¿Dónde se habla en la Iglesia de 

esta fiesta final? Satisfechos con nuestro bienestar, sordos a lo que no sea nuestros intereses inmediatos, nos parece que 
ya no necesitamos de Dios ¿Nos acostumbraremos poco a poco a vivir sin necesidad de alimentar una esperanza última? 

  
Jesús era realista. Sabía que la invitación de Dios puede ser rechazada. En la parábola de “los invitados a la boda” se 

habla de diversas reacciones de los invitados. Unos rechazan la invitación de manera consciente y rotunda: “no quisieron 
ir. Otros responden con absoluta indiferencia: “no hicieron caso”. Les importan más sus tierras y negocios. 

  
Pero, según la parábola, Dios no se desalienta. Por encima de todo, habrá una fiesta final. El deseo de Dios es que la 

sala del banquete se llene de invitados. Por eso, hay que ir a “los cruces de los caminos”, por donde caminan tantas gen-
tes errantes, que viven sin esperanza y sin futuro. La Iglesia ha de seguir anunciando con fe y alegría la invitación de Dios 
proclamada en el Evangelio de Jesús. 

  
El papa Francisco está preocupado por una predicación que se obsesiona “por la transmisión desarticulada de una mul-

titud de doctrinas que se intenta imponer a fuerza de insistencia”. El mayor peligro está según él en que ya “no será propia-
mente el Evangelio lo que se anuncie, sino algunos acentos doctrinales o morales que proceden de determinadas op-
ciones ideológicas. El mensaje correrá el riesgo de perder su frescura y dejará de tener olor a Evangelio”. 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 10/11, 2020  
 

There are a number of Bible verses Christians have memorized. One of 

them is in Saint Paul’s le#er to the Philippians found in this weekend’s 

second reading: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 

me” (4:13). Most people define themselves either by their problems or 

their possibilities. Fearful people wake up each morning ensnared by their 

problems. Christian stewards wake up reflecting on their possibilities with 

confidence and hope. Some stewardship reflection questions for the week: 

What challenges do you back away from because you doubt that you are 

up to them? What would you a#empt tomorrow if you were sure God 

would help you?  

WWME Inviting Couple  

 

ʺThen repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God 

what belongs to God.ʺ   Your marriage belongs to God.  Bring 

God into your marriage on the Worldwide Marriage Encoun-

ter Experience via Zoom for seven sessions every Monday 

and Thursday evenings starting on November 2 - 23 from 7-

9:30 PM. Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is 

required. For more information or to apply, call John and To-

ni Torio at 718-344-3700 or visit us at h#p://www.wwme.org/ 



 

 

Resources For Those Affected By Domestic Violence 

 

In a dangerous or immediately threatening situation, always call 911 first, to keep yourself and your children safe. 

MA SafeLink 24/7 Hotline 1-877-785-2020 

• The best first step for guidance on how to approach your situation 

• Directly connects women to immediate shelter and long-term housing options in Mass. 

• Assists with safety planning, crisis intervention, as well as supportive listening and guidance 

Multilingual counselors, and access to translation service for over 130 languages 

National Domestic Violence 24/7 Hotline 1-800-799-7233 

• Provides immediate support and guidance, as well as brainstorming help for appropriate next steps 

Also offers free support via live chat on their website (www.thehotline.org) between 8am and 3am EST, if you are 
not able to access a safe phone 

Passageway at BWH 1-617-732-8753 

• Offers legal advocacy services, safety planning, counseling, support groups, and referrals to outside resources like housing & law-
yers 

• Offers services in English and Spanish, with access to interpreters for other languages 

• Locations at BWH, Faulkner Hospital, Southern Jamaica Plain Health Center, Brookside Community Health Center, Whittier 
Street Health Center, and Mission Hill Community 

At times other than M-F 8:30-5:30, call 1-617-732-5520, ext. 31808 to page advocate-on-call 

HAVEN at MGH 1-617-724-0054 

• Provides support groups, counseling, advocacy, workshops, safety planning, resource referrals, and supportive accompaniment to 
court and other appointments 

• Locations at MGH, as well as in Chelsea and Revere 

• Offers multi-lingual support through bilingual counselors and on-call translators 

• At times other than M-F 8:30-5:30, call 1-617-726-2241 to page advocate-on-call 

HELP US CLOSE OUT OUR APPEAL CAMPAIGN HELP US CLOSE OUT OUR APPEAL CAMPAIGN HELP US CLOSE OUT OUR APPEAL CAMPAIGN HELP US CLOSE OUT OUR APPEAL CAMPAIGN     

    

I am pleased to share that even during these difficult #mes, St. Mary-St. Catherine of 

Siena has raised $32,285.00 toward our 2020 Catholic Appeal goal of $33,507.00. 

Our hear1elt thanks to all who have helped make our campaign a success so far.  

Whether you are a4ending Mass in person or watching from home, I invite you to 

join me in suppor#ng the Catholic Appeal.   We recognize that many of you may be 

naviga#ng your own financial challenges but ask for your prayerful considera#on of a 

gi9 to the 2020 Catholic Appeal at whatever level is comfortable for you.  If you have 

not received a Catholic Appeal le4er or email request, dona#ons can be made on line 

at www.bostoncatholicappeal.org  



 

 

Celebrating the  
Sacrament of  

Baptism  

is  

always a joyful event in 

our Parish. It’s such a 

privilege to facilitate this 

momentous event in the lives of families 

and in particular, the life of the child. To 

learn more, please contact Sr. Nancy at  

617-242-4664 or email:  

ncitro @stmarystcatherine.org. 

RCIA 

♦ Have you been worshiping with us, but never officially took the step to become Catho-

lic? 

♦ Have you been away from the church and have now returned, but want to know 

more? 

♦ Have you been a Catholic all your life, but never celebrated all the Sacraments of Initi-

ation (Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist?) 

♦  Have you joined us from a different background and would now like to find out more 

about the Catholic Church? 

 
 

If any of the above questions apply to you, we would love to help you in your journey.  Or, if you know of anyone who 

could answer YES to any of the above questions, perhaps you could extend an invitation to them! 

In recent years, there has been a great increase in the number of adults who are joining the Catholic Church. RCIA is a 

program designed to help non-Catholics and non-practicing Catholics learn more about the Catholic faith through a series 

of  virtual discussions and prayer time. This program helps people grow in faith and knowledge of God, and develop a 

deeper relationship with God as they consider becoming Catholic. 

If you are not yet sure whether you want to become Catholic, you are still welcome to participate as you make your de-

cision. There is no obligation to join the Catholic Church and regardless of your decision you are always welcome here at 

St. Mary-St. Catherine of Siena Parish.  

 

Please contact Sr. Nancy Citro, SND at (617) 242 -4664 or ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org.  for more information. 

  
World Mission Sunday 

We are Baptized and Sent! 
 

Next week is World Mission Sunday, in a special Extraordinary 
Missionary Month. We are called through our baptism to be part 
of the Church’s missionary efforts, through prayer, self-sacrifice 
and support of missionary vocations through material aid. 
Remembering that we are baptized and sent as a Universal Church 
of Christ on mission in the world, we can… 
PRAY for the Church’s worldwide missionary work 
OFFER financial HELP and CHARITY through The Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith for vulnerable communities throughout 
Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Pacific Islands. 

 

Collection October 17 and 18 

Women’s Group 

The women’s group is held every other 

Wednesday evening at 6:30 via Zoom! 

If you are interested in joining the Women’s 

Group, please contact Sr. Nancy at 

617.242.4664 or via email at  

ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org. 



 

 

Weekend of  10/04/2020 
 

 $9,765.55 

To the Weekly Collection 

And  

$250.00 to  

Clergy Health & Retirement 

$220.00 
To the Monthly Collection 

 

Thank you for your  

continued support  

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

 

10:30 AM S<=>?@ M?AA B= 

B<C WDEAFGD  BC  
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S<=>?@  10/11 

8:00 ?K  
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8:00 ?K  
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8:00 ?K  + JBO= MBADPD@ 

 

FCF>?@  10/16 

8:00 ?K  

 

S?G<C>?@  10/17 

9:00 ?K  
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10:30 ?K + P?<P & P?<PF=D 

 O’CB==BC ?=> EAGODC & 
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6:00 LK 

Our Stewardship 

Prayer   

by the Welcoming 

Commi3ee 
 

 

 

Heavenly Father, instill in 

our hearts a spirit   of love 

and compassion. May we foster 

a welcoming parish community with 

acceptance and respect for all. Inspire 

us to make a difference by being gen-

erous with our time and talents. 

Please send your Holy Spirit among 

us to remind us to follow Jesus and 

his teachings in all aspects of our 

lives. As we end this Mass, may we go 

forth and spread goodwill among our 

neighbors, friends, and fellow parish-

ioners.   Through Christ, our Lord.  

Amen 

We extend a warm  welcome to all visi-
tors and those who are new to our parish. 
If you are new to Saint Mary -Saint Cathe-
rine of Siena Parish, please visit our web-
site for events and  resources.  You may 

also  register on line at:   
stmarystcatherine.org 

ATTENDENCE 10/04 

4:00 pm      42 

8:00 am       32 

10:30 am     127 

6:00 PM       21 
 

Total  222 

“Preach the “Preach the “Preach the “Preach the     

Gospel at all timesGospel at all timesGospel at all timesGospel at all times    

When necessary use When necessary use When necessary use When necessary use 

words”words”words”words”    
    

----    St. Francis of AssisiSt. Francis of AssisiSt. Francis of AssisiSt. Francis of Assisi    

S?G<C>?@A ?G 3:15 LK  

DE FG HIIDJKLMNKL 

By calling the Parish Office at 

617-242-4664 

SLFCFG<-

?P NBCIA 

BS KDCH@  
  

IO GDP QDPRS RJTN LD UVWNSPRN 

H MHUU DE RJXWL H SHKVLPHEG 

CHKSRN ODE  H RDYNS DKN, 

IRNHUN VHRR LWN PHEJUW CNKLNE 

HL 617-242-4664  

 

Monday, October 12 we       
celebrate the holiday,               

Columbus Day. 

 

The office will be closed. 

Dear Marian Friends, 

 On Saturday,  we gather for 

our Saturday Rosary via Zoom.  

Sign on is at 8AM, and we will begin 

praying at 8:15AM. 

All are most welcome. 

 If you are interested, please email 

Donna at donna.lecam@gmail.com 

for the Zoom information. 


