
  

 

SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES 
Led by the Holy Spirit, the Parish Family of Saint 

Francis de Sales seeks to know and celebrate Jesus 

through Mass, Prayer, Sacrament and Service. 

Saint Francis de Sales Church is the oldest consecrat-

ed church in New England, the oldest in the city of Bos-

ton in continuous service, and the fourth oldest in 

America, built in 1859, on the top of Bunker Hill. Saint 

Francis is known affectionately as the Firefighter’s 

church – The statue of St. Florian, patron saint, is locat-

ed in the bell yard next to the church. 

WELCOME! 
To visitors to our parish, to those who have recently moved into the area, and to those who are comfortable and nourished here–

welcome to all!  Please introduce yourself to the priest, and register as a member of our parishes.  

SAINT MARY - SAINT CATHERINE 
Our Mission is to make active disciples of Jesus 

Christ by creating a welcoming community rich in spir-

ituality and by moving people to share their God-given 

talents in the service of others and the care of creation. 

We are an intentionally inclusive Roman Catholic 

parish that welcomes all those who make up our diverse 

community in a way that reflects God’s love.  

Nourished by the Gospel and the real presence of 

Jesus in the Eucharist, we strive to build a vibrant par-

ish that strengthens our faith and elevates our worship.  

 

CHARLESTOWN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
Saint Mary–Saint Catherine of Siena and Saint Francis de Sales Parishes 
Parish Center & Eucharistic Center, 46 Winthrop Street, 617-242-4664, stmarystcatherine.org 

St. Francis Rectory, 303 Bunker Hill Street, 617-242-0147, stfrancis02129@gmail.com  
Charlestown, MA 02129          August 6, 2023 



2 

 

 

Saint Mary Church 
55 Warren Street 

Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel 
Warren & Soley Street 

617.242.4664 
 

St. Francis de Sales Church 
313 Bunker Hill Street 

617.242.0147 

St Mary-St. Catherine of Siena 
Parish Center 

46 Winthrop Street 
617-242-4664 

 

Social Ministry Office 
49 Vine Street   617-580-8305 

 
Good Shepherd School  

20 Winthrop Street  617-242-8800 

Handicap Access 
St. Mary’s Church is handicapped-accessible on Soley Street. 
St. Catherine’s Chapel is handicapped-accessible on Winthrop Street. 

Mass Schedule 
Saturdays at 9 am, Holidays at 9 am 

 

8:00 am Masses — Weekdays 
Mon, Tues, Wed at St. Francis 
Thurs, Fri & Sat at St. Mary-                        
St. Catherine in the Chapel 
 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday 
4 pm  St. Francis de Sales 
4 pm St. Mary - St. Catherine 
 
Sunday 
8 am    St. Mary- St. Catherine 
9:30 am   St. Francis de Sales 
11 am    St. Mary - St. Catherine 
6 pm    St. Mary - St. Catherine 
 

Pastor 
Fr. John Sheridan 

 

St Mary - St Catherine of Siena 
 

 

Pastoral Associate 
Sr. Nancy Citro, SNDdeN 

 
 
 
 
 

Finance & Operations Manager 
James Santosuosso 

 
 

Social Ministry Director 
Thomas J. MacDonald 

 
Pastoral Assistant, Faith Formation 

Katy Fleming 
 

Director of Music 
John Anthony Volpe 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Dianne Ludy 

 

Hispanic Ministry 
Blanca Paz 

 
 

St Francis de Sales 
 

Pastoral Assistant 
Joan C. Rae 

 

Music Director 
Timothy Leahy 

 

 

Parish Nurse Ministry Director 
Mrs. Maureen Collier, RN BSN 

 
Clergy in Residence 
Fr. Jerome Gillespie 

Fr. Anthony Nweke C.S.S.p. 
Fr. Britto Dhinakaran 

Fr. Mark Shimave 
 
 

Email 
 

info@stmarystcatherine.org 

stfrancis02129@gmail.com 

From our Pastor ... 
   Whenever I go to Washington, DC, I spend time in the            
Smithsonian Institute, especially my favorite museum, dedicated to 
American History. It’s always amazing to see so much presented in 
a way that you can’t read in a book or see in a movie- the symbols, 
the moments, the actual items used as history was made in their       
3-dimensional glory, whether they be the Apollo 11 lunar module, 
the Woolworth’s lunch counter from Greensboro, NC where the  
Civil Rights movement was shown for us all to see, Mr. Rogers’ 
sweater, or the original Kermit the Frog, these incredible pieces     
allow us to recall the past, understand the current times, and even 
look towards the future.  
 
   In today’s Gospel, Jesus does the same for His disciples on the 
feast of the Transfiguration - to look, and learn, and wait in joyful 
hope for what is coming. The temptation, of course, is to stay in the 
glory of the moment in the past, as Peter wants to, but he doesn’t  
understand that there so much in his midst, and so much to look 
ahead to. Jesus is challenging us to look up and look ahead to the 
glory that awaits us. The glory that awaits is so much greater than 
what  surrounds us- it doesn’t mean we don’t appreciate what got us 
here in the first place; we put it in its proper context and, as Jesus 
calls us, joyfully, fearlessly… we follow. 
  

+++  
   This fall, we will move on our goal of collaboration- our finance 
councils and pastoral councils will meet. We will have an evening 
with a speaker and prayer as we move up and ahead. We will have a 
Grand Annual collection at St. Francis, an Installation and              
Inauguration celebration on Sept. 24th. Watch the Pilot next weekend 
for an essay I wrote. Stay tuned for these and all other surprises as 
we turn a corner and prepare for what’s next! 
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Charlestown Catholic Community  Arts and Environment Ministry  
 Information Form 

 
If interested, please fill out this form to help develop a team to keep our community looking beautiful 

through all the liturgical seasons, even ordinary time!  
 
 

Name:  ________________________________________ 

Phone Number: __________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________________ 

Do you have a crafting talent to share with the community? If so please explain.  

 
 

Have you ever served the church to beautify the sanctuary or the grounds? If so, please explain.  
 

 

Do you have the desire to serve, but are not sure how you can help (i.e. cleaning) 
 

 

Do you have any thoughts, goals, or ideas that you would like to see happen in our community pertaining to the 
church’s indoor and outdoor look? If so, please explain.  

 

 

 Do you have a green thumb? 

 

Thank you for filling out this form! A representative from the Charlestown Catholic Community will be reaching out with 
information on how we will begin this new and exciting ministry/opportunity together. Creating an Arts and Environment 
Ministry will better help to organize a plan for many years to come to keep our worship spaces even more stunning and 
inviting to all! 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

August 6 ~ Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 

Summertime often affords us the opportunity to break from our busy schedules and spend 
time in favorite spots at the seashore, or at a campground or maybe even in a special spot in 
the city.  One reason that makes those places special is that they may be places where we felt 
the presence or majesty of God and continue to relish that memory.  The disciples in to-
day’s gospel have gone to one of Jesus’ favorite places, a place where he meets God.  Some-
thing extraordinary happens to them in that place – they see Jesus transfigured and hear 
God’s voice, “This is my beloved Son…listen to him.”  Is there a time or special place where 
you have felt God’s presence?  What might God want you to remember from that experi-
ence?  Return to that experience in your memory, taking a few minutes to speak to God 
about his presence with you.  

FEAST OF THE  ASSUMPTION OF MARY is  

August 15th 

- a holy day of obligation 

Wednesday Vigil Mass 7pm 

   Thursday Mass 8:00am 

Both Masses are in the Chapel 
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Intentions 
 

Monday, Aug 07 at 8:00 am 
Weekly Mass for Vocations to Consecrated Life, Permanent Diaconate & Priesthood 

Tuesday, Aug 08 @ 8:00 am   

Wednesday Aug 09 at 8:00 am— for the sick members of the parish 

Saturday Aug 12 at 4:00 am  

Sunday Aug 13 at 9:30 am  Billy McKillop  
 

 

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO YOU  
 

We are grateful to you for your  
offerings from the weekend of 

July 30 
 

$1,603.00 was contributed to the  
Weekly Collection 

 
  

St. Francis de Sales 

UPCOMING  COLLECTIONS 
 

Aug 13  Religious Education 

Aug 20  Parish Deficit 

Aug 27  Mission Appeal 

DON’T FORGET THE POOR 
 

The work of the  
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
 Continues in our parishes. 
The Society helps a number  

of individuals and families in 
Charlestown. 

Please remember the good work with a 
gift to the Poor boxes at the back of the 

church. Thanks so much! 

SAVE THE DATE  
Fr. John’s Installation 
Our Installation and  
Inauguration Mass  

with Bishop O’Connell 
has been rescheduled for Sunday, Sept. 24  

@ 11am at St. Mary’s Church!  
A collation will follow at Bishop Lawton Hall.  

Please invite everyone to join us! 

Resquiescat in  
Pace 

 

Ann M. Tierney 

CHARLESTOWN   CATHOLIC 
Dear Charlestown Catholic Community - 

…anyone who wants to become Catholic? 

…anyone who is baptized Catholic but has not received First Communion  
    and Confirmation and would like to?   
     

 …any Catholic in good standing that married outside of the Catholic  
     Church and would like to receive the Sacrament of Marriage?  
    

If you do, please have them contact Sr. Nancy at 617-242-4664 or  
  ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org 
 

  Thanks so much! 

ATTENDANCE—7/29 & 7/30 
Sat. @ 4:00  pm  25 
Sun @  9:30 am       38 
Total 63 
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S  M  - S  C   S  
M  I  

 

11:00 A  S  M     
  W   F  

   F   
   

 

 
 

S   08/05 
9    
4    M  D  
 

 

S  08/06 
8    + C  G  
11   P  I  
6   
  

T   08/10 
8   
 

F  08/11 
8   
  

S   08/12 
9    
4    
   
S  08/13 
8    
11   + C , B  & E  H  

6     

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturdays in the Church 3:15- 3:45 pm  

Rosary 

On Saturdays, we gather for our Saturday Rosary via Zoom. 

Sign on is at 8 am and we will begin praying at 8:15.     

If you are interested, please email Donna at:  

donna.lecam@gmail.com 

for the Zoom information. All are most welcome! 

Ministry to the Sick and Homebound 

We welcome the opportunity to provide the Sacraments of Confes-

sion, Communion or Anointing of the Sick to anyone who is confined 

to home, either on a short or long term basis. We want to do our best 

to help those who are homebound feel connected to our community. 

Please call the  

Parish Center at 617-242-4664 if you have a relative or neighbor who 

is open to having a home visit for some friendly conversation and pray-

er. 

Celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism  

is always a joyful event in the Parish. It’s such a privilege to facilitate 

this momentous event in the lives of families and in particular, the life 

of the child. To learn more, please contact Sr. Nancy at 617-242-4664  

or email ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org 

Saint Mary Church 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Prayers for   

Maureen Dewey 
week of Jul 31—Aug 12  

Attendance 7/29 & 7/30:   
  4 pm         51 
  8 am          48 
 11 am         77           
   6pm         44  

 
TOTAL = 220 

    

Gratefully acknowledging that 

God gives us all, we each willingly 

offer our unique gifts to one anoth-

er and all creation in the Spirit of 

Jesus Christ. 

COMMUNITY  NEWS & INFO 
Log onto our website at  

Charlestown Catholic Community  

For news, information and resources. 

Select the education button at the top to register for 

the Religious Education Program for the 2023-2024 

year.   

If you are new to the parish and would like to regis-

ter,  just select join and complete the registration 

form.   

 

Getting married?   Fill out the  wedding request 

form under resources and/or go into Sacraments 

for more information and wedding checklist form! 

Bulletins, and Mass times for both our parishes are 

available on the website. The latest recorded Sunday 

Mass may be viewed there as well. There is Music,  

news from Harvest on Vine, pictures,  and more. 

You may donate to the Parish or its various minis-

tries by selecting the Donate tab. 

St. Mary - St Catherine of Siena 

UPCOMING  COLLECTIONS 

August 15—Assumption 

August 20—Monthly 

Weekend of July 30 

Parishioners contributed 

2,603.55.00 to the  

Weekly Collection  
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Hace muchos años, en la ciudad de Luxemburgo, un capitán conversaba con un 
carnicero cuando una señora mayor entró en la carnicería. Ella le explicó que 
necesitaba un poco de carne, pero que no tenía dinero para pagarle. 

Mientras tanto, el capitán escuchaba la conversación entre los dos, “o sea que 
quiere un poco de carne, ¿pero cuánto me va a pagar?”, le dijo el carnicero. La 

señora le respondió: “no tengo dinero, pero iré a misa y rezaré por sus intenciones”. El carnicero y el capitán eran buenas personas pero 
indiferentes a la religión y bromearon sobre la respuesta de la señora. “Vaya a misa por mí y cuando vuelva le daré tanta carne como pese 
la misa”, le dijo el carnicero. 

La mujer salió y fue a misa. Cuando el carnicero la vio entrar cogió un pedazo de papel y escribió “ella fue a misa por ti”, y lo puso en uno 
de los platos de balanza y en el otro colocó un pequeño hueso. Nada sucedió y cambió el hueso por un trozo de carne. El papel pesaba 
más. Los dos hombres comenzaron a avergonzarse de lo sucedido. Colocaron un gran pedazo de carne en uno de los platos de la balanza, 
pero el papel siguió pesando más. 

El carnicero revisó la balanza, pero todo estaba en perfecto estado. “¿Qué es lo que quiere buena mujer, es necesario que le dé una pierna 
entera de cerdo? preguntó. Mientras hablaba, colocó una pierna entera de cerdo en la balanza pero el papel seguía pesando más. Fue tal la 
impresión que se llevó el carnicero que se convirtió y le prometió a la mujer que todos los días le daría carne sin costo alguno. 

El capitán salió de la carnicería completamente transformado y se convirtió en un fiel asistente a la misa diaria. Dos de sus hijos se harían 
más tarde sacerdotes. El capitán los educó de acuerdo a su propia experiencia de fe. El P. Sebastián, que fue el que me lo contó, acabó 
diciéndome: “Yo soy uno de esos dos sacerdotes y el capitán era mi padre”. El papel con el mensaje “ella fue a misa por ti” sigue pesando 
más hoy también. 

La eucaristía que nosotros estamos celebrando aquí y ahora es la multiplicación del pan de la vida que Jesús hace para nosotros sus hijos 
hambrientos de felicidad y de vida eterna. Jesús y sus promesas pesan más que todas nuestras posesiones. Y este trocito de pan consagrado 
tiene más vitaminas que un solomillo para que el lo come con fe y con el corazón limpio. Este milagro de la multiplicación de los cinco 
panes y dos peces hay que verlo con los ojos de la fe y los ojos de la carne. 

Visto con los ojos de la fe es un acontecimiento eucarístico. Levantar los ojos al cielo. Bendecir el pan y repartirlo a la gente. Es el gesto de 
la consagración que realizamos en cada misa. Es hacer esto en memoria mía. Es revivir la última cena del Señor. Es convertir el pan y el 
vino en la presencia salvadora de Jesús para la comunidad. Es el peso grande y liberador de la misa. Es lo que nosotros venimos a hacer 
aquí no por una persona sino por el mundo entero. Queremos poner en la balanza muestro mensaje: “una misa por el mundo, por los 
que sufren, por los que viven sin esperanza, por los que están en guerra”… 

Cada domingo venimos aquí, a nuestra casa, a levantar los ojos al cielo e implorar de Dios Padre su amor y su perdón, sólo de lo alto nos 
viene la verdadera salvación; venimos a ser bendecidos y rotos como el pan de Jesús; venimos a ser repartidos por la comunidad para que 
todos puedan saciarse con el pan de vida. Visto con los ojos de la carne, este relato de la multiplicación de los panes nos lleva por otros 
caminos conocidos. Jesús dijo a sus apóstoles: “Denles ustedes de comer”.Y ellos se quejaron: no tenemos nada, sólo cinco panes y dos 
peces y hay muchísima gente”. Jesús bendijo ese poco y se multiplicó. 

Milagro de Jesús, sí pero con la colaboración de los hombres. Jesús sigue haciendo milagros todos los días con la colaboración de los hom-
bres. Jesús nos dice: tráiganme esos panes y esos peces”. Tráiganme sus debilidades, yo las transformaré en fortaleza. Tráiganme sus 
miedos, yo les daré la valentía. Tráiganme sus pecados, yo les daré mi perdón.Tráiganme ese poco, yo lo multiplicaré. 

Para Jesús nada es poco. Nuestro poco ofrecido y bendecido por Jesús se convierte en fuente de salvación. Cinco actitudes cristinas ante la 
realidad de la vida. Sean agradecidos. Compartan sus cosas y su tiempo. Hablen, denuncien la injusticia. Conozcan la realidad. Oren mu-
cho. La comida se puede comprar. ¿Y la fe y la redención? El dinero se puede ganar y robar. ¿Y la amistad de Jesús? 

August is the month of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

   Since the 16th century Catholic piety has assigned entire months to special devotions. The month of August is tradi-
tionally dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The physical heart of Mary is venerated (and not adored as the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus is) because it is united to her person: and as the seat of her love (especially for her divine Son), 
virtue, and inner life. Such devotion is an incentive to a similar love and virtue.  
   This devotion has received new emphasis in this century from the visions given to Lucy Dos Santos, oldest of the 
visionaries of Fatima, in her convent in Tuy, in Spain, in 1925 and 1926. In the visions Our Lady asked for the prac-
tice of the Five First Saturdays to help make amends for the offenses given to her heart by the blasphemies and ingrati-

tude of men. The practice parallels the devotion of the Nine First Fridays in honor of the Sacred Heart.  

   On October 31, 1942, Pope Pius XII made a solemn Act of Consecration of the Church and the whole world to the Immaculate 
Heart. Let us remember this devotion year-round, but particularly through the month of August. 


