
SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES
Led by the Holy Spirit, the Parish Family of Saint 

Francis de Sales seeks to know and celebrate Jesus 

through Mass, Prayer, Sacrament and Service.

Saint Francis de Sales Church is the oldest consecrat-

ed church in New England, the oldest in the city of Bos-

ton in continuous service, and the fourth oldest in 
America, built in 1859, on the top of Bunker Hill. 

Saint Francis is known affectionately as the Firefighter’s 

church – The statue of St. Florian, patron saint, is locat-

ed in the bell yard next to the church.

WELCOME!
To visitors to our parish, to those who have recently moved into the area, and to those who are comfortable and nourished here–

welcome to all!  Please introduce yourself to the priest, and register as a member of our parishes. 

SAINT MARY - SAINT CATHERINE
Our Mission is to make active disciples of Jesus 

Christ by creating a welcoming community rich in spir-

ituality and by moving people to share their God-given 

talents in the service of others and the care of creation.

We are an intentionally inclusive Roman Catholic 

parish that welcomes all those who make up our diverse 
community in a way that reflects God’s love. 

Nourished by the Gospel and the real presence of 

Jesus in the Eucharist, we strive to build a vibrant par-

ish that strengthens our faith and elevates our worship. 

CHARLESTOWN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
Saint Mary–Saint Catherine of Siena and Saint Francis de Sales Parishes
Parish Center & Eucharistic Center, 46 Winthrop Street, 617-242-4664, stmarystcatherine.org

St. Francis Rectory, 303 Bunker Hill Street, 617-242-0147, stfrancis02129@gmail.com 
Charlestown, MA 02129         August 20, 2023
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Saint Mary Church 
55 Warren Street 

Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel 
Warren & Soley Street   

617.242.4664 
St Mary-St. Catherine of Siena 

Parish Center 
46 Winthrop St.    617-242-4664 

St. Francis de Sales Church 
313 Bunker Hill Street 

617.242.0147 
 

Social Ministry Office 
49 Vine Street   617-580-8305 

 

Good Shepherd School  
20 Winthrop Street  617-242-8800 

Handicapped Access 
St. Mary’s Church is handicapped-accessible on Soley Street. 

St. Catherine’s Chapel is handicapped-accessible on Winthrop Street. 

Mass Schedule 
Saturdays at 9 am, Holidays at 9 am 

 

8:00 am Masses — Weekdays 
Mon, Tues, Wed at St. Francis 
Thurs, Fri & Sat at St. Mary-                        
St. Catherine in the Chapel 
 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday 
4 pm  St. Francis de Sales 
4 pm St. Mary - St. Catherine 
 
Sunday 
8 am    St. Mary- St. Catherine 
9:30 am   St. Francis de Sales 
11 am    St. Mary - St. Catherine 
6 pm    St. Mary - St. Catherine 
 

Pastor 
Fr. John Sheridan 

 

St Mary - St Catherine of Siena 
 

 

Pastoral Associate 
Sr. Nancy Citro, SNDdeN 

 
 
 
 
 

Finance & Operations Manager 
James Santosuosso 

 
 

Social Ministry Director 
Thomas J. MacDonald 

 
Pastoral Assistant, Faith Formation 

Katy Fleming 
 

Director of Music 
John Anthony Volpe 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Dianne Ludy 

 

Hispanic Ministry 
Blanca Paz 

 
 

St Francis de Sales 
 

Pastoral Assistant 
Joan C. Rae 

 

Music Director 
Timothy Leahy 

 

 

Parish Nurse Ministry Director 
Mrs. Maureen Collier, RN BSN 

 
Clergy in Residence 
Fr. Jerome Gillespie 

Fr. Anthony Nweke C.S.S.p. 
Fr. Britto Dhinakaran 

Fr. Mark Shimave 
 
 

Email 
 

info@stmarystcatherine.org 

stfrancis02129@gmail.com 

From our Pastor ... 

“I have told you this so that My joy may be in you and your joy may be complete.”       John 15:11 

The joys and hopes, the grief and anguish of the people of our time, especially of those who are 

poor or afflicted, are the joys and hopes, the grief and anguish of the followers of Christ as well.

 Gaudium et Spes, Preface 

   We’re months away from Advent, but the summer sky is full of stars. As children, we were encour-
aged to look up, to the stars, to find inspiration as they point out for us the way. In Scripture, 

Abram is assured of God’s promise of the future by the stars in the sky. The star of Bethlehem led 
shepherds and kings to the Christ Child. In the Book of Revelation, the woman is presented with 

the twelve stars around her, reflecting the tribes of Israel.                                                                  

    Look up. Look ahead. I use this phrase a lot around here- I find it helpful for me to focus on my 

priorities, my work, my vocation. We have spent too much time, wasted too many dreams, looking 
back to a world that simply doesn’t exist anymore (and maybe never did) and looking down, awash 

in sorrow, pain, and grief, feeling almost incapable of looking ahead with any expectations. Yes, 
there is much to look at and be sad about today in our world. Does that mean we should ignore the 

problems of our lives, our world, our times? Most certainly not.                                                                         

    We are called to address the problems, worries, and doubts of this dark world, not with sad resig-

nation and fear, but with humble and open hearts to the possibilities that only the Holy Spirit can 
give. Some people are afraid to look ahead because they’re vision is limited to the earth, only to the 

here and now- our Christian faith calls each and all of us to look ahead with hope- that’s the key 
here. It seems that years ago people spoke so joyfully about the future- they seemed to dream more- 

today, there seems so much dystopian visions, doubt, and fear foreboding- have we lost the ability to 
hope and dream of a new world, new ideas, new possibilities?  

   Our loving God reminds us that as much as He is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, He is 
also the God Who makes all things new, Who refreshes and renews us every day, every moment, 

with His grace and love. The timeless God of all that was, is and will be, calls us to newness of life, 
to cast off our sorrow and fear. Is it risky? Of course it is- anything worth it is. It’s a chance we’re 

taking, and it’s worth everything, and whatever we may lose on this earth, we will receive so much 
more of the blessings God will give us. I take great inspiration that perhaps the most important 

document in the Second Vatican Council, its Pastoral Constitution, is entitled Gaudium et Spes- 
Hope and Joy. It is THAT Hope and Joy that attracts us to Christ, to bring some of those gifts to 
the world.         

            “We must attract them by joy in order to lead them to its source, the heart of Christ.”                    
St. Katherine Drexel 

mailto:info@stmarystcatherine.org
mailto:stfrancis02129@gmail.com
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Queenship of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

August 22

A PRAYER TO MARY, 

THE MOTHER OF GOD AND 

PATRONESS OF AMERICA

O Most Blessed Mary, Mother of 
Mercy, at this most critical time, we en-
trust the United States of America to 
your loving care.

Most Holy Mother, we beg you to 
reclaim this land for the glory of your 
Son. Overwhelmed with the burden of 
the problems of our nation, we cry to 
you from the depths of our hearts and 
seek refuge in your motherly protection.

Look down with mercy upon us and 
touch the hearts of our people. Open 
our minds to the great worth of each life 
and of creation, and to the responsibili-
ties that accompany human freedom.

Grant our country the wisdom to 
proclaim that God’s law is the founda-
tion on which this nation was founded, 
and that He alone is the True Source of 
our cherished rights to life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness.

O Merciful Mother, give us the cour-
age to reject the culture of death and the 
strength to build a new Culture of Life 
for all who live within our borders and 
beyond.    Amen.

2023 marks the 150th anniversary of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph in the Archdiocese of Boston.

Most Rev. Robert P. Reed, auxiliary Bishop of the West Region and the Sisters   
invite you to a liturgy of thanksgiving at Our Lady Help of Christians Parish,         
573 Washington St, Newton Sept. 9 at 4 pm. This liturgy is our expression             

of gratitude to all those who have supported us in so many ways in our ministry     
to the dear neighbor here in the Archdiocese of Boston.                                                         
For further information visit https://www.csjboston.org                                          

All are welcome to attend! 

North End’s 

SAINT ANTHONY’S FEAST

August 24 to August 27 

Check Boston Calendar      
for event schedule

PILGRIMAGE 
TO 

MEDJUGORJE

Join the Pilgrimage to Me-

djugorje from Nov. 1-9, 

2023, organized by our 

par ishioner ,  Donna 

LeCam. A number of our 
parishioners have joined 

Donna’s pilgrimages to 

Medjugorje in the past 

and there are several who 

will be participating again in this November pilgrimage including Sr. Nancy.

Some wonder what one would do on a pilgrimage for a week. Do you pray 

ALL the time? If this is you, don't worry. While in Medjugorje, there is plen-

ty of opportunity to pray for all the intentions in your heart, experience the 
beautiful culture, and enjoy some scenic areas of Eastern Europe. 

Those who participated in this pilgrimage before reported that they were 

genuinely moved by the way their hearts were filled with a deep sense of joy 
and peace. Pause for a moment…see if Our Lady might be calling you to 

visit the hamlet of Medjugorje. 

For those of you who may be unfamiliar with Medjugorje, Our Blessed 
Mother began appearing to six young children on June 24th, 1981. These 

apparitions continue to this day to three of the six and offers messages of 

peace, request for prayers for peace, assurances of Jesus’ love for one and for 

all, and enjoins us to faithfully follow her son.

For more information, please contact 
Donna LeCam at donna.lecam@gmail.com Sacrament of Reconciliation:           

Saturdays in the Church 
3- 3:45 pm 

mailto:donna.lecam@gmail.com
https://www.csjboston.org
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Intentions

Saturday Aug 19 at 4:00 pm  
Sunday Aug 20 at 9:30 am  Catherine Marie Norris—10th anniversary
Monday, Aug 21 at 8:00 am

Weekly Mass for Vocations to Consecrated Life, Permanent Diaconate & Priesthood

Tuesday, Aug 22 @ 8:00 am  

Wednesday Aug 23 at 8:00 am— for the sick members of the parish

Saturday Aug 26 at 4:00 pm 

Sunday Aug 27 at 9:30 am  Joan Donovan—1 year anniversary

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO YOU 

We are grateful for your offerings 
from the weekend of August 12-13

$1,581 was contributed                      
to the Weekly Collection

and $211 for the                           
Second Collection

St. Francis de Sales
UPCOMING  COLLECTIONS

Aug 20  Parish Deficit
Aug 27  Mission Appeal

SAVE THE DATE 
Our Installation of Fr. John as Pastor 

and Inauguration Mass of our Collaborative with Bishop O’Connell 
will be Sunday, Sept. 24 @ 11 am at St. Mary’s Church!  

A collation will follow at Bishop Lawton Hall. 
Please invite everyone to join us!

Resquiescat in 
Pace

Ann Marie Tierney

CHARLESTOWN   CATHOLIC 

ATTENDANCE—8/12 & 8/13
Sat. @ 4:00  pm 33
Sun @  9:30 am      51
Total 84

Welcom  th  newes  member  o  th  paris  wh  
wer  Baptize  thi  pas  weeken — Sunda , 
Augus  13t  a  S . Franci  d  Sale !

     

“Truly it is a blessed thing to love on 
earth as we hope to love in Heaven, 
and to begin that friendship here 
which is to endure for ever there.”
― St. Francis de Sales
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Saint Mary Church
Sanctuary Lamp

is lit in remembrance of 

Meaghan Brady

Attendance 8/12 & 8/13:  
  4 pm         45
   8 am        46
11 am         62          
   6pm        56 

TOTAL = 209

COMMUNITY  NEWS & INFO

Dear Charlestown Catholic Community -
…anyone who wants to become Catholic?

…anyone who is baptized Catholic but has not received First Communion and 

Confirmation and would like to?  
     …any Catholic in good standing that married outside of the Catholic 

     Church and would like to receive the Sacrament of Marriage? 

If you do, please have them contact Sr. Nancy at 617-242-4664 or 

  ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org   Thanks so much!

St. Mary - St Catherine of Siena

UPCOMING  COLLECTIONS

August 20—Monthly

Weekend of August 13

Parishioners contributed

$3,708.86 to the 

Weekly Collection 

         Michellee && Jimm Duanee willl bee joinedd byy familyy && friendss att thee 44 pmm 

masss onn 8/26,, whenn theyy willl bee renewingg theirr marriagee vowss inn celebrationn off 

theirr 50thh weddingg day. 

Baptized 8.13.2023—Isla & Maeve DohertyBaptized 8.13.2023—Rory Elizabeth Getchell

Celebrating the Sacrament 
of Baptism 

is always a joyful event in the 

Parish. It’s such a privilege to 

facilitate this momentous 

event in the lives of families 

and in particular, the life of 

the child. To learn more, 

please contact Sr. Nancy at 

617-242-4664  or email 

ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org

mailto:ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org
mailto:ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org
mailto:ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org
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Érase un anciano que, todas las noches, caminaba por las calles oscuras de la 
ciudad con una lámpara de aceite en la mano. Una noche se encontró con un 
amigo que le preguntó: ¿qué haces tú, siendo ciego, con una lámpara en la 
mano?

El ciego le respondió: “Yo no llevo una lámpara para ver. Yo conozco la oscuri-
dad de las calles de memoria. Llevo la luz para que otros encuentren su camino 
cuando me vean a mí” ¡Qué hermoso sería si todos ilumináramos los caminos 
de los demás! Llevar luz y no oscuridad. Luz…demos luz. De la historia de Ped-

ro, ciego y náufrago en la tormenta del domingo pasado a la historia de hoy, de la mujer cananea, invisible y marginada. Del 
grito de Pedro: “Señor, sálvame” al grito de la mujer extranjera: “Señor, socórreme”. De la respuesta de Jesús a Pedro: “Hombre 
de poca fe, ¿por qué vacilaste? a la respuesta de hoy: “Mujer, qué grande es tu fe”.

Y en medio de la ciega tormenta está Jesús salvando a Pedro náufrago y en medio de esta mujer y su hija atormentada por un 
demonio está Jesús y le dice: “Mujer, que se cumpla tu deseo”. Y en medio de nosotros en este domingo está también Jesús que 
viene a traernos la luz y la salvación. ¿Cómo nos sentimos nosotros hoy? ¿Como hijos de Dios, como miembros de la Iglesia o 
como perritos que comen las migajas que caen de la mesa?

La mujer cananea no fue saludada, no le dieron un aplauso de bienvenida como hacemos nosotros, era gentil, extranjera, y como
a un perro había que despacharla porque con sus ladridos asustaban a todos y Jesús tampoco le hizo mucho caso. Pudo más la fe
y la insistencia de la mujer que todos los rechazos. Pudo más su perseverancia y atrevimiento que las palabras de los discípulos y 
la frialdad de Jesús. Siempre puede más la fe que la duda, la insistencia que el cansancio. En el corazón de Dios, en la Iglesia de 
Jesús, cabemos todos. Todos llamados a ser injertados en el árbol de la vida, a pertenecer y a heredar el Reino. Todos somos 
ovejas perdidas de Israel. La mujer cananea y su hija atormentada por un demonio son símbolo de todos nosotros.

Ellas se alimentaban con las migajas que caían de la mesa de sus patronos. Pero querían participar de la mesa como hijos, 
querían sentirse amados por Jesús, querían gozar de la fiesta que Jesús traía. Y la fe y la perseverancia abrieron de par en par las 
puertas del corazón de Jesús. Muchos hermanos nuestros y nosotros también vivimos de las migajas de la iglesia: una oración 
rutinaria, una misa más penitencia que gozo, unos miedos, una vida cristiana tibia y otros un vago recuerdo de su bautismo…
migajas en nuestro plato cristiano. La mujer cananea no se contentó con las migajas que caían de la mesa, quiso el pan entero, el 
amor entero, la sanación entera, la vida entera, la pertenencia entera. ¿Por qué contentarnos con un poco cuando lo podemos 
tener todo? ¿Por qué considerarnos extranjeros cuando somos hijos? ¿Por qué no invitamos a tantos hermanos alejados que 
comen las migajas de los celos, del alcohol, de la droga, de la infidelidad a ser miembros de la Iglesia de Jesús?

Nuestra responsabilidad no es de apartar a nadie que busca sinceramente al Señor, los apóstoles aquel día hicieron de espanta-
pájaros, sino de acercarlos con amor hasta la fuente del perdón y de la salvación. En Internet hay una lista de las personas más
odiadas del mundo. No le resultaría difícil poner algunos nombres: Adolfo, Osama, Sadam… Suscitan en nosotros emociones 
demasiado fuertes como para pensar en ofrecerles nuestro perdón. ¿Guarda usted una lista de las personas que le han ofendido?
Si la tiene el reto del perdón es más grande, pero la exigencia de perdonar no por eso es menor. ¿Tiene Jesús una lista? Él no 
tiene ninguna lista de personas odiadas. Su lista es la del amor a todos, incluido usted.

August 20 - Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Take a moment and look around the people gathered at Mass today. Are there people present whom you have never met or 
who may come from a different culture? In what way might you be a welcoming presence to the stranger or immigrant in 

your midst? Today’s scripture makes clear that the message of God’s love is not meant to be kept to ourselves. It is not only 
for those longtime parishioners or certain groups – it is for everyone! Pray for the grace to do your part to make your parish 

a place where all feel welcome and at home! 

Don’t forget the poor—St. Vincent de Paul Society is helping those in our community who are in need.

The Gospel today announces that the kingdom and salvation are for all people.                                        

It is our persistent calling out to Jesus and our faith that count, for Jesus always responds;                                
with love for your neighbors who have nothing, please remember the good work                                       

with a gift to the Poor Boxes at the back of the church. Thanks so much!



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Mary & Saint Catherine of Siena, Charlestown, MA 4898

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 73818. 

Standard S&H added per address. Offer available while supplies last. Cannot be combined with other offers. Other restrictions may apply. All 

purchases acknowledge acceptance of Terms of Use: OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 09/30/23.  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Classic Cookout Collection
4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4 Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
73818JQF   separately $274.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE      

$12999
Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

Order Now! 1.855.995.3200 ask for 73818JQF
OmahaSteaks.com/Classic5649

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry.

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one off er per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 8/31/23. Independently owned and operated franchise. 

©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!
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NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, 
install and activate the generator with a participating 
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

(617) 841-4985

             7-year Extended Warranty* – A $735 Value!FREE

Whether you are home or away, 

protect what matters most from 

unexpected power outages with a 

Generac Home Standby Generator.

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-319-0949CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH
E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases 

month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For 

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Mary & Saint Catherine of Siena, Charlestown, MA 4898

“Pray without Ceasing”   1 
Thessalonians 5:17

JOHN L. TOBIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 
ONE THOMPSON SQUARE 
STE. 105, CHARLESTOWN

(617) 242-7881
johnltobinlaw.com

johnltobin@gmail.com
Serving your legal and 

real estate needs Since 1987

SHOP US ONLINE
Use Promo Code “Pilot” for FREE Delivery

We Deliver
617.242.4877

9 Moulton St., Charlestown, MA
www.mccarthyliquors.com

Eve Dougherty 
Vice President

617.838.5884 
eve@compass.com

The answer to your 
real estate prayers.

Helping seniors stay healthy.
Call (866) 384-6796 

(TTY 711) to join.

Fr. Tom Nestor has served as pastor 
at the Collaborative Parishes of 
Resurrection and Saint Paul in 
Hingham for the past ten years, and 
previously served at St. Eulalia’s in 
Winchester for 17 years. A Harvard 
graduate and native of West Roxbury, 
Fr. Nestor is known for fostering a 
sense of community wherever he goes.

donate at 
clergytrust.org OR

SCAN HERE for 
Venmo, Google/
Apple Pay, PayPal 
via Givebutter.

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT

 At HOME or AWAY
* GPS * Fall Alert * 24/7 * 365 Monitoring

Ambulance * Police * Fire * Family/Friends

MDMedAlert™

No Contract • No Fees • Easy Setup • md-medalert.com CALL 800-890-8615

M

As Low As $1995
/month

GPS Mobile Above

www.neighborhoodvoicealliance.com

We help to amplify neighborhood 
voices and provide support to 

groups working to protect their 
communities.

SUMMER 2023
REGISTRATION IS OPEN

www.sjs.edu/the-theological-institute

Fall 2023
Registration Open

Learning from within the 
heart of the Church

Fundamental Theology

Moral Theology

Canon Law

Pastoral Theology

617-779-4104

mailto:johnltobin@gmail.com
mailto:eve@compass.com
www.mccarthyliquors.com
www.neighborhoodvoicealliance.com
www.sjs.edu/the-theological-institute

