
  

 

SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES 
Led by the Holy Spirit, the Parish Family of Saint 

Francis de Sales seeks to know and celebrate Jesus 

through Mass, Prayer, Sacrament and Service. 

Saint Francis de Sales Church is the oldest consecrat-

ed church in New England, the oldest in the city of Bos-

ton in continuous service, and the fourth oldest in 
America, built in 1859, on the top of Bunker Hill. 

Saint Francis is known affectionately as the Firefighter’s 

church – The statue of St. Florian, patron saint, is locat-

ed in the bell yard next to the church. 

WELCOME 
To visitors to our parish, to those who have recently moved into the area,  
and to those who are comfortable and nourished here–welcome to all!                                      

Please introduce yourself to the priest, and register as a member of our parishes.  

SAINT MARY - SAINT CATHERINE 
Our Mission is to make active disciples of Jesus 

Christ by creating a welcoming community rich in spir-

ituality and by moving people to share their God-given 

talents in the service of others and the care of creation. 

We are an intentionally inclusive Roman Catholic  

parish that welcomes all those who make up our diverse 
community in a way that reflects God’s love.  

Nourished by the Gospel and the real presence of 

Jesus in the Eucharist, we strive to build a vibrant par-

ish that strengthens our faith and elevates our worship.  

CHARLESTOWN CATHOLIC COLLABORATIVE 
Saint Mary–Saint Catherine of Siena and Saint Francis de Sales Parishes 
Parish Center & Eucharistic Center, 46 Winthrop Street, 617-242-4664, charlestowncatholic.org 

St. Francis Rectory, 303 Bunker Hill Street, 617-242-0147, info@charlestowncatholic.org  
Charlestown, MA 02129          March 23, 2025 

mailto:info@charlestowncatholic.org
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Saint Mary Church
55 Warren St.

Saint Catherine of Siena Chapel
Warren & Soley St.

—-
St. Francis de Sales Church

313 Bunker Hill St.

Charlestown Catholic Collaborative

Parish Center
46 Winthrop St.

617-242-4664

Social Ministry Office
49 Vine Street   617-580-8305

Good Shepherd School 
20 Winthrop Street  617-242-8800

Handicapped Access
St. Mary’s Church is handicapped-accessible on Soley Street.

St. Catherine’s Chapel is handicapped-accessible on Winthrop Street.

Mass Schedule

Daily 
8:00 am Masses — Mon through Fri
St. Catherine Chapel at St. Mary Church
Saturdays and Holidays at 9 am

Weekend Masses
Saturday
9 am St. Mary– St. Catherine
4 pm St. Francis de Sales
4 pm St. Mary - St. Catherine

Sunday
8 am    St. Mary- St. Catherine
9:30 am   St. Francis de Sales
11 am    St. Mary - St. Catherine
6 pm    St. Mary - St. Catherine

Pastor
Fr. John Sheridan

Finance & Operations Manager
James Santosuosso

Social Ministry Director
Thomas J. MacDonald

Confirmation  Director
Cynthia Markey

Director of Music
John Anthony Volpe

Administrative Assistant
Dianne Ludy

Hispanic Ministry
Blanca Paz

St Francis de Sales
Pastoral Assistant

Joan C. Rae

Music Director
Timothy Leahy

Parish Nurse Ministry Director
Mrs. Maureen Collier, RN BSN

Clergy in Residence
Fr. Anthony Nweke C.S.S.p.

Msgr. Felix Ojimba

Email
info@charlestowncatholic.org

Web-site

Stfrancischarlestown.org
Stmarystcatherine.org

GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGING THAT GOD GIVES US ALL, WE EACH WILLINGLY OFFER OUR

UNIQUE GIFTS TO ONE ANOTHER AND ALL CREATION IN THE SPIRIT OF JESUS CHRIST.

mailto:info@charlestowncatholic.org
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March 23 ~ Third Sunday of Lent 
In today’s gospel, Jesus is urging the people to repent of their political ambitions and their rebelliousness, warning the Jewish 
nation that if they kept on seeking the ways of an earthly kingdom and rejecting the ways of the kingdom of God, destruction 
would come.  What about us – are we seeking God’s Kingdom? Jesus then tells the parable of the fig tree.   God, our gardener, 
is full of mercy and patience and infinitely kind to anyone who falls and rises again.  Actively nurturing and strengthening our 
discipleship takes effort?  If we fall, do we get up and try again of do we just give up?  Scriptures give us two witnesses in St. 
Peter and St. Paul - who had struggles and failures at being disciples, but never gave up.  They sought out God’s mercy and 
kept on building God’s kingdom.  So go ahead, take advantage of the many “second chances” we’re being given to grow in our 
discipleship!      

Año jubilar 2025:  
Peregrinos de Esperanza 
 
¿Cuáles son los lugares de peregrinación 
en la Arquidiócesis de Boston?  

Catedral de la Santa Cruz, Boston  
Parroquia Santísimo Redentor, East 
Boston  
Santuario Eucarístico de Santo 
Clemente, Boston  
Santuario de la Divina Misericordia 
San Juan Pablo II, Salem  
Santuario de Nuestra Señora de Fáti-
ma, Holliston  
Parroquia de la Inmaculada Concep-
ción, Marlborough   
Santuario del Santo Rosario, Law-
rence  
Santuario San Jose Obrero, Lowell  
Beato Andrés Phu Yen, Medford  
Parroquia San Pablo, Hingham   
Parroquia de San Patricio, Brockton  

Obten más información sobre el Año 
Jubilar y los eventos visitando el sigui-
ente enlace bit.ly/JubileeOfHope.   

23 de marzo ~ Tercer Domingo de Cuaresma 
En el evangelio de hoy, Jesús insta a la gente a arrepentirse de sus ambiciones políticas y de su rebeldía, advirtiendo a la nación 
judía que si seguían buscando los caminos de un reino terrenal y rechazando los caminos del reino de Dios, vendría la destruc-
ción.  ¿Y qué hay de nosotros, estamos buscando el Reino de Dios? A continuación, Jesús cuenta la parábola de la higue-
ra.   Dios, nuestro jardinero, está lleno de misericordia y paciencia e infinitamente amable con cualquiera que caiga y se levan-
te de nuevo.  ¿Nutrir y fortalecer activamente nuestro discipulado requiere esfuerzo?  Si caemos, ¿nos levantamos y volvemos a 
intentarlo o simplemente nos damos por vencidos?  Las Escrituras nos dan dos testigos en San Pedro y San Pablo, que tuvie-
ron luchas y fracasos para ser discípulos, pero nunca se dieron por vencidos.  Buscaron la misericordia de Dios y siguieron edi-
ficando el reino de Dios.  ¡Así que adelante, aproveche las muchas "segundas oportunidades" que se nos están dando para cre-
cer en nuestro discipulado! 
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Join us Monday evening, March 31st at 7 pm  
at St. Catherine’s Chapel. For info, see Fr. John. 

Coming March 24-26 
for our Collaborative Lenten Mission:  

The Three R’s of Lent 
 

Monday, March 24 at 6:30 pm @ St. Francis 
Renewal with Fr. Paul Coughlin 

Sacrament of Anointing 
 

Tuesday, March 25 at 6:30 pm @ St. Mary’s 
Reconciliation with Fr. Mark Riley  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Wednesday, March 26 at 6:30 pm @ St. Francis 
Resurrection with Deacon Joe Nickley 

Celebration of Mass  

We will continue Symbolon for Lent! 

Parish Town Meetings 
 

 

 

 

 

Thanks so much for those who stayed last      
weekend at St. Mary’s after the Masses to talk. 

The 2025 Catholic Appeal 
Moving Forward in Faith…           

Together 
   One of the most meaningful ways that we deepen the 
impact of our Archdiocese’s schools, parishes, and min-
istries is by supporting the Catholic Appeal. Your part-
nership and participation carry Christ’s love into our 
communities and spread hope.  

   The Appeal is a primary means by which we enfold 
our brothers and sisters into Christ’s circle of care.  On 
behalf of Archbishop Henning and all who benefit from 
your generosity, thank you!   

Sacramental Season 
First Communion Masses will be celebrated 
on Saturday, May 3 at 10 am at St. Mary’s 
and Sunday, May 4 at 9:30 am at St. Francis.  
Rehearsal will be May 1 at 4 pm at St. Mary’s  
for both churches. 

Confirmation will be celebrated on Saturday, May 10 
at 11 am at St. Francis, presided by Bishop Cristiano 
Barbosa. 

Join us for Lenten Holy Hours on Mondays at 5 
pm. On March 31st, it will be at St. Mary’s.  

Join us for an hour of prayer 

Stations of the Cross will be prayed  
on Fridays at 5:30 pm during Lent.  

On March 21st., it will be at St. Francis. 
On March 28th , it will be at St. Mary’s 
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Holy Week Schedule 
     Palm Sunday—April 13

     4 PM- Saturday, April 12— both Parishes

     8 AM- St. Mary

     9:30 AM— St. Francis de Sales 

     11 AM– St. Mary
     6 PM—St. Mary

Monday —Mass 8 AM  St. Catherine’s Chapel

Tuesday — Mass 8 AM  St. Catherine’s Chapel

Wednesday — Mass 8 AM  St. Catherine’s Chapel

Holy Thursday
9 AM Morning Prayer @ St. Catherine Chapel
6:30 PM Liturgy @ St. Francis de Sales

Good Friday
9 AM Morning Prayer @ St. Catherine’s
3 PM Stations of the Cross @ St. Mary
6:30 PM Liturgy @ St. Mary 

Holy Saturday
9 AM Morning Prayer @ St . Catherine’s 
6:30 PM The Great Vigil @ St. Francis de Sales 

Easter Sunday
Resurrection of Our Lord Masses:
8 AM and 11 AM @ St. Mary’s Church
9:30 AM @ St. Francis de Sales Church

No 6 PM Mass on Easter Sunday

Easter Flowers:  

Names for Easter Flowers must be 
submitted no later than Monday, 

April 14 to appear in the Easter Bulletin.  Please bring 

your envelope to Mass or to the Parish Center (46 Win-

throp, 9-5, M-F), or email dludy@stmarystcatherine.org 

with the subject “Easter names”.   Thank you!

Time to Spring 
Clean -

Just in time for 
Easter!

WHEN: SATURDAY Morning, 
April 12

TIME:  11:00 am  

WHERE: St Francis de Sales Church
& St Mary Church

Your help is needed.  In preparation for Easter, our par-
ish churches need a cleaning.  If you could spare an hour 

or so, the benches need a wipe down; the floors under 
the kneelers need to be swept and mopped; and the aisles 

need a vacuum.  

The more hands the better…. bring a friend!  
   As always, your time and talents  are greatly appreciated 

by Fr. John and the entire parish family.

Comee 

andd 

Joinn 

thee  

Choirr 

mailto:dludy@stmarystcatherine.org
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Saturday, March 22 

4 pm  + Javier de la Riva

Sunday, March 23

8 am   + Shirley Foley

11 am  + John, Donald & Theresa Ring

6 pm   

Monday, March 24

8 am 

Tuesday, March 25

8 am

Wednesday, March 26 

8 am         

Thursday, March 27

8 am

Friday, March 28

8 am 

5:30 pm    Stations of the Cross

Saturday, March 29

9 am

4 pm 

Sunday, March 30

8 am  

11 am  + Frank Gabbianelli

6 pm 

Saturday, March 22

4 pm  

Sunday, March 23

9:30 am 

Saturday, March 29

4 pm + 

Sunday, March 30

9:30 am

Reminder:  Next Monday, March 17, the Holy Hour will 
take place at St Francis and the Stations of the Cross will be 

held as well at St. Francis on Friday, March 21st

CHARLESTOWN   CATHOLIC 

St. Francis de Sales
Mass Intentions

St. Mary-St. Catherine of Siena
Mass Intentions

Mass Intentions—To book a Mass, please call the parish office at 
617.242.4664.

Sanctuary Candles—  To have a Sanctuary Candle lit in memory 
of a loved one, please contact the parish office. You may request 
one for St Francis de Sales, St Mary’s Church or St. Catherine of 
Siena Chapel.

Sacrament of Baptism—Baptisms are generally held on the 2nd 
Sunday of each month at St Mary Church. Baptisms at St. Fran-
cis de Sales Church are scheduled with Fr. John.                          
For all requests for Baptisms, please call the Parish Office to start 
the process.  Classes are generally held on the 2nd Saturday at 
the Parish Office at noon. Parents and Godparents should at-
tend. 

Confessions—  For St. Francis de Sales Parish and St. Mary- St 
Catherine of Siena Parish. Confessions are held at 3:30 pm on 
Saturdays before the 4 pm Mass.

Weddings—  All couples: Please access the wedding form on our 

website—charlestowncatholic.org—  Fr. John will contact couples 

after the form is submitted. Always feel free to call the Parish 

office with any questions.

Daily Rosary— St. Catherine of Siena Chapel before the daily 

Mass.  Weekdays, 7:35 am  (Mass is at 8 am)

Saturday Rosary—If you would like to pray the rosary with us   
on Saturday mornings via Zoom— please email Donna at                  

donna.lecam@gmail.com

Low Gluten Hosts -We’re happy to provide consecrated low-
gluten hosts. Please join the priest communion line and let him 
know that you need a low-gluten host.

If you are interested in becoming Catholic or have not yet received 

Confirmation, if you are homebound and would like to receive       

the Sacraments, interested in the choir, Religious Education, 

or volunteering for a ministry...

Contact us at the Parish office at 617.242.4664 

or email: info@charlestowncatholic.org

mailto:donna.lecam@gmail.com
mailto:info@charlestowncatholic.org
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COMMUNITY  NEWS & INFO

St. Mary - St Catherine of Siena 
UPCOMING  COLLECTIONS

Apr  13   Parish Easter
Apr. 18   Holy Land/Good Friday
Apr. 27   Monthly

St. Francis de Sales
UPCOMING  COLLECTIONS

Apr. 6     Capital Improvement
Apr. 18    Holy Land/Good Friday
May 4      Capital Improvement

St Mary St Catherine
Weekend of March 16

Parishioners gave 
$4,236.10

to the Weekly Collection
and

$1,269.00
to the Monthly Collection

St Francis de Sales
Weekend of March 16

Parishioners gave  
$1,440.00

to the weekly collection

St Francis de Sales

3/15

4pm   59

3/16

9:30 am 49

Total  108

St Mary—St Catherine of Siena

3/15
4 pm   72

3/16
8 am    72

11 am  124
6 pm     78

Total    346

We are grateful  to you! 

Saint Francis de Sales 
Church

Sanctuary Lamp
is lit for

Rick Damato

We extend a warm welcome              
to all visitors and those who 
are new to our parishes of 

St. Francis de Sales 
And St. Mary-

St. Catherine of Siena  
Thank you for joining us! 

“You learn to speak by speaking, to study by 
studying, to run by running, to work by 
working and just so, you learn to love by 

loving. All those who think to learn in any 
other way deceive themselves.”

St. Francis de Sales

LENTEN REFLECTION GROUP

     The Lenten Reflection group meets on Tuesday 

mornings after the 8 am  Mass— around 8:30 am.             

      The group is led by Kathy Devaney with a reflec-

tion on Sunday’s Gospels. Please come and join us!

All are most welcome.  

An Invitation to Women of All Ages
We want to extend an invitation to women of all ages to join us for prayer, scripture 

reading, and conversation. Welcome the opportunity with other women to take an 

hour out of your busy day from the comfort of your home to breathe, reflect, and 

give gratitude to our God who sustains us. Come to our next gathering and see if it 

is a good fit for you.  We will meet via ZOOM:

Wednesdays  from 6:30 to 7:30pm. 

Contact Sr. Nancy Citro, SNDdeN via email: 
nmcitro@gmail.com and she will send you 

a link to the meeting.

mailto:nmcitro@gmail.com
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GET  INVOLVED 
Parish Councils
    Finance Council
    Pastoral Council
    Stewardship Committee 

Liturgical Ministries
    Altar Servers
    Eucharistic Ministers
    Lectors
    Music Ministry
    Worship Committee

Faith Formation
    Adult Confirmation/RCIA
    Baptism Prep
    Confirmation
    Religious Ed K – 8
    Spiritual Committee
    Wedding Committee

Social Ministries
    Family Ministry
    Social Ministry
    Social Justice Committee
    St. Francis Hall Committee 

D ’    
  

P    
 

         
~ T  

Updates from Sunday's Confirmation 1 & 2 classes:           

The Confirmation 1 class completed their two-part review on the Church and focused on 

the question, Why be Catholic?  Afterwards, they engaged in a group discussion on Mission, 

reading selected passages from the Bible and reviewing the Corporal and Spiritual Works of 

Mercy.  In small groups, they reflected on questions about mission, mercy, readings from 

the Bible, and ways to seek their own faith-based missions. During this season of Lent, they 

reflected on the following words of St. Ignatius: Lord, reach me to be generous. Teach me to 

serve you as you deserve; to give and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the 

wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, save that of 

knowing that I do your will. Amen.

Thank you to John, Emily and Abigail for leading a thoughtful and engaging class on these 

important topics. There are two classes remaining, April 6th & April 13th. 

Meanwhile, Confirmation 2 students finished their review on the Church and played sever-

al lively rounds of Jeopardy, testing their collective knowledge on the Bible, Prayer, Saints, 

and the Church. Thank you to Nick for creating the game and making it so fun! Father 

John joined the class and talked about the significance of Holy Week. He invited them to 

play a role in Holy Week, particularly Holy Thursday and the ritual of washing the feet, 

inspired by Jesus' act of humility at the Last Supper.     

Saint Reports are complete. Letters of Intent are being finalized and must be submitted no 

later than our next class on Sunday, April 6th.  A helpful guide for the Letters of Intent is 

attached. Sponsor names and Sponsor Certificates (attached) are also due by our next class. 

Remember, a sponsor may be a grandparent, aunt, uncle, friend, who has been confirmed 

in the Catholic faith and who reflects a good example of what it means to be Catholic.  

Please see attached handouts on Picking a Sponsor and the Sponsor Certificate which re-

quires the sponsor's Pastor to sign the form.  

Most students have completed the required two (2) hours of service and had their hours 

validated by us. For those students who have not completed their  service hours, please let 

us know as soon as possible how you plan on doing your service hours.  A copy of your Bap-

tism certificate is also required. Please take a photo of it and email it to me.  All completed 

reports, letters, forms, certificates, and photos can be mailed to me at religiousedstmaryst-

catherine@gmail.com  We are quickly approaching the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sat-

urday, May 10th!     

Next classes for Confirmation 1 & 2 is Sunday, April 6th at 7:00 pm, following the 6:00 pm 

mass.  

Thank you, 

Cynthia Markey

“People are often unreasonable and self-centered. Forgive 

them anyway. If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulte-

rior motives. Be kind anyway. If you are honest, people may 

cheat you. Be honest anyway. If you find happiness, people 

may be jealous. Be happy anyway. The good you do today 
may be forgotten tomorrow. Do good anyway. Give the 

world the best you have, and it may never be enough. Give 
your best anyway. For you see, in the end, it is between you 

and God. It never was between you and them anyway.” Mother Teresa



Online Bulletin Delivery

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Mail

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net

THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS 
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU 

WITH YOUR BULLETIN
FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images 

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week 
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net

mailto:signup@pilotbulletins.net
mailto:signup@pilotbulletins.net
www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
www.pilotbulletins.net
www.pilotbulletins.net
www.pilotbulletins.net
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(844) 300-2419
*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply.  This 

only.  See your dealer for details.   ©2024 BCI.

• Tub-to-Shower Conversions
• Replacement Tubs
• Replacement Showers
• Walk-in Tubs

CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/2025

Military & Senior Discounts Available

$1000 OFF*

OR

OR

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

0% Interest for 18 Months**

$1500OFF 
**

• Low-Barrier Showers
• Soaker Tubs
• Accessories and more!

12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 12/31/24. Independently owned and operated franchise. 

©2024 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

$250 OFF 
YOUR ORDER!*

INOGEN® PORTABLE
OXYGEN CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-888-485-5350

PM230469 EN_EX_USA
Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 

859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 
93111

Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. 
The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark 

is strictly forbidden without the 
prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other 

trademarks are trademarks of their 
respective owners or holders.

130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of 
purchase for a full refund of purchase price.

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit 
card or other unsecured debt, see how 

National Debt Relief can help resolve your 
debt for a fraction of what you owe.

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS 
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

Call today: 

+1 (866) 605-1934
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Eve Dougherty 
Vice President

617.838.5884 
eve@compass.com

The answer to your 
real estate prayers.

Charlestown, Cambridge, North End, West End

SIGN UP FOR
OUR APP

WE DELIVER

Memorial Ads

Available
617-779-3771(617) 294-1490 43 Mystic St, Everett, MA

GET A QUOTE

COLLISION
CAR

REPAIR
Restore Your Car with Our Premium Services

Full Collision
Repair

Painting and
Refinishing

Claims with
Insurance

(617) 294-1490 43 Mystic St, Everett, MA

COLLISION
CAR

AAIR
aar with Our Premium Services

Painii titt nii g and
Refiff nii isii hinii g

ClCC all imii s wiww thtt
InII surarr nce

CCOOLL
REPA
Restore Your Ca

FuFF llll CoCC llll ill sii ioii n
Repe airii

TTEGET A QUOT

President.AOHDiv14@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/aohdiv14

Are You Irish & Catholic?
Learn About the AOH: 

Ancient Order of Hibernians. 
Call (617) 575-9585 or email:

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771
We extend our sincere 

appreciation to our sponsors, 
without whom this bulletin 

would not be possible.

“Thank You”

Sponsors

Remember to say

to our
WONDERFUL

mailto:eve@compass.com
mailto:President.AOHDiv14@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/aohdiv14

