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s t m a r y s t c a t h e r i n e . o r g  

 
 
To visitors to our Parish, to those 
who have recently moved into the 
area and to those comfortable and 
nourished here—Welcome To All. 
And, regardless of your status in 
the Church, your marital state, your 
ethnicity, your prior religious 
experience, your personal history, 
background or sexual orientation, 
please know that you are  
accepted and respected at Saint 
Mary–Saint Catherine of Siena 
Parish. Please introduce yourself to 
the priest and register as a 
member of our Parish. 

Welcome! 

Our Mission is to make active disciples of Jesus Christ by creating a welcoming community rich in 
spirituality and by moving people to embrace their God-given talents in the service of others  

and the care of creation. 

 
Saint Mary - Saint Catherine of 
Siena is an intentionally inclusive 
Roman Catholic Parish that wel-
comes all those who make up our 
diverse community in a way that 
reflects God’s love.  Nourished by 
the Gospel and the real presence 
of Jesus in the Eucharist, we build a 
vibrant Parish that strengthens our 
faith and elevates our worship.  
With gratitude for the gifts God 
has bestowed upon us, we respond 
to   His call to stewardship  and 
embrace our lives of service and 
compassion. 

About Us 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

CHILDREN AND THE DARK  

I admit it, when I was a child, I was 
afraid of the dark. Going upstairs in our 
big old house when it was dark and no 
one else was up there … well, let’s just 
say that if it was at all possible, I didn’t!  
 
Aren’t all children afraid of the dark? 
Aren’t they more inclined to imagine all 
sorts of dangers?  Perhaps the cause for 
their fear is greater than the obvious 
reason, for children have an uncanny 
ability to perceive more about others 
and their world than we give them cred-
it for.  

 

There are so many ways in which darkness is not a positive reality. Darkness 
can mean fear of the unknown, certainly. It also is a metaphor for evil, death and 
destruction. In the dark, my aloneness is stark, often defined by the inability to 
see or imagine others. Often “bad” things are carried out in the dark, to prevent 
others from seeing. Secrecy for good or for bad is often referred to as doing some-
thing “in the dark”.  

 
When I look at the world today I see so much suffering, turmoil, hatred, un-

rest, competition, discrimination, exclusion, and I believe all of this and more are 
expressions of darkness. I think children somehow intuit this truth even though 
they may not be able to articulate it. Therefore, value light over darkness. Indeed 
one of the reasons children bring so much hope into the world can be that they 
“light up our lives”.  

 
As Christians, we believe and celebrate that Christ is the “Light of the world”. 

Our tradition teaches that, in Christ, darkness (death) has been vanquished and 
no longer has ultimate control over us. The God-given antidote to the darkness is 
Jesus Christ; the teaching, example and life of the Son of God hold out for every 
believer life and light over death and darkness. 

 



 

 

Mass Schedule 

 

  Parish Center  
& Eucharistic Chapel 

46 Winthrop Street   617-242-4664 
 

Saint Mary Church 
55 Warren Street 

 
Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel 

Warren and Soley Street 
 

Social Ministry Office 
49 Vine Street   617-580-8305 

 
 

 
Good Shepherd School  

20 Winthrop Street  617-242-8800 

V i s i t  u s  a t  
s t m a r y s t c a t h e r i n e . o r g  

a n d  
f a c e b o o k . c o m /

s t m a r y s t c a t h e r i n e  

The Church is handicap-accessible on Soley Street. 
The Chapel is handicap-accessible on Winthrop Street. 

Our Stewardship Prayer 
by the Welcoming Commi ee 

 
 
 

Heavenly Father, instill in our hearts a spirit   of love and compassion. May 
we foster a welcoming parish community with acceptance and respect for all. 
Inspire us to make a difference by being generous with our time and talents. 
Please send your Holy Spirit among us to remind us to follow Jesus and his 

teachings in all aspects of our lives. As we end this Mass, may we go forth and spread 
goodwill among our neighbors, friends, and fellow parishioners.   Through Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen 

CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  
Gratefully  acknowledging that God gives us all, we each  willingly offer our unique 

gifts to one another and all creation in the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

Called to be countercultural, the Christian is a person who confronts the dark-
ness, even when it is not convenient or popular to do so. Many of us have been 
inspired to learn of another who acted with such courage; sometimes in a quiet 
way, other times on the public stage. Doubtless each of us can recall persons 
whose words and actions have given us reason to hope.  

 
After all these years, I am still afraid of the dark. But now it is no longer relat-

ed to the absence of light. I recognize the power of evil and the horrors of the 
worst of how humans can treat one another. The popularity of modern entertain-
ment: films, TV, computer games and even toys that incorporate violence haphaz-
ardly and viciously is astonishing. Every parent should be afraid of this darkness. 
The proliferation of the billion dollar industry of pornography through the inter-
net is perhaps the most insidious darkness in our society today and an evil that 
threatens children, men, women, marriages and family. 

 
These final days of Lent offer us an opportunity to think about the shadows 

and darkness in our own lives and to choose to step away and into the light. The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, confession, is a true gift to everyone who seeks to 
move into the light. We offer confessions in the Church on Saturday afternoons at 
3:15 and, if you can’t make it on Saturdays, we invite you to call the office at 617-
242-4664 to schedule a time to meet with a priest. 

 
Maybe we all need to let the children teach us that to be afraid of the dark is an 

innate defense that needs to be respected and heeded. And furthermore to recog-
nize Christ as the Light that overcomes the darkness, not only in the world but 
also in each person’s daily life. 

 
Fr. Ronan  



 

 

Third Sunday of Lent - March 6/7, 2021  

In this weekend’s Gospel reading, you may hear the story of Jesus’ cleans-
ing of the Temple, a familiar story. The prophets Jeremiah, Zechariah and 
Malachi prophesied that when the Kingdom of God was at hand, the Tem-
ple would be cleansed of all activities unworthy of an encounter with God. 
Christians are often referred to as “Temples of the Lord.” As stewards of a 
“Holy Temple” God has entrusted to each one of us, what are we doing to 
be cleansed of activities unworthy of an encounter with the Lord? This 
week, reflect on one thing you can do to cleanse the Temple God has given 
you so that it becomes a more inviting home for Christ Jesus.  

This weekend, we launch our annual Catholic Appeal, along with all the other parishes throughout the Archdiocese. Each year, the Cath-
olic Appeal provides the faithful with a way to help support the ministries that support our parishes, our schools, and our communities. 
This is our Church, and every gift makes a difference. Please consider making your gift today by visiting bostoncatholicappeal.org or by 
scanning the QR code above. Your gift has an immediate impact on our parish and the work of our Church. Thank you in advance for 
your generosity.  

Acompañado de sus discípulos, Jesús sube por primera vez a Jeru-
salén para celebrar las fiestas de Pascua. Al asomarse al recinto 
que rodea el Templo, se encuentra con un espectáculo inesperado. 
Vendedores de bueyes, ovejas y palomas ofreciendo a los pere-
grinos los animales que necesitan para sacrificarlos en honor a Dios. 
Cambistas instalados en sus mesas traficando con    el cambio de 
monedas paganas por la única moneda oficial aceptada por los sac-
erdotes. 
Jesús se llena de indignación. El narrador describe su reacción de 
manera muy gráfica: con un látigo saca del recinto sagrado a los 

animales, vuelca las mesas de los cambistas echando por tierra sus monedas, grita: «No convirtáis en un mercado la casa de mi 
Padre». 

 
Jesús se siente como un extraño en aquel lugar. Lo que ven sus ojos nada tiene que ver con el verdadero culto a su Padre. La 

religión del Templo se ha convertido en un negocio donde los sacerdotes buscan buenos ingresos, y donde los peregrinos tratan de 
"comprar" a Dios con sus ofrendas. Jesús recuerda seguramente unas palabras del profeta Oseas que repetirá más de una vez a lo 
largo de su vida: «Así dice Dios: Yo quiero amor y no sacrificios». 

 
Aquel Templo no es la casa de un Dios Padre en la que todos se acogen mutuamente como hermanos y hermanas. Jesús no 

puede ver allí esa "familia de Dios" que quiere ir formando con sus seguidores. Aquello no es sino un mercado donde cada uno bus-
ca su negocio. No pensemos que Jesús está condenando una religión primitiva, poco evolucionada. Su crítica es más profunda. 
Dios no puede ser el protector y encubridor de una religión tejida de intereses y egoísmos. Dios es un Padre al que solo se puede 
dar culto trabajando por una comunidad humana más solidaria y fraterna. 

 
Casi sin darnos cuenta, todos nos podemos convertir hoy en "vendedores y cambistas" que no saben vivir sino buscando solo su 

propio interés. Estamos convirtiendo el mundo en un gran mercado donde todo se compra y se vende, y corremos el riesgo de vivir 
incluso la relación con el Misterio de Dios de manera mercantil. 

 
Hemos de hacer de nuestras comunidades cristianas un espacio donde todos nos podamos sentir en la «casa del Padre». Una 

casa acogedora y cálida donde a nadie se le cierran las puertas, donde a nadie se excluye ni discrimina. Una casa donde aprende-
mos a escuchar el sufrimiento de los hijos más desvalidos de Dios y no solo nuestro propio interés. Una casa donde podemos in-
vocar a Dios como Padre porque nos sentimos sus hijos y buscamos vivir como hermanos. 



 

 

The month of March dedicated to St. Joseph. We don't know much about him except 
what is mentioned in the Gospels. Joseph was the husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the 
foster-father of Jesus. Holy Scripture proclaims him as a "just man,"  Pope Leo XIII in his encycli-
cal Quamquam Pluries (On the Devotion to St. Joseph) in 1889 explains why we place so much trust 
in this saint: 
 "Thus in giving Joseph the Blessed Virgin as spouse, God appointed him to be not only her life's 
companion, the witness of her maidenhood, the protector of her honor, but also, by virtue of the 
conjugal tie, a participator in her sublime dignity. And Joseph shines among all mankind by the 
most august dignity, since by divine will, he was the guardian of the Son of God and reputed as 
His father among men. Hence it came about that the Word of God was humbly subject to Joseph, 
that He obeyed him, and that He rendered to him all those offices that children are bound to ren-
der to their parents.” 

Did you know - that from March 8 
through March 14, it is National Catho-
lic Sister’s Week?  It was established in 
2014 to honor women religious and to 
encourage those women who are con-
sidering a vocation in religious life.  
Check out the web site:   

nationalcatholicsistersweek.org.   
AND by the way, Happy National Cath-
olic Sister’s Week to you Sister Nancy 
and to Sister Kathleen as well!  Thank 
you! 

Easter Flowers:  Names for 
the Easter Flowers Bulletin must be 
submitted no later than Thursdayy, 
March 25. Please bring your envelope 
to Mass, or the Parish Center (46 

Winthrop, 9-5, M-F), or email 
dludy@stmarystcatherine.org with the subject “Easter 
names”.  

Daylight Savings Time - March 14, 2021 

WE ARE CALLED Join our faith 
community—and more than 12,000 
Catholic communities across the 
United States—in a life-changing 
Lenten journey with CRS Rice Bowl. 
  
HUNGER IN OUR WORLD Jesus 

told us that whatever we did for one of these least brothers of his 
we did for him. Reflect on the challenge of global hunger— it is a 
reality for millions of our sisters and brothers. What will you do to 
support the hungry in our community and around the world?  

 

BETTER MEALS IN MADAGASCAR In Madagascar, half of 
all children are undernourished. That means 50% of kids won’t 
grow to reach their full potential. But communities are changing 
this by focusing on improving health and nutrition. What role has 
food played in your life? How can you help those who lack access 
to enough nutritious food  

 

 SUSTAINABILITY IN EL SALVADOR Drought has become a 
big problem across El Salvador, making it difficult for farmers to 
produce enough crops to support their families. But new farming 
techniques—and a new generation of young farmers—are making 
a difference. What would you do if your livelihood was threat-
ened? How can you support young people in your community and 
around the world?        More stories?     Recipes?     Pics? 

Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more  



 

 

Celebrating the 
Sacrament of  

 Baptism  
 

is always a joyful 
event in our Parish. 
It’s such a privilege to 

facilitate this momentous event in the lives 
of families and in particular, the life of the 
child. To learn more, please contact Sr. 
Nancy at:  

617-242-4664 or email:  
ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org. 

D ’       The work of the St. Vincent de Paul Society continues in our parish.  
The Society helps a number of individuals and families in Charlestown. Please remember the good work with a 
gift to the Poor boxes in the church.  

Dear Marian Friends,    
On Saturdays,  we gather for our 
 Saturday Rosary via Zoom.  
Sign on is at  8AM, and we will 
begin praying at 8:15AM.    If you 
are interested, please email Don-
na at:   
 Donna.lecam@gmail.com 
for the Zoom information.      

 
All are most   welcome. 

On March 13th, we celebrate the eighth anniversary of Pope 
Francis’ election! Say a prayer for the Holy Father.

 
 O God, shepherd and ruler of all the faithful,  

look favorably on your servant Francis,  
whom you have set at the head of your Church as her shep-

herd;  
 

Grant, we pray, that by word and example  
he may be of service to those over whom he presides  
so that, together with the flock entrusted to his care,  

he may come to everlasting life.  
 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you in the  

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
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Weekend of  
Feb 27 - 28, 2021 

Parishioners contributed 
 

$ 4,569.55 
To the Weekly Collection 

And  
$184 for the second collection 

 

Thank you for your  
continued support  

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

 

10:30  S  M    
  W     
F  L   

 
S   03/06 
9:00    
4:00  + C  F  

 
S   03/07 
8:00   + M  C  & 
         O  T  
10:30  + R  F     
          R , J               
6:00   + J  T C  S  & 
         J  T C  J . 
 

R     
D  M   7:30 

 
M   03/08 
8:00    
  
T   03/09 
8:00   F ’    
 S .   B  
 

W   03/10 
8:00  -  P  G  
 

T   03/11 
8:00  
 

F   03/12 
8:00  +T , M , 
 V  C ,  
 J  & A  M , 
 F  L  
 
S   03/13 
9:00    
4:00  + L  M  
 

S   03/14 
8:00   + J , T  &  
 D  R  
10:30  + T  R  F  
6:00    

 

The  
Sanctuary Lamp 

is lit for: 
Matthew O’Connell 

 

 

Resquiescat in  
Pace 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brian McNeil 

 

We extend a warm  
 welcome to all visitors and those 

who are new to our  
parish. 

If you are new to Saint Mary -Saint 
Catherine of Siena Parish, please 

visit our website for events and  re-
sources.  You may also  register on 

line at:   
stmarystcatherine.org 

ATTENDANCE  

 
February 27 - 28 

 

4:00 pm          45 
 8:00 am          26 
10:30 am         79 
  6:00 pm         16 

       Total         166        

UPCOMING COLLECTIONS 
 

 March 14     -   Fuel Collection 
 March 21     -   Monthly 
March 28      -  Parish Easter Collection 

Great News - Worldwide Marriage Encounter has gone "Virtual"! 

To support married couples during this time of social distancing, Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage experiences. Some are on weekends and 
some span multiple weeks on a given weekday.  Couples will explore their individual 
personality styles, improve listening and communication skills, understand God’s plan 
for their marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship a priority.  Registration is 
limited and a $100 application fee is required. For more information or to apply, call at 
or visit them at https://wwmema.org/. 

“His disciples recalled the words of Scripture, Zeal for your house will consume me.”  
Do we have zeal to honor God through our marriage?  The next virtual Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter experiences are 

            Friday/Saturday/Sunday March 19-21 

            Thursdays/Mondays April 8-29 

Important Dates - March 
March 14 – CRS Collection 
 
March 14- Day Light Savings 
 
March 17 – St. Patrick’s Day 
 
March 19 – St. Joseph’s Day 

 
March 19 – Amoris Laetitia Family Begins 
 
March 25 – The Annunciation of the Lord 
 
March 28 – Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Pas-
sion 
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Due to  the COVID-19 outbreak, 
businesses and consumer behavior 

are significantly impacted.

Please consider supporting the 
sponsors on the back pages to help 

keep the local economy strong.

Also, visit their websites to see how they 
can assist you with any of their services 

you may need through these difficult times. 

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

508.875.7600
371 Worcester Rd., Rte 9 (Rear) / Framingham 

www.automaticapplianceservice.com 
Amana - Speed Queen - Kitchen Aid - Maytag 
Whirlpool - Frigidaire - GE - LG - Electrolux

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

508.875.7600
3771 Worcester R77713777177777 d., Rte 9 (Rear) / Framinghammmmmmmmmm

www.automaticapplianceservice.com
Amaaaana - Speed QmaanAmaaA aAAAA an ueen - Kitchen Aid - Mayttagtyttaatytatytyyy
Whirlprlpool - FriW iWWWhirlrlrlWW rlprlpWWW rllpWW lpWWWW ppp gidaire - GE - LG - Electrooroluxtrolloolluooloororo x

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship  
of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or  
email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your FAITH  
ON A JOURNEY

k
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Mass is included with all of our tours!

C h li CC i d TC l hid Th AA

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines 
of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 

Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe  
• Pilgrimage to Lourdes • Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, a walking journey for the soul
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“Pray without Ceasing”   1 
Thessalonians 5:17

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

JOHN L. TOBIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 
ONE THOMPSON SQUARE  
STE. 105, CHARLESTOWN

(617) 242-7881
johnltobinlaw.com

johnltobin@gmail.com
Serving your legal and 

real estate needs Since 1987

Fine wines • Spirits • Craft Beers and Seasonal Brews 
Ales • Kegs and more.

Hours: Mon - Wed: 9am - 10pm | Thur - Sat 9am - 11pm | Sun 12pm - 6pm

We Deliver
617.242.4877

9 Moulton St., Charlestown, MA
www.mccarthyliquors.com

Saint Agnes
school

www.saintagnesschool.com

39 Medford Street
Arlington, MA 02474

781-643-9031 ext. 8305

JEFFREY A. 
GOLDMAN 

D.D.S., L.L.C.
FAMILY DENTISTRY 

EVENING & SATURDAY HOURS
ONE THOMSPON SQUARE 

SUITE 203 
CHARLESTOWN, MA 02129

(617) 242-0663
www.drgoldmandentist.com

Eve Dougherty 
Vice President

617.838.5884 
eve@compass.com

The answer to your  
real estate prayers.

THE 
NEWMAN 
SCHOOL
A coed, private college preparatory high school in the Back Bay. 
Small class sizes, quality college acceptances, vibrant sports 
program, International Baccalaureate diploma option.
www.newmanboston.org

NOW 
Grades 7-12

When patronizing our Sponsors 
let them know you saw them in the 

Church Bulletin.

Support Local 
Business

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED! 
BLOOD TYPE “O” 

POSITIVE

CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

DONOR FELL THROUGH!

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Here today, 
here tomorrow.

Helping seniors stay healthy.
Call 1-888-566-3526

(TTY 711) to join.

When patronizing our Sponsors 
let them know you saw them in the 

Church Bulletin.

Please Patronize 
our Sponsors

They make this Bulletin PossibleSell Ads for this Bulletin and more.

ADVERTISING SALES
PART TIME. WORK FROM HOME.

Contact us or send your resume to hr@thebostonpilot.com

healthier priests. stronger communities.
The strength of our communities depends on the  

well-being of our priests who tirelessly serve others.  

donate at 
clergytrust.org

SCAN HERE for  
Venmo, Google/ 
Apple Pay, PayPal  
via Givebutter.

OR


