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Our Mission is to make active disciples of Jesus Christ by creating a welcoming community rich in
spirituality and by moving people to embrace their God-given talents in the service of others
and the care of creation.

STARLIGHT

April 11, 2021

Welcome!
To visitors to our Parish, to those
who have recently moved into the
area and to those comfortable and
nourished here—Welcome To All.
And, regardless of your status in
the Church, your marital state, your
ethnicity, your prior religious
experience, your personal history,
background or sexual orientation,
please know that you are
accepted and respected at Saint
Mary–Saint Catherine of Siena
Parish. Please introduce yourself to
the priest and register as a
member of our Parish.

About Us
Saint Mary - Saint Catherine of
Siena is an intentionally inclusive
Roman Catholic Parish that welcomes all those who make up our
diverse community in a way that
reflects God’s love. Nourished by
the Gospel and the real presence
of Jesus in the Eucharist, we build a
vibrant Parish that strengthens our
faith and elevates our worship.
With gratitude for the gifts God
has bestowed upon us, we respond
to His call to stewardship and
embrace our lives of service and
compassion.

Have you ever had the experience of being outside on a
very, very dark night with
no moon, and looking up
you saw a sky replete with
stars – millions and millions
of stars across the entire
dome of the sky? It’s an incredibly spectacular view,
especially if you’re in an area
unmarred by city lights and
polluted air. Those stars, we’re told, are more than 25 light years away, with
each light year being comparable to a distance of 5.8 trillion miles! One finds
mention of the stars in sacred scripture at many different moments. But there’s
one particular line is Psalm 147 that always gives me pause. It says that God
calls each of the stars by name. Imagine that!
Well, it was under such starlight of the Jerusalem sky that Mary Magdalene
set out from her home with her friends to the tomb on that Sunday morning,
arriving just as the sun was coming up. They were looking for the body of Jesus, but the maker of these named stars had been at work. And the one
through whom all things were made was no longer entombed but had risen.
Jesus Christ had risen. Jesus Christ is risen
The resurrection of Jesus has catapulted the vision and plan that God has for
the whole of the salvation of humankind for centuries. God’s vision for a
world of peace that goes beyond the absence of war. It is a vision of a world
that is not divided or divisive; a world in which there is no hunger or poverty
and so much more wellbeing for all. It’s a world that is so much better than the
one we often find in our life journey in these days. It’s a remarkable and
unique vision - one that we all know about because of the life, teaching, death,
and resurrection of Jesus.
Yet, it is an elusive vision. A dream that we need to continue to choose and
strive towards though we fall short of it often. Yes, it can be frustrating and we
can get discouraged, yet it is a dream and a vision that we know about and desire, as imperfect as our efforts may be, because we sometimes savor it when
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we come together in mutually beneficial ways in relationships, in friendships, in
families, in parishes, in communities, and in neighborhoods. God’s plan for us is
embodied in the hope that all of evil and the pathway forward from evil is conquered in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Recently, Pope Francis published an encyclical entitled, Fratelli Tutti (we are all
sisters and brothers). In it, he speaks about the common heritage of all humankind
as sisters and brothers. It’s a simple truth although it’s hard for us to even appreciate its full impact. We are all the same. We are all the work of God’s hands.
God’s fingerprints are on each one of us and yet God made us to be entirely
unique individuals. God’s vision is for each one of us to take the thread that is
me, that is you, and weave it into one remarkably united, precious, and beautiful
tapestry through friendships, families, communities, institutions of various sorts,
workplaces, schools, countries and throughout the world.
This remarkable vision is pregnant with hope for us to become one, distinct
and different as we are, into one, integrated, and desirable tapestry of life. When
you look at a tapestry there is so much color, variability, and beauty to it. But did
you ever look at the reverse side of a tapestry? It’s really messy. This is the story
of our life - weaving that tapestry, that beauty that is God’s dream for us can be
messy but when we choose to live it and get a taste of it, it spurs us onward. And
the pattern to create this incredible tapestry is found in the person of Jesus – in his
life, his teachings, his cross, his resurrection.
This spectacular vision can only fully come to be if each of us chooses to earnestly engage in the full practice of love - the practice of authentic love. It’s not
the superficiality of love that we hear about in our culture, the totally self-defined
and self-referential and all about self, kind of love. No, truly authentic love is
pure at its core and includes the wellbeing of others. Because, you see, the dream
will never come true if it’s the “I’m number one” kind of love. It’s not about me or
you, it’s about us, all of us. It’s the first person plural that must be the operative
and defining aspect of completing the vision that God has for us.
You know, starlight can sometimes be intoxicating. It can set us off in a
dreamy place. Fairy tales are told about starlight. But starlight is real. For me,
when I think about and observe starlight, it gives me hope because it helps me
recognize the truth of the omnipotence of God, that nothing is impossible for
God. With God all things are possible – but God needs our cooperation to make
the dream become a reality. So let’s not get stuck and want to give up, allowing
ourselves to believe that our dreams, our political systems, our health care systems, our education systems, sensible immigration policies, work situations or
our caring for one another are impossible to ameliorate.
That we can be as united as we are different is the ultimate dream for which
each of us long. The strength that flows from our unity can realize in little and big
ways the vision God holds for humankind.
Fr. Ronan

Vice Chairs Pastoral Council
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Visit us at
stmarystcatherine.org
and
facebook.com/
stmarystcatherine

The Church is handicap-accessible on Soley Street.
The Chapel is handicap-accessible on Winthrop Street.
Parish Center
& Eucharistic Chapel
46 Winthrop Street 617-242-4664
Saint Mary Church
55 Warren Street
Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel

Warren and Soley Street
Social Ministry Office
49 Vine Street 617-580-8305
Good Shepherd School
20 Winthrop Street 617-242-8800

What is Divine Mercy Sunday?
Divine Mercy Sunday, celebrated on the Octave of Easter (the Sunday after Easter Sunday), is a
relatively new addition to the Roman Catholic liturgical calendar. Celebrating the Divine
Mercy of Jesus Christ, as revealed by Christ Himself to St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, this feast
was extended to the entire Catholic Church by Pope John Paul II on April 30, 2000, the day that
he canonized Saint Faustina.Kowalska’s revelations.
Liturgically the Easter Octave has always been centered on the theme of Divine Mercy and
forgiveness. Divine Mercy Sunday, therefore, points us to the merciful love of God that lies
behind the whole Paschal Mystery — the whole mystery of the death, burial and resurrection
of Christ — made present for us in the Eucharist. In this way, it also sums up the whole Easter
Octave. “Let us be renewed by God’s mercy, let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable the power of
his love to transform our lives too; and let us become agents of this mercy, channels through
which God can water the earth, protect all creation and make justice and peace flourish."~ Pope Francis on March 31, 2013, from his Urbi et Orbi ("to
the city and to the world") address

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed in the Parish Center Chapel every Friday at 3:30 followed by a Holy Hour of
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

APRIL - MONTH OF THE EUCHARIST

My Lord and Creator, Your goodness encourages me to converse with You. Your mercy abolishes the chasm which
separates the Creator from the creature. To converse with You, O Lord, is the delight of my heart. In You I find everything that my heart could desire. Here Your light illumines my mind, enabling it to know You more and more
deeply. Here streams of grace flow down upon my heart. Here my soul draws eternal life. O my Lord and Creator,
You alone, beyond all these gifts, give Your own self to me and unite Yourself intimately with Your miserable creature.( Saint Faustina)

Clergy Benefit Trust
On behalf of myself and my brother
priests, thank you for
your support of the Easter collection
for Clergy Trust. If you were unable to
make a donation last week, but would
still like to contribute, please see this
week’s bulletin for ways to make your
gift today.

Tech ministry…
If you have an interest in helping out our parish and familiarity
with any aspects of technology, computers, Social Media (Instagram
Facebook, …), websites, etc. and a bunch of creativity and good ideas,
please join a few other parishioners as they seek to broaden the outreach of our parish throughout the community. This Ministry is new
and an exciting opportunity for parishioners who are savvy in these
areas to help us make a difference in the
lives of people in the town. To learn more,
send an email to:
info@stmarystcatherine.org.

CALL TO STEWARDSHIP
Gratefully acknowledging that God gives us all,
we each willingly offer our unique gifts to one another and all creation in the Spirit of Jesus Christ.

INSIDE-OUTSIDE
MINISTRY ......
Saint Mary’s Church is magnificent in every
way and all of us appreciate and enjoy it. How
we can enhance its beauty with plants and flowers both inside the building as well as outside the
building, on the steps and in the gardens is the
focus of this new ministry. The ministry includes
the beautiful old parish center as well as The Parish house at 49 Vine St. and the gardens around
it. If you have any interest in lending a hand
whether you have a green thumb or not, we’d be
happy to have that hand in beautifying and maintaining in and around our three Parish buildings.
To learn more send an email to:
Info
@stmarystcatherine.org.

Second Sunday of Easter - April 10/11, 2021
When the risen Christ encounters his disciples in the locked room he adds a new
Beatitude to the ones we’ve heard proclaimed before: Blessed are those who have
not seen and have believed. Stewards of the mysteries of God’s love do not need
proof of the risen Christ. They know it because their lives have been transformed by
the power of the Holy Spirit who has breathed new life into them. As stewards of
this great gift it is appropriate to reflect on how we in turn add new life into our
parish communities.
En el Segundo Domingo de Pascua, o Domingo de la Divina Misericordia, la experiencia
del Resucitado trae gozo y consuelo al grupo de los discípulos. En un día como hoy, un
domingo, el primer día de la semana, Jesús se presenta en medio de los discípulos. Describamos a esa comunidad, porque de ahí viene una gran lección que no debe pasar desapercibida para nosotros. Del Evangelio que acabamos de escuchar fijemos nuestra
atención en cuatro detalles:
Estaban reunidos en una casal; estaban con las puertas cerradas;
tenían miedo a los judíos; Tomás no estaba con ellos.
El Evangelio comienza con el detalle de la "reunión". Estaban reunidos, eran una pequeña comunidad que se reunía; pero el temor, el desaliento y el dolor por la muerte de Jesús les llevaba a permanecer "encerrados", aislados porque "tenían miedo a
los judíos". Ojo, porque cuando la experiencia de un Cristo resucitado no forma parte de una comunidad, el temor se apodera y
hace que la comunidad se encierre en sí misma y vea enemigos por todas partes, que no se abra a la evangelización y no tome el
riesgo de abrir las puertas al mundo para que puedan entrar en ella todos los que quieran conocer al resucitado. Una comunidad sin
la experiencia de un Cristo vivo es una comunidad que no avanza, se estanca, se encierra.
Hay un alto riesgo de caer en esa realidad cuando la religión se vive desde la teoría y no se pasa a la vivencia de Cristo resucitado.
Hay muchas predicaciones que suenan a pura "teoría" y no logran penetrar en el corazón de la comunidad porque se quedan solo
ahí, en la "teoría", pero no llevan el peso de la predicación de aquellos apóstoles que anunciaban a Cristo habiendo sido ellos testigos de esa resurrección. A Cristo hay que experimentarlo primero para poderlo anunciar; hay que sentirlo vivo en nuestras vidas para
poderlo compartir en comunidad. Hay que ser testigos de su resurrección, hay que encontrarse con él y recobrar la paz, perder el
miedo y llenarse de gozo. Es que se nota cuando una comunidad se ha encontrado con Cristo, que lo ha experimentado: hay gozo,
paz, alegría y se vive con una fe inquebrantable y avanza con fuerza, sin temor contra viento y marea. A una comunidad que vive de
la experiencia del resucitado no la detiene nada ni nadie. Una comunidad que ha experimentado a un Cristo vivo avanza y crece más
cada día.
Y hay algo más sobre esta pequeña comunidad de los discípulos: se reunían, aunque con temor, pero se reunían; se mantenían en
comunidad. Porque solos no podremos sobrellevar el desaliento, el desconsuelo y el dolor. Si al encontrarnos con las dificultades nos
aislamos y dejamos la comunidad, nos será difícil experimentar el poder de un Cristo vivo viniendo en nuestro auxilio. Es necesaria
siempre la comunidad. Eso le sucedió a Tomás, no estaba con el grupo, con la comunidad cuando se les presentó el resucitado.
Pero ahí viene la importancia de compartir esa experiencia con los que se alejan o nunca han estado en la comunidad. Los discípulos compartieron esa experiencia con Tomás y éste, a pesar de su incredulidad, no se cerró al encuentro con el Cristo vivo. Por eso
estaba ahí el siguiente domingo, reunido, en comunidad, y ahí pudo vivir también él la experiencia de los demás discípulos.
Hay mucha gente que se nos ha ido de la Iglesia, por la razón que sea, pero se ha retirado de nuestras comunidades. Si nos
hemos encontrado con Cristo, estamos llamados a ir a buscarlas y traer a ese "Tomás", para que sienta en su corazón el poder del
resucitado. Hay mucha gente que quiere vivir una relación vertical: Cristo y yo, yo y Cristo, y se les olvida mirar hacia los lados, a sus
hermanos, a una comunidad. Hay muchos hermanos que prefieren ver la misa por televisión o escucharla por la radio y no reunirse
en una comunidad, no asistir a la Iglesia. Si queremos realmente experimentar el poder del resucitado debemos incorporarnos a esta
Iglesia que es testigo desde hace más de dos mil años de ese Cristo que no se quedó en el sepulcro sino que se levantó y camina en
medio de nosotros.
Vamos! Somos Iglesia! Somos comunidad! Somos testigos de un Cristo vivo!
Dear Volunteers and Supporters,
Your service and generosity is keeping Harvest on Vine thriving. In March we served more than 500
families, including single mothers, children, the elderly and handicapped, and it happened because of
you. We distributed roughly 25,000 pounds of food to the neediest of our neighbors. I am so grateful
to you!
A quote from Dorothy Day:
People say, what is the sense of our small effort? They cannot see that we must lay one brick at a time, take one step at a time. A
pebble cast into a pond causes ripples that spread in all directions. Each one of our thoughts, words and deeds is like that. No one
has a right to sit down and feel hopeless. There is too much work to do.
Thank you,
Tom MacDonald, Director of Parish Social Ministries

Wedding Banns

Welcome to the Parish
At the Easter Vigil, Sophia Trotter and Abigail Elias were fully welcomed into
the Catholic Church. God’s abundant Blessings!

I Connor Harrison & Amanda Quinn

I

Aaron Pellitier & Michelle Atkins

MASS SCHEDULE
10:30 am Sunday Mass will be
on our Website or
Facebook Live
Saturday 04/10
9:00 am
4:00 pm + Michael Stearns
Sunday 04/11
Divine Mercy Sunday
8:00 am + John Shea &
John Costello
10:30 am + Thomas Regan
6:00 pm + John Reeder

$ 3,769
To the Clergy Benefit Collection
$3,040.55 to Weekly
And
$1,035 for all other collections

April 4 - Easter
8:00 am
106
10:30 am
159
2:30 pm
79
Total
344

Thank you for your
continued support

Celebrating the
Sacrament of
Baptism

Dear Marian
Friends,
On Saturdays, we
gather for our Saturday
Rosary via Zoom.
Sign on is at
8AM, and we will
begin
praying
at

Rosary said before
Daily Mass at 7:30
Monday 04/12
8:00 am + Caitlin C Greco
Tuesday 04/13
8:00 am

8:15AM.
If you are interested, please
email Donna at:

Wednesday 04/14
8:00 am + Carol Wheeler

Donna.lecam@gmail.com
for the Zoom information.

Thursday 04/15
8:00 am

ATTENDANCE
Holy Thursday - 63
Stations - 41
Good Friday - 62
Easter Vigil - 41

Weekend of
April 2 - 4, 2021
Parishioners contributed

is always a joyful event
in our Parish. It’s such
a privilege to facilitate
this momentous event
in the lives of families
and in particular, the
life of the child. To learn more, please
contact Sr. Nancy at:
617-242-4664 or email:
ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org

All are most welcome.
UPCOMING
COLLECTIONS

EASTER FLOWERS

Friday 04/15
8:00 am + Vincent, Minnie,
Tranquillino Citro
Joseph , Arthur Mari
Fabio Laudadio
Saturday 04/17
9:00 am
4:00 pm +Robert Douglas Upton
Sunday 04/18
8:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

April 18 - Monthly Collection
May 2 - Parish Insurance
Collection
Evelyn Hicks

James Keane

Alice

Mary Pappas

Catherine McDermott

Donna

Peter Pappas

Florence Leveroni

May 13 - Ascension
May 16 - Monthly
May 23 - Seminary Offering

Our Stewardship Prayer
by the Welcoming Committee
We extend a warm welcome to all
visitors and those who are new to
our parish.
If you are new to Saint Mary -Saint
Catherine of Siena Parish, please
visit our website for events and resources. You may also register
online at:
www.stmarystcatherine.org

Heavenly Father, instill in our hearts a spirit of love and compassion.
May we foster a welcoming parish community with acceptance and
respect for all. Inspire us to make a difference by being generous with
our time and talents. Please send your Holy Spirit among us to remind
us to follow Jesus and his teachings in all aspects of our lives. As we end this
Mass, may we go forth and spread goodwill among our neighbors, friends, and
fellow parishioners. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen

