
SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES
Led by the Holy Spirit, the Parish Family of Saint 

Francis de Sales seeks to know and celebrate Jesus 

through Mass, Prayer, Sacrament and Service.

Saint Francis de Sales Church is the oldest consecrated 
church in New England, the oldest in the city of   Bos-

ton in continuous service, and the fourth oldest in 

America, built in 1859, on the top of Bunker Hill. Saint 

Francis is known affectionately as the Firefighter’s 
church – The statue of St. Florian, patron saint, is locat-

ed in the bell yard next to the church.

WELCOME
To visitors to our parish, to those who have recently moved into the area, 
and to those who are comfortable and nourished here–welcome to all!                                      

Please introduce yourself to the priest, and register as a member of our parishes. 

SAINT MARY - SAINT CATHERINE
Our Mission is to make active disciples of Jesus Christ 

by creating a welcoming community rich in spirituality 

and by moving people to share their God-given talents 

in the service of others and the care of creation.
We are an intentionally inclusive Roman Catholic  

parish that welcomes all those who make up our diverse 

community in a way that reflects God’s love. 

Nourished by the Gospel and the real presence of Je-
sus in the Eucharist, we strive to build a vibrant parish 

that strengthens our faith and elevates our worship. 

CHARLESTOWN CATHOLIC COLLABORATIVE
Saint Mary–Saint Catherine of Siena and Saint Francis de Sales Parishes
Parish Center & Eucharistic Center, 46 Winthrop Street, 617-242-4664, charlestowncatholic.org

St. Francis Rectory, 303 Bunker Hill Street, 617-242-0147, info@charlestowncatholic.org 
Charlestown, MA 02129         April 7, 2024

mailto:info@charlestowncatholic.org
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Saint Mary Church 
55 Warren St. 

Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel 
Warren & Soley St. 

617.242.4664 
—- 

St. Francis de Sales Church 
313 Bunker Hill St. 

617.242.0147 

Charlestown Catholic Collaborative 
Parish Center 

46 Winthrop St. 
617-242-4664 

 

Social Ministry Office 
49 Vine Street   617-580-8305 

 
Good Shepherd School  

20 Winthrop Street  617-242-8800 

Handicapped Access 
St. Mary’s Church is handicapped-accessible on Soley Street. 

St. Catherine’s Chapel is handicapped-accessible on Winthrop Street. 

Mass Schedule 
Saturdays at 9 am, Holidays at 9 am 

 

8:00 am Masses — Weekdays 
St. Catherine Chapel                             
at St. Mary Church 

 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday 
9 am St. Mary– St. Catherine 
4 pm  St. Francis de Sales 
4 pm St. Mary - St. Catherine 
 
Sunday 
8 am    St. Mary- St. Catherine 
9:30 am   St. Francis de Sales 
11 am    St. Mary - St. Catherine 
6 pm    St. Mary - St. Catherine 
 

Pastor 
Fr. John Sheridan 

 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sr. Nancy Citro, SNDdeN 

 
 
 
 
 

Finance & Operations Manager 
James Santosuosso 

 
 

Social Ministry Director 
Thomas J. MacDonald 

 
Pastoral Assistant, Faith Formation 

Allison Buff 
 

Confirmation  Director 
Cynthia Markey 

 

Director of Music 
John Anthony Volpe 

Administrative Assistant 
Dianne Ludy 

 
Hispanic Ministry 

Blanca Paz 
 

St Francis de Sales 
 

Pastoral Assistant 
Joan C. Rae 

 

Music Director 
Timothy Leahy 

 

 

Parish Nurse Ministry Director 
Mrs. Maureen Collier, RN BSN 

 
Clergy in Residence 
Fr. Jerome Gillespie 

Fr. Anthony Nweke C.S.S.p. 
Fr. Britto Dhinakaran 

Fr. Mark Shimave 
 

Email 
info@charlestowncatholic.org 

G    
 G    ,     

       
     S   J  C . 

Our Stewardship Prayer 
 
 
 

Heavenly Father, instill in our hearts a spirit of love and compassion. May we 
foster a welcoming parish community with acceptance and respect for all. Inspire 
us to make a difference by being generous with our time and talents. Please send 
your Holy Spirit among us to remind us to follow Jesus and his teachings in all as-
pects of our lives. As we end this Mass, may we go forth and spread goodwill among 
our neighbors, friends, and fellow parishioners. Through Christ, our Lord.  Amen 

Welcomed into the Church at the Easter Vigil 

mailto:info@charlestowncatholic.org
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From our Pastor ...

What a Holy Week! From a beautiful Lenten prayer service to an electrifying Drama Mission to a chilly 
but warm Palm Sunday, through a movie night that touched and challenged us all in a theatre filled to 
capacity, to reaching out to hundreds of Charlestown families, into a Sacred Triduum of prayers, Sta-
tions and liturgies to an exhilarating Easter Vigil and Day where in both churches we welcomed new 
members of the family through the sacraments of our faith, I am so grateful to Sr. Nancy, our collabora-
tive staff and everyone who shared their multitude of gifts. Have a joyous Easter season! Look up. 
Look ahead. The light of the resurrected Christ shines for us all!

Thank You!
Thanks so much to James, John, Oscar, Shawn, and everyone else for their hard work

as we welcomed Frank Runyeon to Charlestown last week and were spellbound
by the talent, faith, hope and love he shared at our Lenten Mission!

If you’re interested in more about Frank, go to runyeonproductions.com

Rice Bowls!
Remember to bring back your Rice Bowls, which benefit the great work of Catholic Relief Services!

Your generosity makes such a difference! For more info, see crs.org

The Easter Collection
The Easter collection was for the retired priests of the Archdiocese.

Your generosity was deeply appreciated!
If you haven’t yet given, please make a donation to this important cause. Go to clergytrust.org

Confirmation!
The Sacrament will be administered by our regional Bishop Cristiano Barbosa

on Saturday, April 27 at St. Mary’s at 4 pm,
and by Fr. John on Sunday, April 28 at St. Francis at 9:30 am.

Thank You!
Following the 6 pm Mass on April 21 & 28, join us for goodies in the back of St. Mary’s Church,

as we celebrate our extraordinary Faith Formation year and express our thanks and fond farewell
to Allison Buff, who ran our K-4 program so very well.

First Communion!
We will celebrate First Communion at St Mary’s on Saturday, May 4 at 10 am

and at St. Francis on Sunday, May 5 at 9:30 am!

A Special Sending Forth
On Pentecost Sunday, May 19 at the 11 am Mass (wear red that day for the Holy Spirit),

we’ll be sending forth Sr. Nancy, as she heads off to her next adventure.
Join us for a special Mass and celebration as we express our gratitude
to our beloved sister in Jesus Christ and her exceptional ministry here.
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Saturday, April 6
9 am  
4 pm + Donna Wrenn-Fortenot
7 pm  + Nora & Frank Butler

Sunday, April 7

8 am   

9:30 am  + Brenda M. Page

11 am  + Frank Gabbianelli

6 pm    

Monday, April 8
8 am    

Tuesday, April 9
8 am  

Wednesday, April 10

8 am 

Thursday, April 11

8 am 

Friday, April 12

8 am  

Saturday, April 13

9 am

4 pm  

4 pm  + Frank Abate

Sunday, April 14

8 am 

9:30 am + Adeline & Peter Tkachuk  

11 am  + Thomas Regan

6 pm   

CHARLESTOWN   CATHOLIC 

Charlestown Catholic Collaborative
The 11 am Sunday Mass is live on our Website and Facebook  page

and archived on Facebook 
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WE ARE GRATEFUL 

TO YOU

March 29 to 31

Parishioners 
contributed $2,243

to the Clergy Collection  and
$434 to the Good Friday collection

For Weekend of Palm Sunday, 
Parishioners contributed

$2,701.00

Saint Francis de Sales
Sanctuary Lamp

is lit for

Florence & Eugene
Connors

St. MC Attendance 

Holy Thursday           95
Easter Vigil         104

EASTER
8:00 am 192

    11:00 am    553
Total       944

Requiescat in 
Pace

Peter Francis
Mugford

COMMUNITY  NEWS & INFO

Weekend of              
March 29 to 31

Parishioners contributed

$7,388.06
to the Clergy Collection and

$240 to the Good Friday collection
For Weekend of Palm Sunday

Parishioners contributed
$4,110.33 and 

$1,852.00 to the Parish Easter 
Collection St. F Attendance

Good Friday     68
Stations 110

EASTER
9:30 am 243
Total 427

Parishioners

Easter Flowers—St Francis de Sales
Ann & Bridget Carrier
The Collins Family
Joseph Kane  and Joseph Hughes

William & Pauline Lynch
The Lynch Family
Mary & Arthur McCarthy

Amanda Nadeau
James & Grace McGonagle

The McGonagle Family
Marty, Catherine & James O’Brien

The Shaw Family
Franny Wallace

Easter Flowers St Mary—St Catherine 

Thomas Regan, Patrick Ryan S.J.
Regan Family & Ryan Family
Staley Family
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Here is a sampling of pictures 
for  St Francis de Sales and St 
Mary—St Catherine Siena  
Parishes from Holy Week and 
Easter. 
 
If you have any pictures, you 
would like to share, please 
send them along to 
dludy@stmarystcatherine.org 

Also, Baptized at St Francis - 
Chris & Luca Rizzo 

 

mailto:dludy@stmarystcatherine.org
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   En el Segundo Domingo de Pascua, o Domingo de la Divina Misericordia, la experiencia del 

Resucitado trae gozo y consuelo al grupo de los discípulos. En un día como hoy, un domingo, 
el primer día de la semana, Jesús se presenta en medio de los discípulos. Describamos a esa 

comunidad, porque de ahí viene una gran lección que no debe pasar desapercibida para no-
sotros. Del Evangelio que acabamos de escuchar fijemos nuestra atención en cuatro detalles: 

Estaban reunidos en una casal; estaban con las puertas cerradas;  

tenían miedo a los judíos; Tomás no estaba con ellos. 

   El Evangelio comienza con el detalle de la "reunión". Estaban reunidos, eran una pequeña comunidad que se reunía; pero el temor, el 
desaliento y el dolor por la muerte de Jesús les llevaba a permanecer "encerrados", aislados porque "tenían miedo a los judíos". Ojo, 
porque cuando la experiencia de un Cristo resucitado no forma parte de una comunidad, el temor se apodera y hace que la comunidad se 

encierre en sí misma y vea enemigos por todas partes, que no se abra a la evangelización y no tome el riesgo de abrir las puertas al mundo 
para que puedan entrar en ella todos los que quieran conocer al resucitado. Una comunidad sin la experiencia de un Cristo vivo es una 
comunidad que no avanza, se estanca, se encierra. 

   Hay un alto riesgo de caer en esa realidad cuando la religión se vive desde la teoría y no se pasa a la vivencia de Cristo resucitado. Hay 
muchas predicaciones que suenan a pura "teoría" y no logran penetrar en el corazón de la comunidad porque se quedan solo ahí, en la 

"teoría", pero no llevan el peso de la predicación de aquellos apóstoles que anunciaban a Cristo habiendo sido ellos testigos de esa resur-
rección. A Cristo hay que experimentarlo primero para poderlo anunciar; hay que sentirlo vivo en nuestras vidas para poderlo compartir 
en comunidad. Hay que ser testigos de su resurrección, hay que encontrarse con él y recobrar la paz, perder el miedo y llenarse de gozo. Es 

que se nota cuando una comunidad se ha encontrado con Cristo, que lo ha experimentado: hay gozo, paz, alegría y se vive con una fe in-
quebrantable y avanza con fuerza, sin temor contra viento y marea. A una comunidad que vive de la experiencia del resucitado no la 

detiene nada ni nadie. Una comunidad que ha experimentado a un Cristo vivo avanza y crece más cada día. 

   Y hay algo más sobre esta pequeña comunidad de los discípulos: se reunían, aunque con temor, pero se reunían; se mantenían en co-

munidad. Porque solos no podremos sobrellevar el desaliento, el desconsuelo y el dolor. Si al encontrarnos con las dificultades nos 
aislamos y dejamos la comunidad, nos será difícil experimentar el poder de un Cristo vivo viniendo en nuestro auxilio. Es necesaria siem-
pre la comunidad. Eso le sucedió a Tomás, no estaba con el grupo, con la comunidad cuando se les presentó el resucitado. Pero ahí viene 

la importancia de compartir esa experiencia con los que se alejan o nunca han estado en la comunidad. Los discípulos compartieron esa 
experiencia con Tomás y éste, a pesar de su incredulidad, no se cerró al encuentro con el Cristo vivo. Por eso estaba ahí el siguiente do-

mingo, reunido, en comunidad, y ahí pudo vivir también él la experiencia de los demás discípulos.  

   Hay mucha gente que se nos ha ido de la Iglesia, por la razón que sea, pero se ha retirado de nuestras comunidades. Si nos hemos encon-
trado con Cristo, estamos llamados a ir a buscarlas y traer a ese "Tomás", para que sienta en su corazón el poder del resucitado. Hay mucha 

gente que quiere vivir una relación vertical: Cristo y yo, yo y Cristo, y se les olvida mirar hacia los lados, a sus hermanos, a una comuni-
dad.  Hay muchos hermanos que prefieren ver la misa por televisión o escucharla por la radio y no reunirse en una comunidad, no asistir 

a la Iglesia. Si queremos realmente experimentar el poder del resucitado debemos incorporarnos a esta Iglesia que es testigo desde hace 
más de dos mil años de ese Cristo que no se quedó en el sepulcro sino que se levantó y camina en medio de nosotros. 

Vamos! Somos Iglesia! Somos comunidad! Somos testigos de un Cristo vivo!   

April 7 ~  Second Sunday of Easter, Sunday of Divine Mercy 
   Our readings today give us clear description of what our parishes are to be and how we 
are to live as disciples.  In the reading from Acts, the author describes the life of the disci-
ples in this way: “The community of believers were of one heart and mind. . . they bore 
witness to Christ.”  Does this describe our parish, our community of believers?  Is unity a 
hallmark of our community?  Our efforts at strengthening our community and living 
faithfully as disciples may at times leave us feeling discouraged and doubtful, Jesus words 
in today’s gospel urge us to keep believing in him, even when our faith is weak. May we 
take comfort in Jesus words, “Blessed are those who have not seen me, but still believe.”  
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We extend a warm welcome to all 
visitors and those who are new to 
our parishes.  If you’re new to St. 
Mary—St. Catherine of Siena Par-
ish or St. Francis de Sales Parish,  
please visit our website for events 
and resources. Please register 
online at:  charlestowncatholic.org

HUNGRYY SUNDAYY APPEALL 
NEXTT  WEEKENDD 

Every Second Sunday of the month 

both parishes will be conducting the 
Hungry Sunday Appeal for our Harvest 

On Vine Food Pantry. Bring a non-
perishable food item such as cereal, rice, 

soup    or pasta to the Usher's Tables at 

St Francis de Sales or to the back of the 
church at St Mary- St Catherine of Siena 

when you come to Mass next weekend.  
Thank you!

APRIL - MONTH OF THE EUCHARIST
My Lord and Creator, Your goodness encourages me to converse with You. Your mercy abolishes the chasm which separates the Creator 

from the creature. To converse with You, O Lord, is the delight of my heart. In You I find everything that my heart could desire. Here 
Your light illumines my mind, enabling it to know You more and more deeply. Here streams of grace flow down upon my heart. Here my 

soul draws eternal life. O my Lord and Creator, You alone, beyond all these gifts, give Your own self to me and unite Yourself intimately 

with Your miserable creature.( Saint Faustina)

APRIL DATES
April 7 Divine Mercy Sunday

April 8 Annunciation of the Lord   
   (moved from March 25 due to 
   Holy Week)

April 9 Religious Ed Classes

April 15 Presidents Day                   

  (Boston Marathon; Office 
  closed; school vacation)

April 27  Confirmation at St Mary Church

April 28  Confirmation at St Francis

April 29 Feast of St Catherine of Siena

April 30 Religious Ed Classes

Dear Parents,
As we head into year end, I wanted to make you aware that I will be stepping away from my position of K-4 Religious 

Education Director. After careful consideration, I have decided to embark on a new journey which will afford me many posi-
tive opportunities. I am excited about this new path. Let me assure you that I will remain by your side throughout April and 
1st Holy Communion. Please know that I have thoroughly enjoyed my time working for the Charlestown Catholic Collabora-
tive and that I have appreciated all the help and guidance you have offered me throughout our 14 + classes. You have been 
amazing.

As I reflect on my time here, I can’t help but have fond memories of the many children that have crossed the Parish 
Center threshold with smiles on their faces, both on their way in and out of their Tuesday classes. As a team, we have provid-
ed a safe haven for children, where all are welcome to learn about God and the Catholic faith. We have built on the curricu-
lum making it even better for my successor next year.  

I have made some great memories and friends during my time here and I will cherish you forever.  
I will do my best to ensure a smooth and seamless transition by working closely with Fr. John to prepare for my succes-

sor and for all that next year will bring.      
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or suggestions.

Warm Regards,
Allison Buff

Dear Volunteers and Supporters,
Your service and generosity is keeping Harvest on Vine thriving. In March we served more than 500 families, including single 

mothers, children, the elderly and handicapped, and it happened because of you. We distributed roughly 25,000 pounds of food to the 
neediest of our neighbors. I am so grateful to you!

A quote from Dorothy Day:  “People say, what is the sense of our small effort? They cannot see that we must lay one 
brick at a time, take one step at a time. A pebble cast into a pond causes ripples that spread in all directions. Each one ofour thoughts, 
words and deeds is like that. No one has a right to sit down and feel hopeless. There is too much work to do.”         

Thank you,    
Tom MacDonald, Director of Parish Social Ministries



Online Bulletin Delivery

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Mail

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net

THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS 
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU 

WITH YOUR BULLETIN
FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images 

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week 
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net

mailto:signup@pilotbulletins.net
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The burning sensation is unbearable.
The shooting pain makes staying active almost
impossible.
Long car rides are out of the question and
standing for extended periods of time, forget
it.
You spend your entire day trying to get
comfortable only to find that it’s nearly
impossible.

Sciatica is used to describe nerve pain that originates
in the lower back, radiates deep into the buttock, and
travels down the leg. Better known as, a literal ‘PAIN
IN THE BUTT’ All jokes aside, we understand how
painful and debilitating sciatic pain can be.

You've tried the stretches. You've tried ice and heat.
You've even tried dietary changes with little to no
relief!
At AWC|Acupuncture & Wellness Clinic we offer
a PROVEN SOLUTION to TREAT your sciatic pain!
Stop living in pain and START LIVING AGAIN!

Call (781) 221-0162 to schedule your consultation
today!

1 Mountain Road, Burlington, MA 01803
www.AWClinic.com

Are you seeking relief from crippling BACK PAIN or SCIATIC PAIN?
STANDUP TOYOUR SCIATIC PAIN!

CALL TODAY
(781) 221-0162

Join us this Summer!  
8 WEEK COURSE  

The Catholic 
Spiritual Tradition 
Fr. George Evans; M.Div., S.T.L.; S.T.D. 

Sat. 8:30AM - 12:30PM  
MAY -  JULY | 

View all graduate 
programs in 
Theology 

www.sjs.edu

617 - 779 - 4104

www.AWClinic.com
www.sjs.edu
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JOHN L. TOBIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 
ONE THOMPSON SQUARE 
STE. 105, CHARLESTOWN

(617) 242-7881
johnltobinlaw.com

johnltobin@gmail.com
Serving your legal and 

real estate needs Since 1987

SHOP US ONLINE
Use Promo Code “Pilot” for FREE Delivery

We Deliver
617.242.4877

9 Moulton St., Charlestown, MA
www.mccarthyliquors.com

Eve Dougherty 
Vice President

617.838.5884 
eve@compass.com

The answer to your 
real estate prayers.

Helping seniors stay healthy.
Call (866) 384-6796 

(TTY 711) to join.

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 

www.neighborhoodvoicealliance.com

We help to amplify neighborhood 
voices and provide support to 

groups working to protect their 
communities.

Fr. Tom Nestor has served as pastor at the Collaborative 
Parishes of Resurrection and Saint Paul in Hingham for 
the past ten years, and previously served at St. Eulalia’s 
in Winchester for 17 years. A Harvard graduate and 
native of West Roxbury, Fr. Nestor is known for fostering 
a sense of community wherever he goes.

donate at 
clergytrust.org

OR

Residential • Commercial
Over 10 Years in Business
$50.00 OFF First Cleaning
617-230-0570

www.kellysprocleaning.com

Special Thank You to DC 35 
for Interior Improvements 

At St. Francis Church!

833-394-7998 / www.abcmedical.com
Psychiatric Services for Children & Adults

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

William P. Norris, E.A.
Accountant & Tax Expert

978-807-3260
BNorrisEA@Comcast.Net

Licensed 20+ Years

• Individual  • Corporate • Trusts • Partnerships

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

Memorial Ads

Available
617-779-3771

Rediscover Your Love
LET’S

BEGIN
AGAIN

We have a program starting

May 31, 2024

Learn more

508-271-7155

Retrouvaille of New England

HelpOurMarriage.org
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