
SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES
Led by the Holy Spirit, the Parish Family of Saint 

Francis de Sales seeks to know and celebrate Jesus 

through Mass, Prayer, Sacrament and Service.

Saint Francis de Sales Church is the oldest consecrated 

church in New England, the oldest in the city of   Bos-

ton in continuous service, and the fourth oldest in 
America, built in 1859, on the top of Bunker Hill. Saint 

Francis is known affectionately as the Firefighter’s 

church – The statue of St. Florian, patron saint, is locat-

ed in the bell yard next to the church.

WELCOME
To visitors to our parish, to those who have recently moved into the area, 
and to those who are comfortable and nourished here–welcome to all!                                      

Please introduce yourself to the priest, and register as a member of our parishes. 

SAINT MARY - SAINT CATHERINE
Our Mission is to make active disciples of Jesus Christ 

by creating a welcoming community rich in spirituality 

and by moving people to share their God-given talents 

in the service of others and the care of creation.

We are an intentionally inclusive Roman Catholic  

parish that welcomes all those who make up our diverse 
community in a way that reflects God’s love. 

Nourished by the Gospel and the real presence of Je-

sus in the Eucharist, we strive to build a vibrant parish 

that strengthens our faith and elevates our worship. 

CHARLESTOWN CATHOLIC COLLABORATIVE
Saint Mary–Saint Catherine of Siena and Saint Francis de Sales Parishes
Parish Center & Eucharistic Center, 46 Winthrop Street, 617-242-4664, charlestowncatholic.org

St. Francis Rectory, 303 Bunker Hill Street, 617-242-0147, info@charlestowncatholic.org 
Charlestown, MA 02129         April 21, 2024

mailto:info@charlestowncatholic.org
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Saint Mary Church 
55 Warren St. 

Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel 
Warren & Soley St. 

617.242.4664 
—- 

St. Francis de Sales Church 
313 Bunker Hill St. 

617.242.0147 

Charlestown Catholic Collaborative 
Parish Center 

46 Winthrop St. 
617-242-4664 

 

Social Ministry Office 
49 Vine Street   617-580-8305 

 
Good Shepherd School  

20 Winthrop Street  617-242-8800 

Handicapped Access 
St. Mary’s Church is handicapped-accessible on Soley Street. 

St. Catherine’s Chapel is handicapped-accessible on Winthrop Street. 

Mass Schedule 
Saturdays at 9 am, Holidays at 9 am 

 

8:00 am Masses — Weekdays 
St. Catherine Chapel                             
at St. Mary Church 

 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday 
9 am St. Mary– St. Catherine 
4 pm  St. Francis de Sales 
4 pm St. Mary - St. Catherine 
 
Sunday 
8 am    St. Mary- St. Catherine 
9:30 am   St. Francis de Sales 
11 am    St. Mary - St. Catherine 
6 pm    St. Mary - St. Catherine 
 

Pastor 
Fr. John Sheridan 

 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sr. Nancy Citro, SNDdeN 

 
 
 
 
 

Finance & Operations Manager 
James Santosuosso 

 
 

Social Ministry Director 
Thomas J. MacDonald 

 
Pastoral Assistant, Faith Formation 

Allison Buff 
 

Confirmation  Director 
Cynthia Markey 

 

Director of Music 
John Anthony Volpe 

Administrative Assistant 
Dianne Ludy 

 
Hispanic Ministry 

Blanca Paz 
 

St Francis de Sales 
 

Pastoral Assistant 
Joan C. Rae 

 

Music Director 
Timothy Leahy 

 

 

Parish Nurse Ministry Director 
Mrs. Maureen Collier, RN BSN 

 
Clergy in Residence 
Fr. Jerome Gillespie 

Fr. Anthony Nweke C.S.S.p. 
Fr. Britto Dhinakaran 

Fr. Mark Shimave 
 

Email 
info@charlestowncatholic.org 

 

Congratulations and 

Welcome our newest 
members who were 
Baptized Sunday, 

April 14! 

Grace Spencer Donahue 

Bennett Reid Forsa 

Angelia Lorraine Kineavy 

mailto:info@charlestowncatholic.org
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From our Pastor ...

When the end has come, and buildings are falling down fast.. 

when we've spoilt the land and dried up all the sea.
When everyone has lost their heads around us… You will find Him next to me.

From Next to Me, by Emeli Sande

“I am the good shepherd; I know mine and mine know me.” We can take comfort in these words of Jesus from today’s Gos-
pel. Jesus knows every one of us, and cares for and about us, but what about the second part of that statement? Do we know 
him as well as he knows us? Are we committed to developing/nurturing our relationship with Jesus? Knowing Jesus and rec-
ognizing his voice takes a discerning heart. Through our friendship with him, we realize that he companions us in all that we

do. We have the promise of Christ’s presence as we go out to others and share the “Good News.” Take time this week in 
prayer to listen to the voice of our Good Shepherd and ask for the grace to be responsive to His call.

Confirmation!

The Sacrament will be administered by Most Rev. Cristiano Barbaro 
next Saturday, April 27 at St. Mary’s at 4 pm 

and by Fr. John next Sunday, April 28 at St. Francis at 9:30 am.

First Communion!

We will celebrate First Communion at St Mary’s on Saturday, May 4 at 10 am
and at St. Francis on Sunday, May 5 at 9:30 am!

As we conclude the Faith Formation year, 
we express our thanks and fond farewell to Allison Buff, who ran our K-4 program so very well this year.

Let Anyone Who Thirsts, Come to Me:
A Healing Mass for those Impacted by Divorce or Separation

Tuesday, April 30 at the Pastoral Center from 6:30- 9pm. Hosted by Family Life Ministry, the evening includes Confession, 
Adoration, a witness talk by divorced Catholic Mark Gioia, a Mass celebrated by Fr. Jürgen Liias, 

and prayers for healing. For more info or to register visit bit.ly/LetAnyoneWhoThirsts
or call Emily Elliott at (617) 746-5756.

Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats
Are you – or someone you know – seeking peace after an abortion? The Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston 

extends a special invitation to women experiencing regret from a past abortion, 
to attend a Come to the Waters of Healing one-day retreat. Upcoming dates are Saturdays, May 11th and June 8th. Locations are 

confidential. For more information on the retreats or other services, 
contact Project Rachel at 508.651.3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com. Fr. John is a Project Rachel priest.

A Special Sending Forth

On Pentecost Sunday, May 19 at the 11 am Mass (wear red that day for the Holy Spirit), 
we’ll have a sending forth for Sr. Nancy Citro, as she heads off to her next adventure. 

Join us for a special Mass and celebration as we express our gratitude 
to our beloved sister in Jesus Christ and her exceptional ministry here.

mailto:help@projectrachelboston.com
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Saturday, April 20
9 am  
4 pm  + Stephen Elwell
4 pm  + Manlio & Antonette Reffi

Sunday, April 21

8 am   + John Riley

9:30 am  + James “Jimma” Tallent

11 am 

6 pm  + James & Frances Rowsey  

Monday, April 22
8 am   

Tuesday, April 23
8 am  

Wednesday, April 24

8 am 

Thursday, April 25

8 am 

Friday, April 26

8 am  

Saturday, April 27

9 am

4 pm  

4 pm  CONFIRMATION

Sunday, April 28

8 am  + John Shea & John Costello

9:30 am   CONFIRMATION

11 am

6 pm  + Joseph Augustine

CHARLESTOWN   CATHOLIC 

Log onto our website at   
Charlestownn Catholicc  

Communityy  
Find bulletins, and Mass times for both

parishes and view the latest recorded

Sunday Mass. 

There is music, news from Harvest on Vine, 

pictures, and more.  

You may donate to the Parishes or its vari-

ous ministries by selecting the 

Donate tab.

Charlestown Catholic Collaborative
The 11 am Sunday Mass is live on our Website and Facebook  page

and archived on Facebook 

We extend a warm welcome to all visitors and those who are new to our 
parishes.  If you’re new to St. Mary—St. Catherine of Siena Parish or St. 
Francis de Sales Parish,  please visit our website for events and resources. 
Please register online at:  charlestowncatholic.org

D ’     
   The work of the St. Vincent de Paul Society continues in our 
parish.  The Society helps a number of individuals and families in 

Charlestown with various needs and Harvest on Vine assists fami-
lies with food assistance. Thank you for all your help.

Our Stewardship Prayer

Heavenly Father, instill in our hearts a spirit of love and compassion. May we 
foster a welcoming parish community with acceptance and respect for all. Inspire 
us to make a difference by being generous with our time and talents. Please send 
your Holy Spirit among us to remind us to follow Jesus and his teachings in all 
aspects of our lives. As we end this Mass, may we go forth and spread goodwill 
among our neighbors, friends, and fellow parishioners. Through Christ, our Lord.  
Amen

Today, April 21st,  is World Day of 
Prayer for Vocation
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WE ARE GRATEFUL 
TO YOU

April 13 & 14
Parishioners 

contributed $ 2,874
to the Weekly Collection 

St. MC Attendance 
4:00 pm 81
8:00 am 70
11:00 am 98
6:00 pm 37
Total           286

COMMUNITY  NEWS & INFO

Weekend of              

April 13 & 14

Parishioners contributed
$ 4,405.27

to the Weekly Collection

St. F Attendance
4:00 pm 51

9:30 am 56
Total            107

h

FOR OUR PARISHIONERS
If you are planning a Wedding, 

planning a Baptism, if you are interest-
ed in becoming Catholic or have not 
yet received Confirmation, if you are 
homebound and would like to receive 

the Sacraments, interested in the choir, 
Religious Education, 

or becoming a volunteer in a 
Ministry or wish to register 

in our parishes, contact us at the 
Parish office at 617.242.4664 

or email 
info@charlestowncatholic.org

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is 
offered at 3:15 pm on Saturdays before 

Mass at both Parishes.
If you would like to pray the rosary  

with us on Saturday mornings -
Please email Donna at: 

donna.lecam@gmail.com

St. Mary - St Catherine of Siena UP-

COMING  COLLECTIONS

April 21 Monthly

May 5 Insurance

St. Francis de Sales
UPCOMING  COLLECTIONS

May 5  Capital Improvement

UPCOMING SACRAMENTS

FIRST COMMUNION
St Mary Church— second graders in our Religious Educa-
tion Program  will receive  their First Holy Communion on 
Saturday, May 4th  at 10:00 am.

St Francis de Sales Church—second graders in our Reli-
gious Education Program will receive their First Holy 
Communion on Sunday, May 5th at the 9:30 am Mass.  

CONFIRMATION
St Mary Church—On Saturday, April 27, the Confirmation 
class will receive their Confirmation at the 4:00 pm Mass.

St Francis de Sales Church—On Sunday, April 28, the Con-
firmation class will receive their  Confirmation at the 9:30 
am Mass

Thank you from Harvest on 
Vine for the donations on 

Hungry Sunday

mailto:info@charlestowncatholic.org
mailto:donna.lecam@gmail.com
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April 21 ~ Fourth Sunday of Easter
“I am the good shepherd, I know mine and mine know me.” We can take comfort in these words of 
Jesus from today’s gospel. Jesus knows every one of us, and cares for and about us, but what about the 
second part of that statement? Do we know him as well as he knows us? Are we committed to develop-
ing/nurturing our relationship with Jesus? Knowing Jesus and recognizing his voice takes a discerning 
heart. Through our friendship with him, we realize that he companions us in all that we do. We have 
the promise of Christ’s presence as we go out to others and share the “Good News.” Take time this 
week in prayer to listen to the voice of our Good Shepherd and ask for the grace to be responsive to His 
call. 

Yo soy el Buen Pastor
Se llama al IV domingo del tiempo pascual «domingo del Buen Pastor». Para com-

prender la importancia que tiene en la Biblia el tema del pastor hay que remontarse a la historia. Los 
beduinos del desierto nos brindan hoy una idea de la que fue, en un tiempo, la vida de las tribus de 
Israel. En esta sociedad la relación entre pastor y rebaño no es sólo de tipo económico, basada en el 
interés. Se desarrolla una relación casi personal entre el pastor y el rebaño. Pasan días y días juntos en 
lugares solitarios, sin nadie más alrededor. El pastor acaba conociendo todo de cada oveja; la oveja 
reconoce y distingue entre todas la voz del pastor, quien frecuentemente habla con las ovejas.

Esto explica por qué Dios se ha servido de este símbolo para expresar su relación con la humanidad. 
Uno de los salmos más bellos del salterio describe la seguridad del creyente de tener a Dios como pas-

tor: «El Señor es mi pastor, nada me falta...».

Posteriormente se da el título de pastor, por extensión, también a quienes hacen las veces de Dios en la tierra: los reyes, los 
sacerdotes, los jefes en general. Pero en este caso el símbolo se divide: ya no evoca sólo imágenes de protección, de seguri-
dad, sino también las de explotación y opresión. Junto a la imagen del buen pastor hace su aparición la del mal pastor, la 
del mercenario. En el profeta Ezequiel encontramos una terrible acusación contra los malos pastores que se apacientan sólo 
a sí mismos, y a continuación la promesa de Dios de ocuparse Él mismo de su rebaño (Ez 34, 1 ss.).

Jesús en el Evangelio retoma este esquema del buen y mal pastor, pero con una novedad: «¡Yo --dice-- soy el Buen Pastor!». 
La promesa de Dios se ha hecho realidad, superando cualquier expectativa. Cristo hace lo que ningún pastor, por bueno 
que fuera, estaría dispuesto a hacer: «Yo doy mi vida por las ovejas».

El hombre de hoy rechaza con desdén el papel de oveja y la idea de rebaño, pero no se percata de que está completamente 
dentro. Uno de los fenómenos más evidentes de nuestra sociedad es la masificación. Nos dejamos guiar de manera supina 
por todo tipo de manipulación y de persuasión oculta. Otros crean modelos de bienestar y de comportamiento, ideales y 
objetivos de progreso, y nosotros los seguimos; vamos detrás, temerosos de perder el paso, condicionados y secuestrados 
por la publicidad. Comemos lo que nos dicen, vestimos como nos enseñan, hablamos como oímos hablar, por eslogan. El 
criterio por el que la mayoría se deja guiar en la propias opciones es el «Così fan tu i» («Todos son así». Ndr) de mozarti-
ana memoria.

Mirad cómo se desarrolla la vida de la multitud en una gran ciudad moderna: es la triste imagen de un rebaño que sale 
junto, se agita y se amontona a hora fija en los vagones del tren y del metro y después, por la tarde, regresa junto al redil, 
vacío de sí y de libertad. Sonreímos divertidos cuando vemos una filmación a cámara rápida con las personas que se mue-
ven a saltos, velozmente, como marionetas, pero es la imagen que tendríamos de nosotros mismos si nos miráramos con 
ojos menos superficiales.

El Buen Pastor que es Cristo nos propone hacer con Él una experiencia de liberación. Pertenecer a su rebaño no es caer en la 
masificación, sino ser preservados de ella. «Donde está el Espíritu del Señor, allí está la libertad» (2 Corintios 3, 17), dice 
San Pablo. Allí surge la persona con su irrepetible riqueza y con su verdadero destino. Surge el hijo de Dios aún escondido, 
del que habla la segunda carta de este domingo: «Queridos, ahora somos hijos de Dios y aún no se ha manifestado lo que 
seremos».
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AN INVITATION AND A NEED TO PONDER 
 

  The celebration of the Sunday Eucharist is the center point of the life of any 
Catholic community.  

 Our own Parish Mission Statement highlights the Eucharist as that which 
nourishes everything in our Parish. Always we are striving to celebrate Sunday 
Mass as best as possible and to do that, we need lots of help. In addition to main-
taining our beautiful worship space, we need people to assist in the various minis-
tries at Mass: greeters, lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, and altar servers. I invite 
you to ponder whether you can assist us in one of these ministries. 
 Sometimes when I speak with a parishioner about being a minister – a nat-
ural reaction is: 

“ME – I could never to that!” 
We are inclined to think that serving in ministry is more for someone else and we 
are not worthy to do that. Well, no one IS worthy! However many are able to lend 
a hand and with preparation and support, carry out a much needed and im-
portant ministry at the Parish. 

Please read below and pray, wonder and talk with us – if you feel so called. 
 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are adult Catholics in good standing who have 
a love for the Eucharist and wish to serve their fellow parishioners. Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion are ordinary Christians who model Christian living in faith and conduct 

in their ministry and in their daily lives. A formal training program for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion is provid-
ed. 
 
Ministers of the Word (Lectors) 
Lectors are adult Catholics in good standing who have a love for the Word of God and wish to serve their fellow parishion-
ers as a Minister of the Word.  The Liturgy of the Word is an essential component of the Eucharistic Liturgy. The Ministry of 
Lector is to proclaim the Word of God in the assembly of the people. We offer a formal training program for Lectors and pro-
vide them with books that contain all the readings for the church year and may be studied at home. 
 

Arimathea Society 
Assist with Funeral Masses 
 
Cana Society 
Assist with Weddings and wedding rehearsals 
 
Baptism Committee 
Assist with Baptism Preparation and Baptisms 
 

Greeters and Ushers 
Greeters and ushers are a group of dedicated men and women of all ages.  Greeters faithfully welcome our parishioners and 
visitors as they arrive for Mass.  Ushers are responsible for taking up the collection during the liturgy. 
 

For more information please contact Sr. Nancy: 617-242-4664 or ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org. 

mailto:ncitro@stmarystcatherine.org
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Online Bulletin Delivery

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Mail

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net

THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS 
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU 

WITH YOUR BULLETIN
FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images 

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week 
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net

mailto:signup@pilotbulletins.net
mailto:signup@pilotbulletins.net
www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
www.pilotbulletins.net
www.pilotbulletins.net
www.pilotbulletins.net


For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Mary & Saint Catherine of Siena, Charlestown, MA 4898

Join us this Summer!  
8 WEEK COURSE  

The Catholic 
Spiritual Tradition 
Fr. George Evans; M.Div., S.T.L.; S.T.D. 

Sat. 8:30AM - 12:30PM  
MAY -  JULY | 

View all graduate 
programs in 
Theology 

www.sjs.edu

617 - 779 - 4104

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

Get the most out of 
your lawn this spring.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-855-614-6526

12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 6/30/24. Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2024 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.  

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!*

www.sjs.edu


For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Mary & Saint Catherine of Siena, Charlestown, MA 4898

JOHN L. TOBIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 
ONE THOMPSON SQUARE 
STE. 105, CHARLESTOWN

(617) 242-7881
johnltobinlaw.com

johnltobin@gmail.com
Serving your legal and 

real estate needs Since 1987

SHOP US ONLINE
Use Promo Code “Pilot” for FREE Delivery

We Deliver
617.242.4877

9 Moulton St., Charlestown, MA
www.mccarthyliquors.com

Eve Dougherty 
Vice President

617.838.5884 
eve@compass.com

The answer to your 
real estate prayers.

Helping seniors stay healthy.
Call (866) 384-6796 

(TTY 711) to join.

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 

www.neighborhoodvoicealliance.com

We help to amplify neighborhood 
voices and provide support to 

groups working to protect their 
communities.

Fr. Tom Nestor has served as pastor at the Collaborative 
Parishes of Resurrection and Saint Paul in Hingham for 
the past ten years, and previously served at St. Eulalia’s 
in Winchester for 17 years. A Harvard graduate and 
native of West Roxbury, Fr. Nestor is known for fostering 
a sense of community wherever he goes.

donate at 
clergytrust.org

OR

Residential • Commercial
Over 10 Years in Business
$50.00 OFF First Cleaning
617-230-0570

www.kellysprocleaning.com

Special Thank You to DC 35 
for Interior Improvements 

At St. Francis Church!

833-394-7998 / www.abcmedical.com
Psychiatric Services for Children & Adults

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

William P. Norris, E.A.
Accountant & Tax Expert

978-807-3260
BNorrisEA@Comcast.Net

Licensed 20+ Years

• Individual  • Corporate • Trusts • Partnerships

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

Memorial Ads

Available
617-779-3771

Rediscover Your Love
LET’S

BEGIN
AGAIN

We have a program starting

May 31, 2024

Learn more

508-271-7155

Retrouvaille of New England

HelpOurMarriage.org
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