
SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES
Led by the Holy Spirit, the Parish Family of Saint 

Francis de Sales seeks to know and celebrate Jesus 

through Mass, Prayer, Sacrament and Service.

Saint Francis de Sales Church is the oldest consecrat-

ed church in New England, the oldest in the city of 

Boston in continuous service, and the fourth oldest in 
America, built in 1859, on the top of Bunker Hill. 

Saint Francis is known affectionately as the Firefight-

er’s church – The statue of St. Florian, patron saint, is 

located in the bell yard next to the church.

WELCOME
To visitors to our parish, to those who have recently moved into the area, and to those who are comfortable and nourished here–

welcome to all!  Please introduce yourself to the priest, and register as a member of our parishes. 

SAINT MARY - SAINT CATHERINE
Our Mission is to make active disciples of Jesus 

Christ by creating a welcoming community rich in spir-

ituality and by moving people to share their God-given 

talents in the service of others and the care of creation.

We are an intentionally inclusive Roman Catholic 

parish that welcomes all those who make up our diverse 
community in a way that reflects God’s love. 

Nourished by the Gospel and the real presence of 

Jesus in the Eucharist, we strive to build a vibrant par-

ish that strengthens our faith and elevates our worship. 

WELCOME

CHARLESTOWN CATHOLIC COLLABORATIVE
Saint Mary–Saint Catherine of Siena and Saint Francis de Sales Parishes
Parish Center & Eucharistic Center, 46 Winthrop Street, 617-242-4664, stmarystcatherine.org

St. Francis Rectory, 303 Bunker Hill Street, 617-242-0147, stfrancis02129@gmail.com 
Charlestown, MA 02129         October 1, 2023

mailto:stfrancis02129@gmail.com
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Saint Mary Church
55 Warren Street

Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel
Warren & Soley Street

617.242.4664

St. Francis de Sales Church
313 Bunker Hill Street

617.242.0147

Charlestown Catholic Collaborative
Parish Center

46 Winthrop Street
617-242-4664

Social Ministry Office
49 Vine Street   617-580-8305

Good Shepherd School 
20 Winthrop Street  617-242-8800

Handicap Access
St. Mary’s Church is handicapped-accessible on Soley Street.
St. Catherine’s Chapel is handicapped-accessible on Winthrop Street.

Mass Schedule
Saturdays at 9 am, Holidays at 9 am

8:00 am Masses — Weekdays
Mon, Tues, Wed at St. Francis
Thurs, Fri & Sat at St. Mary-                        
St. Catherine in the Chapel

Weekend Masses
Saturday
4 pm St. Francis de Sales
4 pm St. Mary - St. Catherine

Sunday
8 am    St. Mary- St. Catherine
9:30 am   St. Francis de Sales
11 am    St. Mary - St. Catherine
6 pm    St. Mary - St. Catherine

Pastor
Fr. John Sheridan

Pastoral Associate
Sr. Nancy Citro, SNDdeN

Finance & Operations Manager
James Santosuosso

Social Ministry Director
Thomas J. MacDonald

Pastoral Assistant, Faith Formation
Allison Buff

Confirmation  Director
Cynthia Markey

Director of Music
John Anthony Volpe

Administrative Assistant
Dianne Ludy

Hispanic Ministry
Blanca Paz

St Francis de Sales

Pastoral Assistant
Joan C. Rae

Music Director
Timothy Leahy

Parish Nurse Ministry Director
Mrs. Maureen Collier, RN BSN

Clergy in Residence
Fr. Jerome Gillespie

Fr. Anthony Nweke C.S.S.p.
Fr. Britto Dhinakaran

Fr. Mark Shimave

Email
info@charlestowncatholic.org

Looking up. Looking ahead.
      Please note that I’ll be out of the state Oct. 1-7, at a Catholic Steward-

ship conference.
      Join us on Sunday evening, Oct. 29th at 6 pm at St. Mary’s Church for a 

special Mass of Remembrance for those who have gone before us, particular-
ly in the past year at St. Francis and St. Mary- St. Catherine.
      Wednesday, Nov. 1st is All Saints’ Day, a holy day of obligation. Mass will 

be offered at 9 am at St. Francis de Sales, and at 6 pm at St. Mary’s Church.
      Work is beginning on painting the inside of St. Francis de Sales church, 

courtesy of Painters’ Union Local 35. What a blessing this is for us!
      I’ll be out of the state, on retreat, Nov. 13-17.

Blessings, 
Fr. John 

    

Fr. Mark Riley, Fr. Paul Coughlin, Fr. Larry Rondeau, Fr. Jim Ronan, Fr. Britto, Fr. John,

and Fr. Bob Monagle with Bishop Mark O’Connell 

mailto:info@charlestowncatholic.org
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From our Pastor ...

One moment someone whispers, “Thank you!”
Just then, another heart cries, 'How could You?'

When Jesus, who sees us, He says, 'I hear you. I'm near you.'
It may be miles and miles before the journey's clear.

There may be rivers, maybe oceans of tears.
But the very hand that shields your eyes from understanding...

is the hand that will be holding you for miles.

From Miles written by Nichole Nordeman

  There are moments in life when we don’t know why things happen- we may never know why. One of the most 
important things I’ve learned when I walk through these times with people is not to even try to explain why- there 
are no answers often, and we have to struggle with the darkness and pain. These are the moments when faith 
takes over, when we don’t give up, but we let go and we find Christ in the midst of our questions, doubts, and 
fears, when we move from, ”Why me?” to “What now?”
   This weekend’s readings call us to an understanding and acceptance that there is a bigger plan than we can see, 
and although it’s only human and perfectly natural to question why things so often as they are, we’re called to let 
go of our doubt and trust His will. Mary did- so can we.

In exceptional gratitude
   Please allow me to share a word of sincere gratitude to everyone who worked very hard to bring last Sunday’s 
installation celebrations about- those prepared the church and the hall, those who led us in the Mass by sharing 
their gifts in welcoming, word, song, service, and sacrament, those prepared, served, and cleaned up after our re-
ception, Sr. Nancy, James Santosuosso and our incredible collaborative staff and councils, Bishop Mark and the 
concelebrating priests, our many guests and friends in the Town, family members, and many more who joined us 
online and shared our joy. It was a special day, and I hope everyone experienced the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
There is much to do, there is much to share. Let’s get to it!

Mass Schedule change
   In light of the heating season starting soon, beginning on Oct. 16, Daily Mass will be held at St. Catherine’s 
Chapel, Monday through Friday at 8 am and Saturday at 9 am. It will allow us to save heat at St. Francis, since the 
St. Mary Church building is already being used. Funerals, holy days, and weekend Masses will be held as usual at 
St. Francis. Thank you for your understanding as we look up and ahead.

Come to the Waters of Healing
A Retreat for Post-Abortion Healing
   “I had never heard about Project Rachel until I read the blurb in my parish bulletin. If it hadn’t been there, I shudder to 
think where I would be now. It’s not just a ‘blurb’, for me it was life changing. The retreat was an experience I will take with
me for the rest of my life. I received back the grace of God within me and felt a true sense of peace and self- forgiveness.”

-A Retreat Participant
Saturdays: Sept. 23, Nov. 11  9 am – 5 pm

Location is confidential. Pre-registration is required. Limited to 10 participants.
Call (508) 651-3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com

Sponsored by the Project Rachel Ministry - Archdiocese of Boston
-Fr. John is a Project Rachel priest.

mailto:help@projectrachelboston.com
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St. Francis e Sales Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday Sept 30 at 4:00 pm  Richard(38) & Rose (9) Lyman and James(7) & Catherine (3) Ellis 
Sunday October 1 at 9:30 am  Megan & Jillian Johnson;  Jim & Joan Godding 
Monday,  October 2 at 8:00 am  
 Weekly Mass for Vocations to Consecrated Life, Permanent Diaconate & Priesthood 

Tuesday, October 3 @ 8:00 am   

Wednesday October 4 27 at 8:00 am 

Saturday October 7 at 4:00 pm  

Sunday October 8 at 9:30 am  Dorothy Gordon 

 

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO YOU  
 

We are grateful to you for 
your offerings from the  

weekend of September 17 
 

$1,377 was contributed  
to the Weekly Collection 

 
and $165 for the  

2nd Collection 

St. Francis de Sales 
UPCOMING  COLLECTIONS 

Oct. 1—Holy Father’s Missionary Efforts 

Oct. 22—Mission Sunday 
Nov 5—Capital Improvement 

CHARLESTOWN   CATHOLIC 

ATTENDANCE—9/23 & 9/24 
Sat. @ 4:00  pm  42 
Sun @  9:30 am       54 
Total               96  Welcome Charles Ryan  9.23-23! 

Bishop Mark O’Connell concelebrated the Mass with Fr. John Sheridan   A Collation was held at Bishop Lawton Hall at St. Francis de Sales.         
Volunteers  (pictured below in the hall) helped to get every thing ready for the big day. 
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S   10/01
9 
4   + K , M , M  & J  D

S  10/02
8      P  I
11  + R  M  P
6      

T   10/05
8   + S  F – W ,  R  B  & 

M  B

F  10/6
8   + T , M  & V  C ; J  & 

A  M  & F  L

S   10/07
9   
4   + R  S

S  10/08
8    + L  M  & M  H
11   + P , A , J  & J  F
6    

Attendancee  
9/233 && 9/24::  

 
   4 pm        61
  8 am         50
11 am        210          

   6pm         No Mass this week
TOTAL =   321

COMMUNITY  NEWS & INFO

St. Mary - St Catherine of Siena
UPCOMING  COLLECTIONS

October 1—Holy Father Mission Efforts
October 15—Monthly
October 22—Mission Sunday
November 12—Monthly

Weekend of September 17

Parishioners contributed
$4,055.24 to the 

Weekly Collection
and

$845.00
To the Pilot Collection

Father John’s 
installation Mass

Pictured is our current pastor, 
Fr. John with the last 2    

pastors Fr. Ronan & Fr. 
Coughlin.

Pictured at the podium is 

Bishop O’Connell

John Volpe (on piano) led the 

choir and musicians who sang 
and played beautifully.

Not pictured is Tim Leahy 
who sang a solo and played 

the organ for the occasion.

October is the month of the 
Holy Rosary
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“Bundle Sunday” in 
Charlestown will be 

October 22nd, 2023!
   Bundle Sunday is a call to all 

Charlestown residents to donate clothing and 
shoes to support the efforts of the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul locally. All clean, usable clothing 
and shoes will be gratefully accepted, so please, use 
this opportunity to streamline your closet and that 
of your family members. 
   Collection will occur from Oct. 14 -Oct. 22.  

During this week, donations can be left at the back 
of St. Mary and St. Francis de Sales Churches be-
fore and after services, St. Mary Parish Center at 
46 Winthrop Street, and at the Harvest on Vine 
Office at 49 Vine Street. Thank YOU for your 
generosity in responding to this call for help! 

En un viaje hacia Madrid, a la hora de la cena, la azafata me preguntó: ¿desea cenar? Yo le 
pregunté: ¿cuáles son las opciones? “Sí o no”, esas son las opciones, contestó la azafata. Te-
nemos el poder de elegir. Un no siempre puede convertirse en un sí. El primer hijo de la pa-
rábola está representado por los ancianos, los sacerdotes, los escribas, los conocedores de 
las Escrituras, los exploradores de todas las minucias de la Ley. Sus vidas aparentemente 
eran un sí.

Sus mentes y sus corazones no cambiaron y sus corazones no se transformaron ante el men-
saje de Jesús. Jesús fue para ellos una decepción, no era su Mesías. El segundo hijo repre-
senta a los recaudadores de impuestos y prostitutas, gente sencilla y sin pretensiones inte-

lectuales… Sus vidas aparentemente eran un no. Juan Bautista predicó la conversión, la opción del sí a Jesús. Nuestra pri-
mera reacción es decir “no” al evangelio de Jesús. ¿Por qué? Porque es duro cargar con la cruz, es duro amar a los enemigos, 
es duro perdonar siempre, es duro orar por los que nos persiguen, es duro hacer siempre el bien… ¿Qué clase de mundo nos 
hace decir no?

El mundo de la violencia, de los niños hambrientos, el de la droga… El evangelio de hoy nos invita a vivir en el sí, en una 
obediencia no de palabras sino una obediencia en acción. Si decimos “sí” a Dios amor, debemos decir no al rechazo a los 
hermanos, a los que no nos caen bien. Si decimos “sí” al perdón ofrecido en la cruz, debemos decir no al deseo de venganza. 
Si decimos “sí” al Dios de la vida, debemos decir no a todo lo que mata la vida y la verdadera felicidad. Si decimos “sí” a la 
invitación que Dios nos hace a trabajar en su Iglesia, debemos decir no a la pereza, a la comodidad y a la haraganería. Si de-
cimos “sí” a todo lo que engendra paz y alegría, debemos decir no a todo lo que destruye la paz y divide a los hombres. Si 
decimos “sí” al amor en el matrimonio, debemos decir no a las aventuras extramatrimoniales.

Jesús es el hombre del “sí” dice San Pablo. Sí y no, las dos palabras más poderosas e importantes que podemos decir. Dios 
dice “sí” a sus hijos, a todos. Nosotros somos invitados en este domingo a decir a Dios nuestro sí de todo corazón y decirlo 
con nuestra vida. El privilegio del pecador es poder cambiar, decir sí. El joven Teophanos sólo tenía un deseo, entregarse 
por completo a Dios. Así que un día se dirigió a un monasterio. Fue recibido por un viejo monje que le preguntó: ¿Qué quie-
re usted? Quiero entregarme a Dios, le contestó el joven. Éste esperaba que fuera amable y paternal, pero el viejo monje le 
gritó: AHORA.

Luego alcanzó un palo y le perseguía diciendo: AHORA, AHORA. Después de muchos años de monje aún le sigue por do-
quier diciéndole: AHORA. Y es que las cosas de Dios no hay que dejarlas para mañana. El sí a Dios, si es verdadero, hay que 
dárselo ya, ahora.

October 1 Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
   In our second reading today St. Paul expresses the need for unity within the community of Philippi. “Do nothing out of selfishness or 
out of vainglory; rather, humbly regard others as more important than yourselves…” The same concern is of importance to each parish 
community. If we have Christ as our companion, his presence and love will keep us united to one another. St. Paul knew that a lack of 
unity, signs of divisiveness or a lack of harmony erodes the spirit of a community. What is Christ asking of us so that we can be united 
to him in our thinking and actions? This week, pray the prayer of St. Francis, whose feast we celebrate this week: “Lord, make me, [make 
us] instruments of your peace.” 

Pics—Blessing of the Animals at the statue of Our Lady 
across from St. Francis Church on Sept. 23



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Mary & Saint Catherine of Siena, Charlestown, MA 4898

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry.

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one off er per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 11/30/23. Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!
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NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, 
install and activate the generator with a participating 
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

(617) 841-4985

             7-year Extended Warranty* – A $735 Value!FREE

Whether you are home or away, 

protect what matters most from 

unexpected power outages with a 

Generac Home Standby Generator.

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-319-0949CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH
E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases 

month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For 

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

ON YOUR INSTALLATIONON YOUR INSTALLATION
50%  OFF
LimitedLimited TimeTime Offer! Offer! SAVE!SAVE!

TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

Additional savings for military, 
10%  OFF

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other 
restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and 
conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted 

technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on 
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriemetalroofs.com/erie-licenses/. MA: 159905.

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

1.855.720.0765
FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE

Expires 12/31/2023

Before After

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Mary & Saint Catherine of Siena, Charlestown, MA 4898

“Pray without Ceasing”   1 
Thessalonians 5:17

JOHN L. TOBIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 
ONE THOMPSON SQUARE 
STE. 105, CHARLESTOWN

(617) 242-7881
johnltobinlaw.com

johnltobin@gmail.com
Serving your legal and 

real estate needs Since 1987

SHOP US ONLINE
Use Promo Code “Pilot” for FREE Delivery

We Deliver
617.242.4877

9 Moulton St., Charlestown, MA
www.mccarthyliquors.com

Eve Dougherty 
Vice President

617.838.5884 
eve@compass.com

The answer to your 
real estate prayers.

Helping seniors stay healthy.
Call (866) 384-6796 

(TTY 711) to join.

Fr. Tom Nestor has served as pastor 
at the Collaborative Parishes of 
Resurrection and Saint Paul in 
Hingham for the past ten years, and 
previously served at St. Eulalia’s in 
Winchester for 17 years. A Harvard 
graduate and native of West Roxbury, 
Fr. Nestor is known for fostering a 
sense of community wherever he goes.

donate at 
clergytrust.org OR

SCAN HERE for 
Venmo, Google/
Apple Pay, PayPal 
via Givebutter.

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT

 At HOME or AWAY
* GPS * Fall Alert * 24/7 * 365 Monitoring

Ambulance * Police * Fire * Family/Friends

MDMedAlert™

No Contract • No Fees • Easy Setup • md-medalert.com CALL 800-890-8615

M

As Low As $1995
/month

GPS Mobile Above

www.neighborhoodvoicealliance.com

We help to amplify neighborhood 
voices and provide support to 

groups working to protect their 
communities.

Connect Anywhere, Anytime.
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CALL TODAY (888) 490-8957

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance
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