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s t m a r y s t c a t h e r i n e . o r g

To visitors to our Parish, to those who 
have recently moved into the area 
and to those comfortable and 
nourished here—Welcome To All. 
And, regardless of your status in the 
Church, your marital state, your 
ethnicity, your prior religious 
experience, your personal history, 
background or sexual orientation, 
please know that you are  accepted 
and respected at Saint Mary–Saint 
Catherine of Siena Parish. Please 
introduce yourself to the priest and 
register as a member of our Parish.

Welcome!

Our Mission is to make active disciples of Jesus Christ by creating a welcoming community rich in 
spirituality and by moving people to embrace their God-given talents in the service of others 

and the care of creation.

Saint Mary - Saint Catherine of   
Siena is an intentionally inclusive  
Roman Catholic Parish that welcomes 
all those who make up our diverse 
community in a way that reflects 
God’s love.  Nourished by the    
Gospel and the real presence of 
Jesus in the Eucharist, we build a  
vibrant Parish that strengthens our 
faith and elevates our worship.  
With gratitude for the gifts God has 
bestowed upon us, we respond to   
His call to stewardship  and         
embrace our lives of service and 
compassion.

About Us

30thh Sundayy inn Ordinaryy Timee 

Friends,
I was rummaging through my room recently and I came across this letter I sent to Pope 

Francis in 2015 as a response to his request for input into the 2015 Synod on the Fami-

ly.  I thought you might be interested so would like to share this with you.  I figure if I 

feel empowered to express my views with the Pope, then I am also privileged to share 

them with our parishioners in Charlestown.  I feel the same way 7 years later.
Dear Pope Francis:

I hope life is treating you well.  I am a priest in the Archdiocese of Boston and thank 

you for giving me permission to be human and for reminding us that it is the gospel 

against which we measure our lives.

I am responding to your inquiry regarding the Synod on the Family 2015.  These are 

my feelings and beliefs in no particular order;

Our belief in the sacrament of marriage is based on “what God has joined togeth-

er we much not separate”  We are under the impression that if a couple is mar-

ried in the Church that therefore they have been joined by God.  We now know 

that God is beyond organized religion and that no one has captured God.  With 

that in mind, there may be many couples married civilly whom God has joined 

together, while there could be couples married in the eyes of the church whom 

God has not joined.  The present view limits God and alienates many Catholics 

from the church and the Eucharist.

According the Second Vatican Council there are two purposes of Marriage: to 

foster the love between the couple, and the procreation of children.  Sometimes 

the fear of conceiving children can negatively affect the love that a couple need to 

express intimately and sexually.  Our view of birth control must be relaxed.

I couldn’t agree with you more “the Eucharist is food for the journey, not a re-

ward for being good.”  Coming to the Eucharistic table can be as healing as 

celebrating the sacrament of reconciliation.  The good done by going to com-

munion far outweighs any good done by not going to communion.
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Mass Schedule 

 

  Parish Center  
& Eucharistic Chapel 

46 Winthrop Street   617-242-4664 
info@stmarystcatherine.org 

 
Saint Mary Church 

55 Warren Street 

Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel 
Warren and Soley Street 

 
Social Ministry Office 

49 Vine Street   617-580-8305 
 
 
 

Good Shepherd School  
20 Winthrop Street  617-242-8800 

V i s i t  u s  a t  
s t m a r y s t c a t h e r i n e . o r g  

a n d  
f a c e b o o k . c o m /

s t m a r y s t c a t h e r i n e  

The Church is handicap-accessible on Soley Street. 
The Chapel is handicap-accessible on Winthrop Street. 

Our world today sees all creation as a gift of God.  In fact, creation reveals God’s 

presence to humanity.  There are many ways of protecting our environment for 

future generations.  The present birth rate can be a serious threat to our planet. 
 

No one enters into a marriage apart from their culture, history, background and 

life experience.  Even though a person appears to be mature when they pro-

nounce their marriage vows, we now know many are products or victims of alco-

holism, addiction, abuse and domestic violence, which surely affects their ability 

to freely make that commitment. 
 

We need to return to the understanding of vocation to the priesthood as a call 

from the community based on the gifts, skills and spiritual health of a member of 

a certain community.  They are chosen because they are gifted.  Today, we rely on 

an individual deciding to study for the priesthood and then assume they and they 

alone possess the necessary giftedness, e.g. because someone is ordained we be-

lieve he has the gift of preaching or because he becomes a priest we place him in 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation as counselor and/or spiritual director. 
 

If the institutional church and the gospel are at odds, it is the life of Christ that 

must be the measure against which we make our decisions.  Sometimes it may 

even be the difference between words attributed to Christ and his life story that 

forces us to choose.  The guiding principle is that Christ healed those no one 

would heal, touched those no-one would touch, forgave those no one would for-

give and loved those no one would love.  That is the gospel message unabridged. 
 

We have progressed greatly in our understanding of sexuality over the years.  We 

now realize that sexual orientation is not a choice but determined by genetics.  It 

is therefore inhumane and unchristian to demand lifelong sexual abstinence from 

those who are homosexual or lesbian or transgender while encouraging those who 

are heterosexual to pursue and intimate sexual relationship in marriage. 

I applaud you and those surrounding you for your determination to let the Catholic 

people in the world know that it is their baptism that makes them citizens of the 

Church. 

May God continue to challenge us to be all we are meant to be as individuals and as 

Church. 

Enjoy life! 

Ron Coyne 
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Sacrament of 
Penance

at the Church

Saturdays  -
3:15  pm to 

3:45 pm

We extend a warm welcome to all visitors and those 
who are new to  our  parish.

If you are new to Saint Mary -Saint Catherine of Siena 
Parish, please visit our website for events and  resources.  

You may also  register online at:  
www.stmarystcatherine.org

October 23 ~ Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Pharisee in today’s gospel is filled with self-praise whereas the tax collector is filled with 
humility, “O God, be merciful to me a sinner.”  This parable tells us important things about 
prayer.  When praying we need only place ourselves honestly and humbly before God.  There is 
no need to make comparisons to others, no need of praising ourselves for the good we think we 
have done, and certainly no need to think ourselves unworthy of God’s mercy and love.  Make 

your prayer like that of the tax collector, seeing ourselves like others – a sinner among sinners all in need of God’s mercy!  
Remembering the words of the psalmist: “The Lord hears the cry of the poor.”                    

Un día de sol un elefante se bañaba en un río de la jungla. Un ratón se acercó a la orilla y con-
templaba al elefante y le dijo: elefante, sal del agua.  -¿Por qué?- Cuando salgas te lo diré. El 
elefante salió del agua y le preguntó: ¿Qué quieres, ratón? Sólo quería ver si llevabas puesto mi 
traje de baño.

El domingo pasado, el Señor nos decía que hay que orar siempre sin desanimarse y nos conta-
ba el cuento del juez malvado y la viuda persistente e insistente. Hoy, el Señor quiere denun-
ciar "a los que se creen justos y desprecian a los demás”. Hoy, el Señor quiere sacar los colores 
a unos cuantos de nosotros. Y a través de estos dos personajes del evangelio, el fariseo y el pu-
blicano, nos quiere hacer ver cómo es Dios y  cómo somos nosotros. ¿Cómo es el fariseo?

En su oración no pide nada. Sólo habla y ora desde el Yo. Yo…Juzga a los otros, es justo, santo, 
bueno… No hay sitio para Dios en su vida. Su Yo lo llena todo. Para él Dios es como el presi-

dente de una gran corporación y el fariseo aspira a convertirse en el director.¿Tiene usted problemas con las personas 
que vienen a la iglesia?  ¿Verdad que observa a la gente y se fija en si cantan, si responden, si saludan a los hermanos? ¿Y 
los juzga? Y piensa, yo no soy como éstos.

El fariseo salió del templo como entró: lleno de sí mismo pero vació de Dios. Salió del templo como entró: con su orgu-
llo y su justicia pero sin la justicia ni el perdón de Dios. Su oración no iba dirigida a Dios sino a la galería. A Jesús no le 
gustó nada esa actitud farisaica. Y por eso nos dice: "Ay de los que se creen justos y desprecian a los demás". ¿Hay al-
guien aquí que se cree justo y desprecia a los demás? ¿Alguien viene a decirle a Dios y a los hermanos todo lo bueno 
que hace y lo bueno que se cree? Cierto, ustedes y yo hacemos cosas buenas.

Cuidamos de nuestras familias. Educamos a los hijos. Venimos el domingo al templo. Ayudamos a los vecinos y ayuna-
mos en cuaresma. Cumplimos bien con nuestro trabajo. Estudiamos la Biblia. Somos casi tan buenos como el fariseo. 
Pero no venimos aquí a cantar nuestros méritos y hazañas. Venimos a cantar las hazañas de Dios. No venimos a pasar 
la factura a Dios y pedirle que nos pague nuestros trabajos. No venimos a decirle que no somos como los que nunca 
vienen aquí, sólo Dios sabe lo que hay en cada corazón.

A mi no me preocupan las cosas buenas que hago. A mi me duelen las obras buenas que no hago, los pecados que sí 
hago cada día y por eso vengo al templo, no como el fariseo y sí como el publicano abrumado por el peso de mi pecado. 
No miro a los demás, me miro a mi mismo, siempre necesitado del perdón de Dios.

Nadie es justo ante Dios, pero todos somos justificados si nos reconocemos pecadores, publicanos, ante Dios. Nadie 
está en la gracia de Dios, pero todos somos llenados de gracia si, arrepentidos, nos acercamos a Dios. Nadie puede pre-
sumir de nada ante Dios, sólo la fe en él nos reconcilia con su amor. La oración del publicano es verdadera, la del fari-
seo es una oración falsa.

La oración tiene que estar centrada en Dios. Sólo ora de verdad el que tiene una relación con Dios. El es el origen, cen-
tro y fin de nuestra vida. El yo tiene que morir para que el Espíritu hable por nosotros. La oración tiene que producir 
un cambio en nuestra vida. Orar no es intentar cambiar la mente de Dios, sus designios, orar es cambiar yo.
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Fall 2022 Project Rachel Post-
Abortion Healing Retreats –
October 29 & November 19

“Project Rachel led me to a place of for-
giveness and mercy. During the retreat, 
I realized the lasting impact of for-
giveness. I knew God had forgiven me, 
and now I needed to forgive myself.”– A 
Project Rachel retreat participant. 
The Project Rachel ministry of the 
Archdiocese of Boston extends a spe-
cial invitation to women suffering 
from the pain of a past abortion to 
attend a “Come to the Waters of 
Healing” one-day retreat. Fall dates 
are October 1, October 29, and No-
vember 19 from 9 AM to 5 PM. Lo-
cations are confidential. Limited to 
ten participants per retreat. For 
more information, contact Project 
Rachel at 508.651.3100 
or help@projectrachelboston.com.

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE
Sunday, November  6 at 6PM

      All parishioners are invited to participate in our Mass of Remembrance 
on November 6 at 6PM.  At this liturgy, the names of all persons for whom 
a Funeral Mass was celebrated in our Parish during the past year are in-
cluded in the Litany of Remembrance and a candle is lighted for each one.  
We also remember and light a candle to represent all family, relatives and 
friends of our Parish Community who have gone to God, one for those 
who have died as a result of violence, one for those who have died from 
substance use, and one for those who have no one to remember them. 

HURRICANE RELIEF
In the past month two Hurricanes, Ian and Fiona, have caused enormous damage and tragic loss of life Puerto Rico and south-
eastern Florida.

Recognizing the growing need for assistance, Cardinal Seán has asked that a special collection be taken in all parishes in the 

Archdiocese of Boston.  For the weekend of October 30th, there will be a second collection at the Masses for Hurricane Relief.

Funds raised will support the efforts of the USCCB Bishops Disaster Relief Fund, which will work through local Catholic 

Charities diocesan agencies. The money will meet needs such as clean water, food, shelter, medical care and aid in long-term 

rebuilding and recovery efforts. It also will support the pastoral and social needs of the Church in areas affected by the hurri-

canes.

Please address your checks to the parish, with “Hurricane Relief” in the memo.

On behalf of the Cardinal, thank you for your attentiveness to this important collection and expression of our solidarity with 
those who are suffering.

WOMEN’S FAITH-SHARING GROUP

  The women’s group  meets at 6:30 
every two weeks at the  Parish Center, 
46 Winthrop Street.   It’s a wonderful 
opportunity to nurture your soul and 
make new friends. This year we will 
try a hybrid model, bringing together 
women in person and those on Zoom.   

Please call Sr. Nancy at 
617-242-4664 

or email her at 
ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org 

to learn more or to sign up!

Cursillo: An Invitation!

Are you looking for an opportunity to 
grow spiritually and deepen your rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ? We invite 
you to join us for a Cursillo weekend 
to experience the love of Jesus Christ 
on a personal level and bring his love 
and joy into your daily life. Give your-
self an extraordinary gift. 

Where: St. Basil's Salvatorian Center, 
Methuen. For more information, con-
tact Nancy  Higgins at  

higginsneh@aol.com

"Jesus said to them, 'I am the bread 
of life; whoever comes to me will 
never hunger, and whoever believes 
in me will never thirst.'" - John 6:35
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Please Join Us!
This weekend

Fundraiser for Harvest on Vine Food Pantry

Sunday, October 23, 2022
12:00 - 2:00pm

$50.00 per person
Pay at the door

Brewers Fork Restaurant
7 Moulton St.

Charlestown, MA

Contemplative Outreach of Boston 
and St. Paul’s Church

Welcomes

Father Bill Sheehan, OMI
Discussing some teachings from:

Wisdom Jesus by Cynthia Bourgeault
Contemplating Christ by Vincent Pizzuto

Saturday, December 3, 2022 
10 AM to 3PM

St. Paul’s Church
127 Summer Street

Lynnfield, MA  01940
Coffee and lunch will be served.

All are welcome and any donations are 
gratefully accepted.

To register contact Nancy Nichols Kearns

Nancynichols1010@yahoo.com

All Saints Day
Tuesday, November 1

All Saints Day is a Holy Day of 
Obligation for Catholics around the 
world. .
We invite you to join us for the liturgi-
cal celebration of this holy feast.

MASS TIMES
Tuesday, 8AM and 6:30pm

Both Masses are in the 
CHURCH

ADORATION -
Next weekend 10/29 & 10/30

At the close of each Mass, there will be 

a short Adoration.  

Mother Teresa once said: “The time 

you spend with Jesus in the Blessed Sac-

rament is the best time you will spend 

on earth.” Take this great saint’s words 

to heart.   Please join us 

Thanksgiving Organ Concert
November 20, 2022 at 3:00pm

St. Mary-St. Catherine of Siena Parish

All are welcome to join our parish family for a con-
cert on our very own Harris and Woodbury organ, 

featuring:

Rosalind Mohnsen
ROSALIND MOHNSEN has performed in such venues as Merrill Auditorium in 

Portland, Maine, Woolsey Hall at Yale University, The National Shrine in Washington, 
D.C., Holy Cross Cathedral in Boston, and St. Thomas Church in New York City. She 
has performed for Boston’s First Night, A.G.O. Chapters in Richmond, Lincoln and 
Pasadena, twenty-three national conventions of the Organ Historical Society, the 2014 
A.G.O. National Convention in Boston, and in Riga, Latvia and Stockholm, Swe-
den. She has been a pianist in the BSO Symphony Café. She served as Interim Organist 
and Director at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross in Boston and was the recipient of the 
2018 Distinguished Service Award from the Organ Historical Society. 

A native of Nebraska, she received the Bachelor of Music in Education degree in pi-
ano from the University of Nebraska and the Master of Music degree and Performer’s 
Certificate in organ from Indiana University. Her organ studies were with Myron J. Rob-
erts, Conrad Morgan, Robert Rayfield, and Jean Langlais. She is Director of Music and 
Organist at Immaculate Conception Church of Malden/Medford, Massachusetts and 
was formerly on the faculty of Westmar College, LeMars, Iowa. Rosalind has also been a 
huge supporter of our parish music ministry through the years. 
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MASS SCHEDULE

10:30 A  M      W -
   

F    
 F  

  

S   10/22
9:00  
4:00   + R  & M  F

& J  M L

S  10/23
8:00   + N  K  &

R  M  H
10:30  + V  C & C

R
6:00  + J  & G  

C

R    7:30   
D  M

M   10/24 
8:00  

T   10/25
8:00   

W   10/26
8:00  

T   10/27
8:00  

F   10/28
8:00  

S   10/29
9:00  
4:00  + F  & N  B

S  10/30
8:00   + M  S  &

J  T
10:30  + T  C  F
6:00  + P  I

UPCOMING  COLLECTIONS

October 23 - Mission Sunday

October 30 - Hurricane Relief

November 1 - All Saints

The Church 

Sanctuary Lamp

Is lit for

Rose & Mario 
       Fabiano           

Parish Giving

Weekend of Oct 15 & 16
Parishioners contributed

$7,988.07

To the Weekly Collection
And

$ 810
To the Monthly Collection

Thank you for your 
continued support

          ATTENDANCE 

O  15
          4:00   64

O  16
          8:00    45
       10:30    113
         6:00   47

    T    269

To learn more and/or become 
involved contact us at 

617-242-4664 or check out the web 
site!

stmarystcatherine.org

Ministry to the 
Sick and 

Homebound
We welcome the 

opportunity to provide the Sacraments 
of Confession, Communion or 
Anointing of the Sick to anyone who is 
home bound, either on a short or 
longer term basis, as we want to do our 
best to help them feel connected to our 
community. 

Please call us  at 617-242-4664  if 
you, a relative or neighbor is open to 
having a home visit for some friendly 
conversation and prayer.

Celebrating 
the 

Sacrament 
of  

Baptism 
is always a 

joyful  event in 
our Parish. 

It’s such a privilege to facilitate this 
momentous event in the lives of families 

and in particular, the life of the child. 
To learn more, please contact Sr. Nancy 

at:
    617-242-4664 or email:       

ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org

Dear Marian 
Friends,  

On Saturdays, we 
gather for our 

Saturday 
Rosary via Zoom. 

Sign on is at  8AM, and we will 
begin praying at 8:15AM.    

If you are interested, please 
email Donna at:  

donna.lecam@gmail.com 
for the Zoom information.   

  All are most welcome.

Resquiescat in 
Pace

Sheila Butler

And

Theresa McLaughlin
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Call for Your FREE Design Consultation (855) 625-9032

12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom storage solutions for your new or existing cabinets makes space for
everything, so you can spend your time making memories. 

*Limit one off er per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. EXP 12/31/22 
Independently owned and operated franchise. © 2022 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Your kitchen 
wishes 
granted. 50% OFF

INSTALL!

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-888-674-0885A FREE ESTIMATE

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

Order Christmas Cards Today
Available at www.PilotPrintingShop.net
See Pricing & Read Inside Verses in our Online Store

10 Different Options Available
Select One Design or Mix and Match

For More Information: printing@PilotPrinting.net

Now you can fi nally have all of the 
soothing benefi ts of a relaxing warm 
bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

First walk-in tub available with a 
customizable shower

Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable 
for your height and pivots to off er a 
seated shower option

High-quality tub complete with a 
comprehensive lifetime warranty on 
the entire tub

Top-of-the-line installation and service, 
all included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of  
both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more aff ordable walk-in tub!

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
                       Featuring our Free Shower Package

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-855-408-5943

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. 
Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. 

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. 
Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-855-408-5943
Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

SPECIAL OFFER
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“Pray without Ceasing”   1 
Thessalonians 5:17

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

JOHN L. TOBIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 
ONE THOMPSON SQUARE 
STE. 105, CHARLESTOWN

(617) 242-7881
johnltobinlaw.com

johnltobin@gmail.com
Serving your legal and 

real estate needs Since 1987

Fine wines • Spirits • Craft Beers and Seasonal Brews 
Ales • Kegs and more.

Hours: Mon - Wed: 9am - 10pm | Thur - Sat 9am - 11pm | Sun 12pm - 6pm

We Deliver
617.242.4877

9 Moulton St., Charlestown, MA
www.mccarthyliquors.com

Saint Agnes
school

www.saintagnesschool.com

39 Medford Street
Arlington, MA 02474

781-643-9031 ext. 8305

Eve Dougherty 
Vice President

617.838.5884 
eve@compass.com

The answer to your 
real estate prayers.

“God is Love”1 John 4:8 

Helping seniors stay healthy.
Call (866) 384-6796 

(TTY 711) to join.

Fr. Tom Nestor has served as pastor 
at the Collaborative Parishes of 
Resurrection and Saint Paul in 
Hingham for the past ten years, and 
previously served at St. Eulalia’s in 
Winchester for 17 years. A Harvard 
graduate and native of West Roxbury, 
Fr. Nestor is known for fostering a 
sense of community wherever he goes.

donate at 
clergytrust.org OR

SCAN HERE for 
Venmo, Google/
Apple Pay, PayPal 
via Givebutter.

Medicare Questions?

SHINE counselors can help!
617-522-9270

Open Enrollment is October 15th to December 7th 
www.ethocare.org/services/shine

Are you turning 65 and need 
to enroll soon? 

Do you understand your Medicare 
deadlines and options? 

Are you having trouble paying for 
medical expenses and prescription drugs? 

SHINE@ethocare.org

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 401-9893

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT

 At HOME or AWAY
* GPS * Fall Alert * 24/7 * 365 Monitoring

Ambulance * Police * Fire * Family/Friends

MDMedAlert™

No Contract • No Fees • Easy Setup • md-medalert.com CALL 800-890-8615

M

As Low As $1995
/month

GPS Mobile Above


