St. Mary-St. Catherine
Of Siena
Roman Catholic Parish
Charlestown, Massachusetts ▪ Archdiocese of Boston
stmarystcatherine.org

Our Mission is to make active disciples of Jesus Christ by creating a welcoming community rich in
spirituality and by moving people to embrace their God-given talents in the service of others
and the care of creation.

The Attraction of Angels

March 21, 2021

Welcome!

It seems wrong to think about death in
the springtime. Yet in this COVID era,
we all know death is ever-present and
never discriminates about whom, when
or where. Death scares us. In fact, death
is the ultimate of all fears. All others are
minor expressions of death.

To visitors to our Parish, to those
who have recently moved into the
area and to those comfortable and
nourished here—Welcome To All.
And, regardless of your status in
the Church, your marital state, your
ethnicity, your prior religious
experience, your personal history,
background or sexual orientation,
please know that you are
accepted and respected at Saint
Mary–Saint Catherine of Siena
Parish. Please introduce yourself to
the priest and register as a
member of our Parish.

Almost always, death means pain,
suﬀering and grief, especially when
death is sudden and arrives for the
young and beloved. In fact, the proportion of suﬀering seems in direct relationship to those two realities. There is no
one who is exempt from the experience
of death, although some of us have more
experience with death than others.

About Us
Saint Mary - Saint Catherine of
Siena is an intentionally inclusive
Roman Catholic Parish that welcomes all those who make up our
diverse community in a way that
reflects God’s love. Nourished by
the Gospel and the real presence
of Jesus in the Eucharist, we build a
vibrant Parish that strengthens our
faith and elevates our worship.
With gratitude for the gifts God
has bestowed upon us, we respond
to His call to stewardship and
embrace our lives of service and
compassion.

Death impels us to look and think outside of ourselves and, for many, this
means to seek understanding and answers, consolation and comfort in our
God. Our tradition has taught us from the earliest of times that God’s plan is that
every person has a destiny in eternity, a place beyond this life that never ends. In
the English language, we call that place Heaven.
In 2010 Todd Burpo published a small book called: Heaven is for Real: a LiĴle
Boy’s Astounding Story of His Trip to Heaven and Back. The book describing the near
death experience of three year old Colton was on The New York Times bestseller
list for more than 60 months. I read the book a few years ago and there is good
reason it continues to be a very popular read across America. The story contains
details that all of us long to know and stretch to imagine. The innocence and beauty of the child’s descriptions of angels and music, knowledge of a range of issues
beyond a child’s ability to have known, and his encounter with Jesus, challenge
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our beliefs. Yet we all want to know more, and many of us are so deeply a racted
to angels!
I believe our Creator God has “wired” us for Heaven. The restlessness of the
human heart that lures all of us into searching for satisfaction and completion is
never at peace until it rests in authentic love. And Love is God. Our destiny is not
in this life, rather beyond it and yet the entrance to our destiny is our death. Wow!
What a peculiar set of circumstances each of us has to find a way to accept and live
into. Often the elderly have taught me to clear away all the stuﬀ that might have
been important, and long for what really ma ers. Over and again I have heard, “I
am ready – I want to go home,” from folks who have lived through illness and aging.
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The Gospel for this fifth Sunday of Lent finds Jesus anticipating His own death
while at the same time teaching us how to live and how to die. Jesus uses the simple example of a seed that needs to die in order to be fruitful – what a paradox. In
%DSWLVP9LVLWVWPDU\VWFDWKHULQHRUJVDFUDPHQWV fact, He is speaking about all of us and the necessity of dying to our selfishness in
IRURXUVFKHGXOHRUFDOO6U1DQF\DW   order to be fully alive, which is to say, in order to love and to be loved.
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This story gives a glimpse of what God wants for every one of us: to move
through our reality and suﬀering, to find a path in life of faith and love and, in this
sweet experience of living, prepare to die so that we may live completely and always.
The upcoming celebration of Holy Week and Easter brings into the sharpest
focus the relationship among living, suﬀering and dying with a future hope of resurrection. Jesus has shown the way, and at the very center of this way is Love. For
it is in love that one dies to self and through love that one arrives at fullness of life
now and in eternity.
Fr. Ronan

Our Stewardship Prayer
by the Welcoming CommiĴee
Heavenly Father, instill in our hearts a spirit of love and compassion. May
we foster a welcoming parish community with acceptance and respect for all.
Inspire us to make a difference by being generous with our time and talents.
Please send your Holy Spirit among us to remind us to follow Jesus and his
teachings in all aspects of our lives. As we end this Mass, may we go forth and spread
goodwill among our neighbors, friends, and fellow parishioners. Through Christ, our
Lord. Amen
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CALL TO STEWARDSHIP
Gratefully acknowledging that God gives us all, we each willingly offer our unique
gifts to one another and all creation in the Spirit of Jesus Christ.
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Visit us at
stmarystcatherine.org
and
facebook.com/
stmarystcatherine

The Church is handicap-accessible on Soley Street.
The Chapel is handicap-accessible on Winthrop Street.
Parish Center
& Eucharistic Chapel
46 Winthrop Street 617-242-4664
Saint Mary Church
55 Warren Street
Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel

Warren and Soley Street
Social Ministry Office
49 Vine Street 617-580-8305
Good Shepherd School
20 Winthrop Street 617-242-8800

Fifth Sunday of Lent - March 20/21, 2021
Proclaimed this weekend is the Gospel story of Jesus inviting his
disciples into a great mystery with curious pronouncements: Those
who love their lives just as they are will lose them. If a grain of
wheat dies, it will bear much fruit…What does Jesus mean? The
climactic event of Jesus’ passion and death is drawing closer; a time
when the great confrontation between Jesus and the powers of
darkness take place. When Jesus is lifted up, he will draw all to himself. The Christian steward knows life can’t be lived in complacency.
We are called to die to self, bear more fruit, be raised up with Jesus.
Jesus brings discomfort to those who are comfortable. Jesus urges us
to give witness in his name. How will we respond?

En este quinto domingo de Cuaresma, el evangelista Juan nos llama la atención
con un particular curioso: algunos «griegos», de religión judía, llegados a Jerusalén para la fiesta de la Pascua, se dirigen al apóstol Felipe y le dicen:
«Queremos ver a Jesús» (Jn 12, 21). En la ciudad santa, donde Jesús fue por última vez, hay mucha gente. Están los pequeños y los sencillos, que han acogido
festivamente al profeta de Nazaret reconociendo en Él al Enviado del Señor.
Están los sumos sacerdotes y los líderes del pueblo, que lo quieren eliminar
porque lo consideran herético y peligroso. También hay personas, como esos
«griegos», que tienen curiosidad por verlo y por saber más acerca de su persona y de las obras realizadas por Él,
la última de las cuales —la resurrección de Lázaro— causó mucha sensación.
«Queremos ver a Jesús»: estas palabras, al igual que muchas otras en los Evangelios, van más allá del episodio
particular y expresan algo universal; revelan un deseo que atraviesa épocas y culturas, un deseo presente en el
corazón de muchas personas que han oído hablar de Cristo, pero no lo han encontrado aún. «Yo deseo ver a
Jesús», así siente el corazón de esta gente.
Respondiendo indirectamente, de modo profético, a aquel pedido de poderlo ver, Jesús pronuncia una profecía
que revela su identidad e indica el camino para conocerlo verdaderamente: «Ha llegado la hora de que sea glorificado el Hijo del hombre» (Jn 12, 23). ¡Es la hora de la Cruz! Es la hora de la derrota de Satanás, príncipe del
mal, y del triunfo definitivo del amor misericordioso de Dios. Cristo declara que será «levantado sobre la tierra» (v. 32), una expresión con doble significado: «levantado» en cuanto crucificado, y «levantado» porque fue
exaltado por el Padre en la Resurrección, para atraer a todos hacia sí y reconciliar a los hombres con Dios y entre
ellos. La hora de la Cruz, la más oscura de la historia, es también la fuente de salvación para todos los que creen
en Él.
Continuando con la profecía sobre su Pascua ya inminente, Jesús usa una imagen sencilla y sugestiva, la del
«grano de trigo» que, al caer en la tierra, muere para dar fruto (cf. v. 24). En esta imagen encontramos otro aspecto de la Cruz de Cristo: el de la fecundidad. La cruz de Cristo es fecunda. La muerte de Jesús, de hecho, es
una fuente inagotable de vida nueva, porque lleva en sí la fuerza regeneradora del amor de Dios. Inmersos en
este amor por el Bautismo, los cristianos pueden convertirse en «granos de trigo» y dar mucho fruto si, al igual
que Jesús, «pierden la propia vida» por amor a Dios y a los hermanos (cf. v. 25).
Por este motivo, a aquellos que también hoy «quieren ver a Jesús», a los que están en búsqueda del rostro de Dios; a quien recibió una catequesis cuando era pequeño y luego no la profundizó más y quizá ha perdido la fe; a
muchos que aún no han encontrado a Jesús personalmente...; a todas estas personas podemos ofrecerles tres cosas: el Evangelio; el Crucifijo y el testimonio de nuestra fe, pobre pero sincera. El Evangelio: ahí podemos encontrar a Jesús, escucharlo, conocerlo. El Crucifijo: signo del amor de Jesús que se entregó por nosotros. Y
luego, una fe que se traduce en gestos sencillos de caridad fraterna. Pero principalmente en la coherencia de
vida: entre lo que decimos y lo que vivimos, coherencia entre nuestra fe y nuestra vida, entre nuestras palabras y
nuestras acciones. Evangelio, Crucifijo y testimonio. Que la Virgen nos ayude a llevar estas tres cosas.

A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER

March 25th - Feast of the
Annunciation of Our Lord

for March
Lord Jesus,
We journey with you this Lenten
season,
in a time of stress and uncertainty,
ever closer to Jerusalem,
ever closer to your death on the cross.
We hear your Gospel mandate:
“Deny yourself,
take up your cross
and follow me,”
but we are unsure of their meaning,
or anxious about their true intent.
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
give us the strength
to deny the “self”
that keeps us from being good stewards
of your teachings, and of those
who need our love and compassion.
Give us a deeper awareness
of the cross in our own lives
so that we may embrace it
and join our sufferings with yours
in a world in need of your redemption.
And give us the confidence to follow
you
no matter the cost;
knowing that if we die with you,
we will also live with you
and eternally rejoice in your
resurrection.
We humbly ask this of you
who live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.
Amen.

Dear Marian
Friends,
On Saturdays, we gather for our Saturday
Rosary via Zoom.
Sign on is at
8AM, and we will
begin
praying
at
8:15AM.
If you are interested, please
email Donna at:
Donna.lecam@gmail.com
for the Zoom information.

All are most welcome.

In the sixth month, the angel Gabrielle was
sent from God to a town of Galilee called
Nazareth to a virgin betrothed to a man
named Joseph, of the house of David, and
the virgin’s name was Mary. And coming to
her he said “Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you.” She was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then
the angel said to her “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God.” “Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High and
the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father and he will rule over
the house of Jacob forever” But Mary said to the angel “How can this be since
I have no relations with a man?” And the angel said to her in reply “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you. Therefore, the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God”
NAB Luke, 1: 26 - 35

Religious Education Calendar:

Grade 4/5/6 - April 27

The last class for year 2020/2021 for the
Religious Education students will be in
the month of April.

Confirmation I - April 11

Family Formation will be held on April 11.

Grade 2 will receive First Holy
Communion on Sunday, May 2. Their
First Penance was on March 18.

Grade K - April 25,
Grade 1 - April 25
Grade 2 - April 13
Grade 3 - April 6

Confirmation II - April 11

Confirmation students receiving
the Sacrament of Confirmation will do so
on Saturday, May 1.

Gallagher Scholarship
Applications for the Gallagher Scholarship, offered by St. Vincent de Paul Society to
eligible Charlestown residents entering their first year of college, will be available next
month. Please look for upcoming details on our web site, Newsletter, and the Bulletin.

Clergy Benefit Trust
Every Easter, our parish collection benefits
Clergy Trust which cares for the health and
well-being of our priests in good standing.
By supporting the collection, you can show
your appreciation and support for the
priests who have made and continue to
make a difference in your life, the life of
our parish, and the lives of countless others
in our community. See this week’s bulletin
for ways to make your gift today. This year
more than ever, your support is needed
and appreciated.
Thank you in advance for your generosity
to this collection.

Stations of the Cross
1) Jesus is condemned to death.
2) Jesus takes up His Cross
3) Jesus falls for the first time
4) Jesus meets his mother
5) Simon Cyrene helps carry the Cross
6) Veronica wipes the face of Jesus
7) Jesus fall the second time
8) Jesus consoles the women of Jerusalem
9) Jesus falls the third time
10) Jesus is stripped of His garments

Palm Sunday Masses

11) Jesus is nailed to the Cross

Saturday
4:00 pm

12) Jesus dies on the Cross

Sunday

13) Jesus is laid in the arms of His Mother
14) Jesus is laid in the tomb

8:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

With each station, there is a mediation
and the following prayer can be used.

Monday

We adore You, O Christ, and we praise
You.

Tuesday

Because by Your holy Cross and Resurrection, You have redeemed the
world.

Wednesday

8:00 am Mass

8:00 am Mass

8:00 am Mass

Triduum
Holy Thursday

Tʊʇ Sʖʃʖʋʑʐʕ ʑʈ ʖʊʇ Cʔʑʕʕ ʙʋʎʎ ʄʇ ʎʋʘʇ
ʑʐ Fʃʅʇʄʑʑʍ ʑʐ ʉʑʑʆ Fʔʋʆʃʛ, Aʒʔʋʎ 2ʐʆ
ʃʖ 3:00 ʒʏ ʃʐʆ ʙʋʎʎ ʃʎʕʑ ʄʇ ʃʘʃʋʎʃʄʎʇ ʑʐ
ʑʗʔ ʙʇʄ ʕʋʖʇ

8:00 am Prayer Service
7:30 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday
8:00 am Prayer Service
3:00 pm Stations of the Cross
7:30 pm Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday
Celebrating the
Sacrament of
Baptism
is always a joyful
event in our Parish.
It’s such a privilege
to facilitate this momentous event in the lives of
families and in particular, the life of the child. To
learn more, please contact Sr. Nancy at:
617-242-4664 or email:
ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org

9:00 am Prayer Service
7:30 pm Easter Vigil

EASTER MASSES
Sunday 8:00 am; 10:30 am & 12:30 pm
Because of limited seating during this time of
pandemic, we will put information in next week’s
bulletin for you to register for the Mass you hope
to attend. This process will enable us to reserve a
seat for you.

ATTENDANCE

MASS SCHEDULE
10:30 ʃʏ Sʗʐʆʃʛ Mʃʕʕ ʙʋʎʎ ʄʇ
ʑʐ ʑʗʔ Wʇʄʕʋʖʇ ʑʔ
Fʃʅʇʄʑʑʍ Lʋʘʇ
Sʃʖʗʔʆʃʛ 03/20
9:00 ʃʏ
4:00 ʒʏ + Wʃʐʆʃ Eʆʙʃʔʆʕ
Sʗʐʆʃʛ 03/21
8:00 ʃʏ + Rʃʅʊʇʎ Tʃʛʎʑʔ
Bʃʔʄʇʔʋʃʐ
10:30 ʃʏ + Tʊʑʏʃʕ Rʇʉʃʐ
6:00 ʒʏ
Rʑʕʃʔʛ ʕʃʋʆ ʄʇʈʑʔʇ
Dʃʋʎʛ Mʃʕʕ ʃʖ 7:30
Mʑʐʆʃʛ 03/22
8:00 ʃʏ
Tʗʇʕʆʃʛ 03/23
8:00 ʃʏ
Wʇʆʐʇʕʆʃʛ 03/24
8:00 ʃʏ - Pʔʃʛʇʔ Gʗʋʎʆ
Tʊʗʔʕʆʃʛ 03/5
8:00 ʃʏ
Fʔʋʆʃʛ 03/26
8:00 ʃʏ + Mʋʐʐʋʇ, Tʔʃʐʓʗʋʎʎʋʐʑ,
Vʋʐʅʇʐʖ Cʋʖʔʑ,
Jʑʕʇʒʊ & Aʔʖʊʗʔ Mʃʔʋ &
Fʃʄʋʑ Lʃʗʆʃʆʋʑ

Resquiescat in
Pace
Daniel Krystyn
Cheryl Scadding
Weekend of
Mar 13 -14, 2021
Parishioners contributed
$ 4,909.10
To the Weekly Collection
And
$1,345 for the second collection

4:00 pm
8:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm
Total

39
16
63
22
140

UPCOMING COLLECTIONS
March 28
April 2
April 4

- Parish Easter Collection
- Holy Land, good Friday
- Clergy Benefit Trust

Thank you for your
continued support

Easter Flowers:
Names for the Easter Flowers
Bulletin must be submi ed no later
than Thursdayy, March 25. Please bring
your envelope to Mass, or the Parish
Center
(46 Winthrop, 9-5, M-F), or email
dludy@stmarystcatherine.org with the
subject “Easter names”.

We extend a warm
welcome to all visitors and those
who are new to our
parish.
If you are new to Saint Mary -Saint
Catherine of Siena Parish, please
visit our website for events and resources. You may also register on
line at:
stmarystcatherine.org

Great News - Worldwide Marriage
Encounter has gone "Virtual"!

Sʃʖʗʔʆʃʛ 03/27
9:00 ʃʏ
4:00 ʒʏ + Gʇʐʇ MʃʅFʃʆʉʇʐ
Sʗʐʆʃʛ 03/28
8:00 ʃʏ Tʊʇ Lʇʅʃʏ Fʃʏʋʎʛ
10:30 ʃʏ + Cʑʎʎʇʇʐ Bʑʙʏʃʐ
6:00 ʒʏ

March 13 - 14

CORI TIME!
Fʑʔ ʖʊʇ ʐʇʚʖ ʈʇʙ ʙʇʇʍʕ, ʙʇ
ʙʋʎʎ ʄʇ ʅʑʐʆʗʅʖʋʐʉ ʑʗʔ
ʃʐʐʗʃʎ CORI Rʇʓʗʇʕʖʕ ʈʑʔ
ʃʎʎ ʘʑʎʗʐʖʇʇʔʕ ʑʈ ʑʗʔ
Pʃʔʋʕʊ. Cʑʒʋʇʕ ʑʈ ʖʊʇ ʈʑʔʏʕ
ʙʋʎʎ ʄʇ ʃʖ ʖʊʇ ʄʃʅʍ ʑʈ ʖʊʇ
Cʊʗʔʅʊ, ʃʐʆ ʃʖ ʖʊʇ Pʃʔʋʕʊ
Cʇʐʖʇʔ. Pʎʇʃʕʇ ʕʗʄʏʋʖ ʖʊʇ
ʈʑʔʏ ʄʛ Fʔʋʆʃʛ, Mʃʔʅʊ 29.
Fʑʔ ʃʐʛ ʓʗʇʕʖʋʑʐʕ ʑʔ
ʃʕʕʋʕʖʃʐʅʇ, ʒʎʇʃʕʇ ʅʃʎʎ ʖʊʇ
ʒʃʔʋʕʊ ʅʇʐʖʇʔ ʃʖ 617-2424664. Tʊʃʐʍ ʛʑʗ.

To support married couples during this
time of social distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage experiences. Some are on weekends
and some span multiple weeks on a given
weekday. Couples will explore their individual personality styles, improve listening and communication skills, understand
God’s plan for their marriage, and learn
how to keep their relationship a priority.
Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is required. For more information or to apply, call at or visit them at
https://wwmema.org/.
“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain
of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it
remains just a grain of wheat; but if it
dies, it produces much fruit.” We must
die to self to give more in our marriage.
Learn how to be the best spouse possible
by participating in a virtual Worldwide
Marriage Encounter experience on

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak,
businesses and consumer behavior
are significantly impacted.

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS
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Please consider supporting the
sponsors on the back pages to help
keep the local economy strong.
Also, visit their websites to see how they
can assist you with any of their services
you may need through these difficult times.
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Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations
Mass is included with all of our tours!

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines
of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of
Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe
• Pilgrimage to Lourdes • Scottish Highlands
• Camino, a walking journey for the soul
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or
email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours

Take
k your FAITH
ON A JOURNEY
For Advertising call 617-779-3771
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Saint Mary & Saint Catherine of Siena, Charlestown, MA

4898

(978) 851-9103

JOHN L. TOBIN

JEFFREY A.
GOLDMAN
D.D.S., L.L.C.

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

ATTORNEY AT LAW
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

FAMILY DENTISTRY
EVENING & SATURDAY HOURS

ONE THOMPSON SQUARE
STE. 105, CHARLESTOWN

Rosaries from Flowers

ONE THOMSPON SQUARE
SUITE 203
CHARLESTOWN, MA 02129

(617) 242-7881
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www.drgoldmandentist.com

“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

johnltobinlaw.com
johnltobin@gmail.com

(617) 242-0663

Serving your legal and
real estate needs Since 1987

We Deliver
617.242.4877

Support Local
Business
When patronizing our Sponsors
let them know you saw them in the
Church Bulletin.

9 Moulton St., Charlestown, MA
www.mccarthyliquors.com

Fine wines • Spirits • Craft Beers and Seasonal Brews
Ales • Kegs and more.

Saint Agnes
school

Hours: Mon - Wed: 9am - 10pm | Thur - Sat 9am - 11pm | Sun 12pm - 6pm
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THE
NEWMAN
SCHOOL

Gr

The answer to your
real estate prayers.
Eve Dougherty 617.838.5884
Vice President eve@compass.com

39 Medford Street
Arlington, MA 02474
781-643-9031 ext. 8305
www.saintagnesschool.com

2

DONOR FELL THROUGH!

A coed, private college preparatory high school in the Back Bay.
Small class sizes, quality college acceptances, vibrant sports
program, International Baccalaureate diploma option.
www.newmanboston.org

ſ3/($6(+(/36$9($/,)(ſ
CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM
KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED!

AD SPACE

BLOOD TYPE “O”
POSITIVE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

ADVERTISING SALES
PART TIME. WORK FROM HOME.

Sell Ads for this Bulletin and more.
Contact us or send your resume to hr@thebostonpilot.com

Please Patronize
our Sponsors
When patronizing our Sponsors
let them know you saw them in the
Church Bulletin.

They make this Bulletin Possible

Helping seniors stay healthy.
Call 1-888-566-3526
(TTY 711) to join.
Here today,
here tomorrow.

“Pray without Ceasing” 1
Thessalonians 5:17

healthier priests. stronger communities.
The strength of our communities depends on the
well-being of our priests who tirelessly serve others.
donate at

clergytrust.org
For Advertising call 617-779-3771

OR

SCAN HERE for
Venmo, Google/
Apple Pay, PayPal
via Givebutter.
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