
SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES
Led by the Holy Spirit, the Parish Family of Saint 

Francis de Sales seeks to know and celebrate Jesus 

through Mass, Prayer, Sacrament and Service.

Saint Francis de Sales Church is the oldest           

consecrated church in New England, the oldest in the 

city of   Boston in continuous service, and the fourth 
oldest in America, built in 1859, on the top of Bunker 

Hill. Saint Francis is known affectionately as the        

Firefighter’s church – The statue of St. Florian, patron 

saint, is      located in the bell yard next to the church.

WELCOME
To visitors to our parish, to those who have recently moved into the area, and to those who are comfortable and nourished here–

welcome to all!  Please introduce yourself to the priest, and register as a member of our parishes. 

SAINT MARY - SAINT CATHERINE
Our Mission is to make active disciples of Jesus Christ 

by creating a welcoming community rich in spirituality 

and by moving people to share their God-given talents in 

the service of others and the care of creation.

We are an intentionally inclusive Roman Catholic  

parish that welcomes all those who make up our diverse 
community in a way that reflects God’s love. 

Nourished by the Gospel and the real presence of Jesus 

in the Eucharist, we strive to build a vibrant parish that 

strengthens our faith and elevates our worship. 

CHARLESTOWN CATHOLIC COLLABORATIVE
Saint Mary–Saint Catherine of Siena and Saint Francis de Sales Parishes

Parish Center & Eucharistic Center, 46 Winthrop Street, 617-242-4664, charlestowncatholic.org

St. Francis Rectory, 303 Bunker Hill Street, 617-242-0147, info@charlestowncatholic.org 
Charlestown, MA 02129         October 8, 2023

mailto:info@charlestowncatholic.org
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Saint Mary Church 
55 Warren Street 

Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel 
Warren & Soley Street 

617.242.4664 
 

St. Francis de Sales Church 
313 Bunker Hill Street 

617.242.0147 

Charlestown Catholic Collaborative 
Parish Center 

46 Winthrop Street 
617-242-4664 

 

Social Ministry Office 
49 Vine Street   617-580-8305 

 
Good Shepherd School  

20 Winthrop Street  617-242-8800 

Handicap Access 
St. Mary’s Church is handicapped-accessible on Soley Street. 
St. Catherine’s Chapel is handicapped-accessible on Winthrop Street. 

Mass Schedule 
Saturdays at 9 am, Holidays at 9 am 

 

8:00 am Masses — Weekdays 
Mon, Tues, Wed at St. Francis 
Thurs, Fri & Sat at St. Mary-                        
St. Catherine in the Chapel 
 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday 
4 pm  St. Francis de Sales 
4 pm St. Mary - St. Catherine 
 
Sunday 
8 am    St. Mary- St. Catherine 
9:30 am   St. Francis de Sales 
11 am    St. Mary - St. Catherine 
6 pm    St. Mary - St. Catherine 
 

Pastor 
Fr. John Sheridan 

 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sr. Nancy Citro, SNDdeN 

 
 
 
 
 

Finance & Operations Manager 
James Santosuosso 

 
 

Social Ministry Director 
Thomas J. MacDonald 

 
Pastoral Assistant, Faith Formation 

Allison Buff 
 

Confirmation  Director 
Cynthia Markey 

 

Director of Music 
John Anthony Volpe 

Administrative Assistant 
Dianne Ludy 

 
Hispanic Ministry 

Blanca Paz 
 
 

St Francis de Sales 
 

Pastoral Assistant 
Joan C. Rae 

 

Music Director 
Timothy Leahy 

 

 

Parish Nurse Ministry Director 
Mrs. Maureen Collier, RN BSN 

 
Clergy in Residence 
Fr. Jerome Gillespie 

Fr. Anthony Nweke C.S.S.p. 
Fr. Britto Dhinakaran 

Fr. Mark Shimave 
 

Email 
 

info@charlestowncatholic.org 

mailto:info@charlestowncatholic.org
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From our Pastor ...

Log onto our website at Charlestownn Catholicc Communityy  

Find bulletins, and Mass times for both parishes and view the latest recorded Sunday Mass. There is Music, news from Harvest on Vine, pictures, 

and more.  You may donate to the Parishes or its various ministries by selecting the Donate tab.

Looking up. Looking ahead.
Join us on Sunday, Oct. 29th at 6 pm at St. Mary’s Church, and Sunday, Nov. 5 at 9:30 am

at St. Francis de Sales Church for special Masses of Remembrance for those
who have gone before us, particularly in the past year at our parishes.

Wednesday, Nov. 1st is All Saints’ Day, a holy day of obligation.
Mass will be offered at 9 am at St. Francis de Sales, and at 6 pm at St. Mary’s Church.

Work is beginning on painting the inside of St. Francis de Sales church,
courtesy of Painters Union Local 35. What a blessing this is for us!

I will be out of the state Nov. 13-17.

Last Month at Harvest on Vine
Charlestown Catholic Collaborative’s Harvest on Vine emergency food pantry 

enjoyed a productive month in September. In addition to our two distributions at 
49 Vine Street, we had a third distribution on the other side of Charlestown, 

where we bring food in trucks to the site for distribution. The Greater Boston 

Food Bank refers to this as a mobile market. A fourth Charlestown site is in the 

works. 

Harvest on Vine hosted a community cookout, serving 500 cheeseburgers and 

hotdogs, along with dozens of cases of water and soda. We had pony rides for the 

kids and a magician for entertainment. Smoky Cain furnished the music and PA 

system. The volunteers made the cookout a success, especially the team working 

the grills.
The City of Boston’s Office for Food Justice (OFJ) has been advising Harvest on 

Vine on how to best serve families dealing with food insecurity. With OFJ’s    

assistance, we revamped the check-in process, expanded our food choices, and 

met with small groups of clients to discuss food preferences. The OFJ posted the    
following on their webpage: “In children, nutrient deficits are associated with 

adverse health events such as hospitalizations, iron deficiency, behavioral and 

emotional problems, and poor brain development. Without intervention,       

nutritional deficits increase the risk of a range of chronic diseases, including   

obesity, type II diabetes, heart disease, and early mortality.”

The Bunker Hill Housing Development is designated a family housing            

development; thus, we serve many households with children. Thanks to the    
generosity of the Charlestown community, we have the means to buy the most     

nutritious food available in high quantity: tons of fruits and vegetables, milk, 

eggs, chicken, and fish. 

We make this possible, and we thank all of you for your support.

Tom MacDonald

BBQ pics
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St. Francis de Sales Mass Intentions

Saturday October 7 at 4:00 pm  
Sunday October 8 at 9:30 am  Dorothy Gordon
Monday,  October 9 at 9:00 am HOLIDAY—OFFICE CLOSED

Weekly Mass for Vocations to Consecrated Life, Permanent Diaconate & Priesthood

Tuesday, October 10 @ 8:00 am  

Wednesday October 11 27 at 8:00 am

Saturday October 14 at 4:00 pm Molly Carr & Samuel Madden

Sunday October 15 at 9:30 am  Joan & Joseph Sr and Joseph Jr Farley

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO YOU

We are grateful to you for 
your offerings from the 
weekend of October 1

$2,871 was contributed 
to the Weekly Collection

and $491 for the 
Holy Father’s Collection

St. Francis de Sales
UPCOMING  COLLECTIONS

Oct. 22—Mission Sunday

Nov 5—Capital Improvement

CHARLESTOWN   CATHOLIC 
“Bundle Sunday” in 
Charlestown will be
October 22nd, 2023!

   Bundle Sunday is a call to all Charlestown residents to donate 
clothing and shoes to support the efforts of the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul locally. All clean, usable clothing 
and shoes will be gratefully accepted, so please, use this 
opportunity to streamline your closet and that of your 
family members.

   Collection will occur from Oct. 14 -Oct. 22.  During 
this week, donations can be left at the back of St. Mary 
and St. Francis de Sales Churches before and after ser-
vices, St. Mary Parish Center at 46 Winthrop Street, and 
at the Harvest on Vine Office at 49 Vine Street. Thank 
YOU for your generosity in responding to this call for 
help! 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturdays in the Church 3:15- 3:45 pm 

Rosary
On Saturdays, we gather for our Saturday Rosary via Zoom.

Sign on is at 8 am and we will begin praying at 8:15.    

If you are interested, please email Donna at: 

donna.lecam@gmail.com
for the Zoom information. All are most welcome!

Ministry to the Sick and Homebound
We welcome the opportunity to provide the Sacraments of Confes-
sion, Communion or Anointing of the Sick to anyone who is con-
fined to home, either on a short or long term basis. We want to do 
our best to help those who are homebound feel connected to our 

community. Please call the  Parish Center at 617-242-4664 if you have 
a relative or neighbor who is open to having a home visit for some 

friendly conversation and prayer.

Celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism 
is always a joyful event in the Parish. It’s such a privilege to facilitate 

this momentous event in the lives of families and in particular, the life 
of the child. To learn more, please contact Sr. Nancy at 617-242-4664 

or email ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturdays in the Church 

3:15- 3:45 pm   -  Both parishes

Welcome Charles Ryan  9.23-23!

Monday, October 9th is a 
holiday.

The office will be closed and 
morning Mass will be at 

St. Francis at 9:00 AM

mailto:donna.lecam@gmail.com
mailto:ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org
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Saint Mary Church Sanctuary Lamp
is lit in remembrance of Henry Shackford 

Attendancee 9/300 && 10/11 
   4 pm        47
  8 am         45
11 am        87          

   6pm        100
TOTAL =  279

COMMUNITY  NEWS & INFO

St. Mary - St Catherine of Siena
UPCOMING  COLLECTIONS

October 15—Monthly
October 22—Mission Sunday
November 12—Monthly

Weekend of October 1
Parishioners contributed

$4,514.89 to the 

Weekly Collection

And

$795.00
To the Holy Father’s Collection

The Charlestown Catholic Community will now be offering a new ministry …….
The Charlestown Catholic Community Arts and Environment Team 

The Arts and Environment Team will be a group of parishioners who love to craft, clean, and beautify 

our parish Homes. Whatever your gift/talent we need your help with our many tasks through the year and not 

just Easter and Christmas!  Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact John Volpe at 

javolpay@gmail.com.

If Interested, please fill out the form which can be found at the front entrances of the church.  Again we 
need your help, so please come join the team

Religious Education classes have started!  
It was great to see all the kids here at the 
Parish Center this past Tuesday.

P     
S   K—4:   

dates and times for classes until the end of 2023.    

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SCHEDULE Grades K – 4

Tuesday October 3 4pm

Tuesday October 24 4pm

Tuesday November 7 4pm

Tuesday November 21 4pm

Tuesday December 5 4pm

Tuesday December 19 4pm

ONLINE GIVING 

Many have asked  us how to contribute through online banking so that when they are 
not in the Parish, they can continue to make their offertory collection and second 
collection donations. This can be done easily by logging into your online banking 
account and entering St. Francis de Sales or St. Mary—St. Catherine as vendor/
payee. 

For St. Francis, please use 303 Bunker Hill Street for the address.  
For St. Mary – St. Catherine, please use 46 Winthrop Street.

If you have any questions, please contact James Santosuosso at the Parish Office.  
Thank you for your continued generosity.  

mailto:javolpay@gmail.com
mailto:javolpay@gmail.com
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En la bahía de Nápoles viven la medusa y unos caracoles. Cuando 
los caracoles son pequeñitos la medusa se los traga con avidez pero no los 
puede digerir porque están protegidos por la concha Los caracoles se ad-
hieren con fuerza al interior de la medusa y poco a poco comienzan a 
comérsela. Cuando ya son grandes se han comido por completo a la me-
dusa 

Nosotros somos también como la medusa, con avidez nos comemos nues-
tros caracolitos y éstos poco a poco se nos comen por dentro. Llámelo 
alcohol, ira, avaricia, depresión, preocupación, ansiedad… Poco a poco va 

creciendo y nos va mordiendo. Vivimos agitados internamente y con el tiempo somos devorados desde dentro por ese caracolito de con-
cha no digestible que albergamos en nuestro interior. “No se inquieten por cosa alguna; antes bien, en toda ocasión presenten a Dios sus 
peticiones, mediante la oración y la súplica, acompañadas de la acción de gracias”. 

Todos tenemos dentro un caracol que nos quita el sueño, que nos roba la paz, que nos produce úlceras, que nos impide saludar a los hi-
jos, que nos pone tristes, que nos devora y ahoga. ¿Cómo ilusionar a la comunidad para vivir la fe en Jesucristo con alegría? ¿Cómo atraer 
a los alejados a la Iglesia? ¿Cómo hacer para que mi esposo/a supere los celos? ¿Qué hacer para que mis hijos no dejen la escuela?¿Dónde 
encontrar un trabajo digno?¿Y si tengo cáncer? 

San Pablo nos dice hoy: “No se inquieten por nada”. Según una encuesta reciente, el 40% de las cosas que nos preocupan nunca suceden; 
el 30% son cosas que ya pasaron y de nada sirve preocuparse; el 12% se refiere a la opinión que los otros tienen sobre mí; el 10% son 
preocupaciones sobre las enfermedades reales o imaginarias; sólo el 8% son cosas dignas, hasta cierto punto, de tomarse en cuenta. Y se 
solucionan con el esfuerzo humano. No se preocupe por el próximo año. No ha llegado y no puede hacer nada. No se preocupe por el 
destino de su equipo de fútbol. No puede hacer nada. No se preocupe de lo que piensan de usted. No puede hacer nada. “Presente sus 
necesidades a Dios y el Dos de la paz estará con usted”. 

Lo que nuestra preocupación no puede conseguir se consigue por la oración y en la oración: la paz del espíritu y la liberación del peso 
inútil de la amargura. Centrar las energías en lo que es “bueno, justo, verdadero, puro y amable”. “Miren los pájaros del cielo que no”… 
Dios se preocupa de nosotros. Oren en la tribulación, oren en las preocupaciones. La oración es el antiveneno para destruir la concha no 
digestible del caracol que lleva dentro. Viva en la presencia del Dios de la paz. Aquí venimos a muchas cosas, pero una muy importante es 
descansar en Dios, descansar del ajetreo de la vida y dejar la preocupación del ayer y del mañana en las manos del Dios de la paz y disfru-
tar de la paz que sólo Dios puede ofrecer. “Escuchen otra parábola, otro cuento”. 

El dueño de la viña es Dios. La viña, hoy, somos nosotros, esta comunidad del Pilar. Es el cuento de la inversión y la alegría de Dios. Dios 
no invierte su amor, sus promesas y su perdón en la bolsa de Wall Street. Dios no invierte su palabra y su tiempo en casas o en joyas. Dios 
no invierte la sangre de su hijo en negocios millonarios. Dios invierte todo, apuesta todo, da todo en sus hijos, en nosotros. Dios ha plan-
tado su vida, su espíritu en el corazón de cada uno de nosotros, en esta comunidad, en su Iglesia. 

Y cada domingo viene a visitar su viña, a ver cómo crece, a deleitarse con sus frutos. Los frutos que espera son: justicia y fidelidad, amor y 
compasión, generosidad y perdón. Tal vez no tenemos nada que ofrecer y no podemos pagar la renta. Dios tiene paciencia, pero volverá el 
próximo domingo a ver si su inversión de amor ha producido algún fruto. Este cuento es también el cuento de la desilusión de Dios. La 
desilusión de una inversión inútil, de un amor no correspondido, de la falta de frutos. Nosotros somos la viña mimada por Dios, no 
desánimo, nos da mil oportunidades para florecer. Yo no quiero que el amor que Dios ha invertido en mí se malgaste. ¿Y usted? 

October 8 ~Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.”  Once 
again, St. Paul is direct in his teaching which is so relevant as we strive to live as faith-filled disciples in a world that promotes atti-
tudes that are counter to the way Christ calls us to live!  Establishing a pattern of daily prayer, even if only ten minutes a day, gives 
us a greater ability to face life’s anxieties and difficulties.  We also need to give thanks for the good things that may be over-
looked.  St. Paul knows the fruit that is borne from prayer, “Then the God of peace will be with you.” How might you pass this sim-
ple practice of daily prayer to another so that they might come to know God’s peace?      

OCTOBER IS REPSECT FOR LIFE MONTH 
RESPECT LIFE MONTH 

NOVENA 
October 13-21, 2023 

This novena (found on the USSCB web site) prays for the protection of human life, 
from conception to natural death. Each day of the novena features a different pro-
life prayer intention which is accompanied by a short reflection and suggested ac-
tions to help build a culture of life. 
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Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry.

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one off er per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 11/30/23. Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!
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NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-319-0949CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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G
U

T T E R GUA

R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases 

month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For 

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

Online Ticket sales are open and
seating is limited, so ACT NOW!

October, 28-29, 2023
Boston Quincy Marriott Hotel
1000 Marriott Road
Quincy, MA

Scan the QR code or visit
bostonmarianconference.org

Fr. Michael Lightner, Fr. Dan Reehil,
Fr. John Anthony Boughton,
Fr. Michael Della Penna,
Nikki Kingsley, Artie Boyle,
Colleen & John Willard,

Ann Vucic & Rev. Augustus Succop III

Music by Anna Nuzzo

Oct. 28-29, 2023

this weekend with dynamic FAITH FILLED Speakers
whose powerful talks and weekend conference

events may make a difference in your life!

Mass, Adoration, Confession, Healing Services and a
Music Ministry that will lift your soul!

Boston Marriott Quincy Hotel

ENCOUNTER - BE INSPIRED - BE RENEWED

Bishop Mark O'Connell,
Msgr. Stephen Rossetti,

Sr. Deirdre Byrne, Ivan Dragicevic

featuring

and also...
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“Pray without Ceasing”   1 
Thessalonians 5:17

JOHN L. TOBIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 
ONE THOMPSON SQUARE 
STE. 105, CHARLESTOWN

(617) 242-7881
johnltobinlaw.com

johnltobin@gmail.com
Serving your legal and 

real estate needs Since 1987

SHOP US ONLINE
Use Promo Code “Pilot” for FREE Delivery

We Deliver
617.242.4877

9 Moulton St., Charlestown, MA
www.mccarthyliquors.com

Eve Dougherty 
Vice President

617.838.5884 
eve@compass.com

The answer to your 
real estate prayers.

Helping seniors stay healthy.
Call (866) 384-6796 

(TTY 711) to join.

Fr. Tom Nestor has served as pastor 
at the Collaborative Parishes of 
Resurrection and Saint Paul in 
Hingham for the past ten years, and 
previously served at St. Eulalia’s in 
Winchester for 17 years. A Harvard 
graduate and native of West Roxbury, 
Fr. Nestor is known for fostering a 
sense of community wherever he goes.

donate at 
clergytrust.org OR

SCAN HERE for 
Venmo, Google/
Apple Pay, PayPal 
via Givebutter.

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT

 At HOME or AWAY
* GPS * Fall Alert * 24/7 * 365 Monitoring

Ambulance * Police * Fire * Family/Friends

MDMedAlert™

No Contract • No Fees • Easy Setup • md-medalert.com CALL 800-890-8615

M

As Low As $1995
/month

GPS Mobile Above

www.neighborhoodvoicealliance.com

We help to amplify neighborhood 
voices and provide support to 

groups working to protect their 
communities.

Connect Anywhere, Anytime.
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CALL TODAY (888) 490-8957

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance

��������	�
�
�����������
����	�����������

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(617) 841-4985

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, 

protect what matters most from 

unexpected power outages with a 

Generac Home Standby Generator.

mailto:johnltobin@gmail.com
mailto:eve@compass.com
www.mccarthyliquors.com
www.neighborhoodvoicealliance.com

