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To visitors to our Parish, to those 
who have recently moved into the 
area and to those comfortable and 
nourished here—Welcome To All. 
And, regardless of your status in 
the Church, your marital state, your 
ethnicity, your prior religious 
experience, your personal history, 
background or sexual orientation, 
please know that you are  
accepted and respected at Saint 
Mary–Saint Catherine of Siena 
Parish. Please introduce yourself to 
the priest and register as a 
member of our Parish.

Welcome!

Our Mission is to make active disciples of Jesus Christ by creating a welcoming community rich in 
spirituality and by moving people to embrace their God-given talents in the service of others 

and the care of creation.

Saint Mary - Saint Catherine of 
Siena is an intentionally inclusive 
Roman Catholic Parish that wel-
comes all those who make up our 
diverse community in a way that 
reflects God’s love.  Nourished by 
the Gospel and the real presence 
of Jesus in the Eucharist, we build a 
vibrant Parish that strengthens our 
faith and elevates our worship.  
With gratitude for the gifts God 
has bestowed upon us, we respond 
to   His call to stewardship  and 
embrace our lives of service and 
compassion.

About Us

      THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The Holiday Season
Have you ever noticed 
that as the bell-ringing 
Salvation Army Santas 
show up on street cor-
ners, the plastic holly 
& the colored lights 
decorate store win-
dows and the canned 
music everywhere 
pushes out Christmas 
carols – you start to 
feel … kind of nega-
tive? My first response 
is a kind of deflation –

that the wave of commercialization is trying to obliterate the essence of the 
feast of Christ’s birth. Because all this starts up in October, it is a stretch to get 
into the holiday spirit.  

Before we arrive in the Advent and Christmas season, we have celebrated 
Thanksgiving. Here the emphasis is on giving thanks as well as family get-
togethers. “Where are you spending Thanksgiving?” is a common question. Im-
plied in these holiday times is that everyone will gather with friends and fami-
ly, and a wonderful sense of unity, happiness, sharing, dining and thanks will 
prevail. At least that is the Hallmark card version. In reality, for many folks, 
these holidays do not bring a sense of happiness and gratitude.

There are so many stories of families and individuals in difficulty, strained 
by countless incidents and situations. Whether it is someone out of a job, the 
loss of a loved one, an uncertain element in a marriage or relationship, children 
in trouble, illness and aging, addictions, or depression, for many the holidays 
can be anything but a “happy” time.

Finding a way to cope is the highest priority for some – just to survive the 
holiday season intact becomes a real goal. So perhaps for all of us, it makes 



Mass Schedule

  Parish Center 
& Eucharistic Chapel

46 Winthrop Street   617-242-4664
info@stmarystcatherine.org

Saint Mary Church
55 Warren Street

Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel
Warren and Soley Street

Social Ministry Office
49 Vine Street   617-580-8305

Good Shepherd School 
20 Winthrop Street  617-242-8800

V i s i t  u s  a t
s t m a r y s t c a t h e r i n e . o r g

a n d
f a c e b o o k . c o m /

s t m a r y s t c a t h e r i n e

The Church is handicap-accessible on Soley Street.
The Chapel is handicap-accessible on Winthrop Street.

Advent Prayer and Reconciliation 
Service

Thursday, December 16 at 6:30 . . 
in Saint Mary’s Church

The Advent Season is an appropriate time of year 
to reflect on our lives in a Sacramental way, and 
to engage in special moments of prayer to pre-
pare for a new birth of Christ in our hearts this 
Christmas season.  It’s a time to set our course 

for the New Year!

Let’s come together as a community of faith and give ourselves the gift of time to 
slow down and ponder the many ways in which God blesses and sustains each of 
us in our daily lives, and longs to grow closer to us with unconditional love.

At the conclusion of the Service, if you choose, you may receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation privately with a priest. We hope you will join us for this extraordi-
nary time of prayer.

sense to realize and accept that this wonderful season of the year brings with it 
certain stresses and demands. Each of us needs to acknowledge our limits and 
own the situations of our families and friends. It is OK to give oneself permission 
to NOT feel there is something wrong if one does not want to sing Ho – Ho – Ho!

The consequence for many who experience the pressure of this time of year is 
to feel painfully alone and maybe disconnected from others. All around one sees 
people together and apparently happy and celebrating and for some that is not 
their experience. Acknowledging that it is OK to feel out of step with what the 
culture says “ought to be” often helps. Giving voice to our sadness in conversations 
with good friends eases one’s struggle. 

Even more, bringing my pain, sadness, loneliness and struggle to God in pray-
er offers one the deepest source of comfort. Through prayer, one can come to rec-
ognize that one is not alone; that God who promises to be with us always is truly 
there regardless of how we feel. Then we can begin to remember that we, too, 
have experienced goodness before and will again. So even in the midst of life’s 
pains and struggles, often we can find reason to give thanks. The celebration of 
the Birth of Jesus Christ truly is cause for joy – for all people in all times.

This holiday season any one of us can find moments when loneliness seems 
more painful in the light of the season. When such moments occur, take them as 
invitations to turn to God in humble prayer and your aloneness will give way to a 
peace and a sense of the goodness that is inherent in these holiday times.  

- Fr. Ronan



Thank you 
Thanksgiving Distribution Update

On November 23rd, Harvest on Vine distributed 650 Thanksgiving 
baskets, which fed roughly 2,000 Charlestown residents. 

Thank you for your help and contributions which made this possible.  

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
December 12
On December 9, 1531 a poor Mexican Indian, Juan Diego, was 

walking by a hill near his village when he heard beautiful music. 
Suddenly there appeared a radiant cloud and within it a young Indi-
an maiden dressed as an Aztec princess. The young maiden spoke to 
the 57-year-old widower in his native language and directed him to 
visit the Archbishop of Mexico with a request that a chapel be built 
where she stood. The archbishop demanded a sign of authenticity, 
and the maiden instructed Juan Diego to gather flowers from the top 
of the hill where they met. Even though December was too late in the 
growing season for flowers to bloom, Juan Diego was surprised to 
find Castilian roses, not native to Mexico. On December 12, Juan Die-
go opened his cloak before the archbishop, the roses fell to the floor, 
and in their place the image of the young virgin was miraculously 
imprinted on the fabric. News spread quickly, and shortly thereafter 
an estimated nine million Indians converted to Catholicism. Our La-
dy’s appearance to a poor, humble man is a compelling reminder that 
God’s loving embrace is all-inclusive; and that our Church’s preferen-
tial option for the poor is a Gospel imperative. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, mystical rose, make intercession for the 
Holy Church, protect the Sovereign Pontiff, help all those who invoke 
thee in their necessities, and since thou art the ever Virgin Mary and 
Mother of God, obtain for us from thy most holy Son the grace of 
keeping our faith, sweet hope in the midst of the bi erness of life, 
burning charity and the precious gift of final perseverance. Amen.



¿QUÉ TENEMOS QUE HACER?
Cuentan que dos hermanos abrieron una carnicería en la calle Gascón de Gotor y el nego-
cio les iba muy bien. La clientela estaba satisfecha con el servicio. Un domingo uno de los 
hermanos fue a la Eucaristía, oró, escuchó la Palabra de Dios y la predicación y decidió 
convertirse al Señor y cambiar de vida.

Éste le predicaba a su hermano y le invitaba a ir a la iglesia y dar el paso a la fe, pero no 
conseguía nada. ¿Por qué no quieres cambiar?, le preguntaba a su hermano. Éste le con-
testó: “Si acepto a Cristo y cambio ¿quién va a pesar la carne? Cambiar, creer en Cristo, es 
un cambio radical de conducta a nivel personal y profesional. El hermano no quería con-

vertirse para poder seguir haciendo trampas. Comprendía la seriedad de la decisión y el riesgo que corría y las exigencias de la fe. Fe y 
vida van unidas, separadas no sirven de nada por más ritos religiosos que consumamos.

Una foto que ha dado la vuelta al mundo estos días ha sido la foto del policía de Nueva York arrodillado junto a un vagabundo tirado 
en una de las calles de la ciudad. Hacía frío y estaba descalzo. El policía se compadeció, fue a una tienda y compró unas botas muy ca-
ras y se las dio al vagabundo. Sabía lo que tenía que hacer y seguro que lo habrá hecho otras muchas veces. Decíamos el domingo pasa-
do que “la Palabra de Dios vino sobre Juan, hijo de Zacarías, en el desierto”. Palabra que interrumpió su vida y se dedicó a predicarla. 
Nadie tiene el monopolio de la Palabra, ni siquiera los curas. Dios y su Palabra pertenecen a todos los que la escuchan y la acogen. To-
dos llamados a ser predicadores.

Juan se convirtió en el predicador lleno de fuego y de ira, en el profeta bíblico que exigía decisión a favor del Mesías que bautiza con 
fuego y espíritu. Para llegar a Belén hay que pasar por el control de pasaportes que Juan tiene en el Jordán. Hay que quitarse los zapa-
tos, el cinturón, dejar las llaves y las monedas y permitir que te chequee y te desnude de todas las maldades cometidas contra los hom-
bres, tus hermanos. Como en todos los buenos sermones el predicador predica y los aludidos preguntan. La gente, nos dice el evan-
gelio, preguntó a Juan: ¿Qué tenemos que hacer? Pregunta mágica que, a veces, tranquiliza y otras muchas anestesia.

Juan les dice y nos dice: No les manda dejar sus trabajos y convertirse en ascetas en las cuevas del desierto a imitación suya. No les 
pide que vayan al Templo de Jerusalén a ofrecer sacrificios y holocaustos. No les pide que hagan novenas y ramilletes espirituales. Las 
piadosidades de siempre están bien pero sirven de poco. La religión no es un escudo para aplacar y detener la ira de Dios sino una ben-
dición para que cada uno de nosotros seamos bendición para los demás. Juan les dice y nos dice: COMPARTIR. “El que tenga dos 
túnicas que se las reparta a los que no tienen”.

No basta con dejar de ser malo y no abusar y engañar a los demás. No basta con decir cada uno en su casa y Dios en la de todos. Arre-
pentirse y cambiar es difícil y tiene un precio. Nosotros acumulamos. Juan nos pide compartir los frutos de nuestro trabajo y los de 
nuestra fe. Zaqueo, un cobrador de impuestos como aquellos que escuchaban la predicación de Juan, se convirtió escuchando a otro
predicador más famoso, a Jesús, y devolvió todo lo que había robado. A los soldados a sueldo de Roma les predica la no-violencia, no 
abusar de la autoridad de la fuerza, no extorsionar a nadie. Contentaos con la paga. Convertirse, cambiar, dejar sin mirar atrás porque 
lo que se encuentra es mucho mejor y más gratificante.

Adviento es mirar hacia delante, al futuro, y el futuro es Dios. Recuerden que uno nunca, nunca, se convierte del todo. La vida cristiana 
es siempre una carretera en obras. El día que dejamos de repararla es que Dios ya no viaja por ella. Abraham Lincoln solía ir a la iglesia 
presbiteriana todos los miércoles que estaba en Washington D.C. Un miércoles cuando salía de la iglesia uno de sus acompañantes le 
preguntó: Mr. President, que le ha parecido el sermón? Lincoln contestó: “El contenido fue excelente y Dr. Gurley habló con gran elo-
cuencia. Es obvio que lo ha trabajado mucho”.

Entonces cree que fue un gran sermón, Mr. President? No, no dije eso. Dije que el contenido fue excelente y que el predicador habló 
con gran elocuencia. Pero Dr. Gurley, esta noche, olvidó algo muy importante. Olvidó pedirnos que hiciéramos algo grande.

December 12 ~ 
Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday)   

“Shout for joy.” “Sing joyfully.” “Be glad and exult with 
all your heart.” “Rejoice, in the Lord always.” The mes-
sage this week is clear; joy must be a sign of our life in 
Christ. We need to bring the light of Christ to these dark 
December days and speak a word of hope to our world –
“the Lord is near.” With each remaining day in Advent, 
make the gospel acclamation your prayer: “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 

glad tidings to the poor.” Believing this and acting on it, the light of Christ will certainly shine through you!



Remembering Loved Ones 
Who Have Gone To God

At all of our Masses on the weekend of 
December 18 and 19, we will have a Ritu-
al of Remembrance for all of our loved 
ones who have gone to God.  At the con-
clusion of Mass, you are invited to place 

one sand dollar in memory of your loved ones on the Parish 
Christmas tree by the piano, approaching it from the Winthrop 
Street aisle.
Go to God with all of your sorrows, that He may lift you up in due 
time.  Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.  Be 
alert and of sober mind.  Do not let doubt or any kind of negative 
thinking overpower you.  Resist it, standing firm in the faith, be-
cause you know that the family of believers throughout the world 
is under-going the same kind of sufferings.  And though it will 
take time, God of all grace, who called you in Christ, will restore 
you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To Him be the pow-
er for ever and ever.  Amen.  (1 Peter 5:6-11-Adapted)

Each Christmas, the parish collection benefits Clergy 
Trust which cares for the health and well-being of all 
active and senior diocesan priests in good standing. By 
supporting the Christmas collection, you can show your 
appreciation for the priests who continue to build 
stronger communities for all through their ministry. 
This will be the only collection at the Christmas Masses. 

The Parish Christmas collection will support the 
Parish, and the works the Parish does at Christmas, and 
throughout the year. This second collection will be on 
December 18/19.   

Thank you for your continued generosity . 
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USHERS & GREETERS
With Christmas coming we’ll need help with the addi-

tional worshipers that will be coming into the Parish for 
Christmas Eve Family Mass at 5pm, Christmas Day Mass 
at 8am and 10:30am. We need Ushers to help with quickly 
assisting with collection and helping greeters finding 
seats during mass. If  you can help please email 
dludy@stmarystcatherine.org -    Dianne’s Email/ 617-242-
4664 Please note which mass you will be able to help with 
and be willing to be available 15-30 mins prior to mass      
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We extend a warm welcome to all visi-
tors and those who are new to  our  parish.
If you are new to Saint Mary -Saint Cathe-
rine of Siena Parish, please visit our web-
site for events and  resources.  You may 

also  register 
online at:  

www.stmarystcatherine.org

CALL TO STEWARDSHIP 

acknowledging that God gives us 
all, we each  willingly offer our 

unique gifts to one another and all 
creation in the Spirit of Jesus 

Christ.

UPCOMING  COLLECTIONS
Dec 12 -       Monthly

Dec 19 -         Parish Christmas

Dec 25 -         Clergy Benefit

Celebrating the 
Sacrament of  

Baptism 
is always a joyful event in 
our Parish. It’s such a 
privilege to facilitate this 
momentous event in the 
lives of families and in 
particular, the life of the 

child. To learn more, please contact Sr. 
Nancy at:

617-242-4664 or email:     
         
ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org

Sacrament of 
Penance

Saturdays in the 
Church

  3:15  pm - 3:45 pm
or call the for an 

appointment by dialing
             617-242-4664

The Church 
Sanctuary Lamp 

is lit for 
Thomas Regan

And 
The Chapel Sanctuary Lamp is 

lit for 
Deceased members of the Collins 

Family

Christmas Flowers

There are Christmas Flower enve-
lopes in the back of the Church for those 
who would like to make a donation in 
memory of a loved one.  The flowers  are 
placed on the Altar for Christmas.  Be sure 
to include the name of your loved one on 
the envelope.  Names  submitted by 
Friday, December 17 will be included 
in the  bulletin for Christmas.   All names 
received after that date will be added to a 
future bulletin.  You may drop the enve-
lope in the collection basket or mail to the 
Parish Center at 46 Winthrop Street.   
Thank you.

Weekend of 
December 4 & 5

Parishioners contributed

$ 7,032.01 to the weekly
collection

ATTENDANCE 

D  4
     4:00       54

D  5
  8:000 AM          355 
  10:300 AM       1700 
    6:000 PM        699 

 
      T          328

WINTER 21-22 ALERT

Dear Friends, in the event of 
inclement weather that necessi-
tates the closing of the church, 
we will post the closing on 
Channel 5, WCVB-TV and 
Channel 7 WHDH and 56 WLVI

Stay warm 
and safe!
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“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 

1-877-312-3238CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*
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LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

ter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty 

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT

 At HOME or AWAY
* GPS * Fall Alert * 24/7 * 365 Monitoring

Ambulance * Police * Fire * Family/Friends

MDMedAlert™

No Contract • No Fees • Easy Setup • md-medalert.com CALL 800-890-8615

M

As Low As $1995
/month

GPS Mobile Above

*$100 ADT Visa Reward Card: Requires 36-month monitoring contract starting at $28.99/mo. (24-month monitoring contract in California, total fees from $695.76), and enrollment in ADT EasyPay. Requires minimum purchase price of $449. One (1) Visa Reward Card valued at $100 is redeemable 

seven (7) days after system is installed, wherein an email is sent to the customer’s email address associated with their account with a promo code. The customer must validate the promo code on the website provided in the email and a physical card will be sent in the mail. Installation must 

occur within 60 days of off er expiration date to receive card. Applicable to new and resale sale types only. Card is issued by MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. No cash access or recurring payments. Can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. 

Card valid for up to 6 months; unused funds will forfeit after the valid thru date. Card terms and conditions apply. 

Interactive Services: ADT Command Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Command”) helps you manage your home environment and family lifestyle. Requires purchase of an ADT alarm system with 36-month monitoring contract ranging from $45.99-$59.99/mo. with QSP (24-month monitoring 

contract in California, total fees ranging $1,103.76-$1,439.76), enrollment in ADT EasyPay, and a compatible device with Internet and email access. These interactive services do not cover the operation or maintenance of any household equipment/systems that are connected to the ADT Command 

equipment. All ADT Command services are not available with all interactive service levels. All ADT Command services may not be available in all geographic areas. You may be required to pay additional charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the interactive service features you desire.

General: Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verifi cation. System remains property of ADT. Local permit fees may be required. Prices and off ers subject to change and may vary by market. Additional taxes and fees may apply. 

Satisfactory credit required. A security deposit may be required. Simulated screen images and photos are for illustrative purposes only. 

©2021 ADT LLC dba ADT Security Services. All rights reserved. ADT, the ADT logo, 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service names listed in this document are marks and/or registered marks. Unauthorized use is strictly prohibited. Third-party marks are the property of their respective 

owners. License information available at www.ADT.com/legal or by calling 800.ADT.ASAP. Licenses: AL 233, 234, 458, 506, 1519, CA ACO7155, 974443, PPO120288; FL EF0001121; LA F1639, F1640, F1643, F1654; MA 172C; NC Licensed by the Alarm Systems Licensing Board of the State of North 

Carolina; 2736-CSA, 2397-CSA, 2381-CSA; NJ Burg & Fire Business Lic. #34BF00048300, 200 East Park, Ste. 200, Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054; NY 12000305615; PA 090797; MS 1501951. DF-CD-NP-Q421

Call today to speak with a home security expert

1-877-460-2036

*With 36-month monitoring contract. Early termination and installation fees apply. Reward card issued 
by MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC. Card terms and expiration apply. For full terms, see below.

Call to get an ADT Security 
System + Get a $100 ADT 
Visa Reward Card FREE*

ADT’s 24/7 monitoring plus top of the line security
cameras help ensure your loved ones are safe
 –  whether you’re out and about or in the next room.

BONUS†
$100 value

ADT Visa Reward Card

*With 36-month monitoring contract. Early termination and installation fees 
apply. Reward card issued by MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC. Card terms and 
expiration apply. For full terms, see below.

FREE*

$100 ADT Visa
Reward Card

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

855-401-9893

Prepare for power 
outages with a 
Generac home 
standby generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 
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“Pray without Ceasing”   1 
Thessalonians 5:17

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

JOHN L. TOBIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 
ONE THOMPSON SQUARE 
STE. 105, CHARLESTOWN

(617) 242-7881
johnltobinlaw.com

johnltobin@gmail.com
Serving your legal and 

real estate needs Since 1987

Fine wines • Spirits • Craft Beers and Seasonal Brews 
Ales • Kegs and more.

Hours: Mon - Wed: 9am - 10pm | Thur - Sat 9am - 11pm | Sun 12pm - 6pm

We Deliver
617.242.4877

9 Moulton St., Charlestown, MA
www.mccarthyliquors.com

Saint Agnes
school

www.saintagnesschool.com

39 Medford Street
Arlington, MA 02474

781-643-9031 ext. 8305

JEFFREY A.
GOLDMAN

D.D.S., L.L.C.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

EVENING & SATURDAY HOURS
ONE THOMSPON SQUARE

SUITE 203
CHARLESTOWN, MA 02129

(617) 242-0663
www.drgoldmandentist.com

Eve Dougherty 
Vice President

617.838.5884 
eve@compass.com

The answer to your 
real estate prayers.

When patronizing our Sponsors
let them know you saw them in the 

Church Bulletin.

Support Local 
Business

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED! 
BLOOD TYPE “O” 

POSITIVE

CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

DONOR FELL THROUGH!

Here today, 
here tomorrow.

Helping seniors stay healthy.
Call 1-888-566-3526

(TTY 711) to join.

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

We’re thankful for pastors like Fr. Michael Nolan who is 
fostering unity in a diverse parish & helping a local food 
agency distribute food to 1,000 families monthly. Your 
support this Christmas ensures that priests like Fr. Nolan 
can continue building stronger communities for all.

donate at 
clergytrust.org

OR

SUPPORT OUR PRIESTS THIS CHRISTMAS

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 
(855) 625-9032

MAKE YOUR DREAM KITCHEN 
A REALITY WITH SHELFGENIE

Enjoy up to 50% more space in your kitchen and better access to your most-used 
items with our custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. 
Must purchase 5+ Classic/

Designer Shelves. EXP 9/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST


